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In the spring of 2003, Boston College embarked on a comprehensive strategic planning
process to establish the University’s institutional priorities. A committee of 200 faculty, staff
and students worked to create seven strategic directions to guide the future development of
Boston College. Following the completion of the Strategic Plan, Boston College and Sasaki
Associates developed a long-term (30-50 year) Campus Master Plan in conjunction with the
University community. Throughout this process, Boston College consulted and worked
collaboratively with officials from the surrounding municipalities of Boston and Newton, the
Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA) and the Newton Planning Department, as well as
appropriate state agencies. In December, 2007, the University submitted its Institutional
Master Plan Notification Form (IMPNF) to the BRA, which represents the culmination of these
two significant planning efforts and outlines
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Campus Adjustments

Additional adjustments to the plan include:

The University has eliminated its plan for a 200,00 square foot field house for track and
indoor tennis on the Brighton Campus. It will also adjust the location of the baseball
field, moving home plate closer to the Edison School and farther away from neighbors’
homes on Lane Park.

The University has moved the location of its Fine Arts District away from the corner of Lake
Street and Commonwealth Avenue and closer to the former Cardinal’s Residence. It will also
no longer pursue a pedestrian walkway over Commonwealth Avenue during this IMP.

The University has relocated and reconfigured the parking garage on the Brighton
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The vision for this campus area includes new student residences, academic and cultural
buildings, and open space development to establish a unique gateway between the City of
Boston and Boston College. This area will host a Fine Arts District, including academic,
auditorium and museum uses, to be located between Creagh Library and the former
Cardinal’s residence.

The primary campus pedestrian corridors will connect the new residences north and south of
Commonwealth Avenue and extend the pedestrian access to the housing quadrangle in the
center of the Brighton Campus. This open space will link to an athletics and recreation district
created on the northern portion of the Brighton property, with softball, baseball, intramural
fields, support facilities and a parking structure.
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The academic focus of the Middle Campus will be strengthened by additional buildings on
the Campus Green, including a humanities center, new academic space for the Connell
School of Nursing and the Graduate School of Social Work, and dining and student-life
facilities.

Undergraduate students will continue to be housed in the existing residence halls on the
Upper Campus. On the Newton Campus, Smith Hall will be replaced with new academic
space, indoor facilities to support the varsity play fields will be built, and additional surface
parking will be added adjacent to Alumni House.
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The urban design framework of the Campus Master Plan centers on the following ideals:

' Create a series of memorable open spaces that enhance the image of the campus.

! Build strong pedestrian connections that link the open spaces throughout the campus,
especially across Commonwealth Avenue to the Brighton property.

Respect historic structures by building at a scale comparable with surrounding buildings.

Continue a strong composition of buildings and open space along primary city streets,
such as Commonwealth Avenue and Beacon Street, with appropriate urban setbacks and
strong streetscape design.

Create strong visual links to the surrounding landscape such as the Chestnut Hill
Reservoir, Evergreen Cemetery and Pine Tree Preserve.

Promote sustainable urban design through such measures as density and connectivity to
public transportation.
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The open space and landscape framework establishes a basis for siting new buildings on
campus, creates an organizational hierarchy of campus open spaces, and enhances the
overall image of the University. On campus, the open spaces range from public to private,
and the landscape encourages interaction with the surrounding neighborhood. Figure 4-1
shows the planned campus open space system for the Chestnut Hill and Brighton campuses.
Open space elements are categorized as follows:

City-Campus Interfaces

The Master Plan process identified three opportunities for city-campus connections:

1 Green Gateways — The University will
create four green entry spaces at points
where the campus and city come
together. The first is at the corner of
College Road and Beacon Street,
offering meaningful open space and
views out to the community and in to
the campus. The second is at the corner
of Beacon Street and St. Thomas More
Road, which similarly invites reciprocal
views and creates a foyer for the
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Off campus, buffers and visual open space include the Chestnut Hill Reservoir and adjacent
park land, as well as Pine Tree Preserve, open space controlled by the Massachusetts Water
Resources Authority (MWRA) and bounded on two sides by the campus.

Gateways and Streets

The primary gateway to Boston College is
located along Commonwealth Avenue at
Linden Lane. Gateways also exist at the
intersection of Beacon and Hammond Streets
and at the intersection of Beacon Street and
Chestnut Hill Drive. These gateways provide
visual first impressions of the campus at
strategic locations and offer a sense of
welcome and openness. The measure for
gateway and view shed character at Boston
College has been set by the view of Linden
Lane, one of the most elegant campus streets
in the United States.

Secondary gateways are primarily vehicular
entrances to the campus. Strategically located
at the campus perimeter, these gateways are
identified with markers for orientation and are
located at St. Thomas More Road at the
Recreation Center, the Beacon Street Garage,
the entry between Campion Hall and
McGuinn Hall, and the intersection of
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Article 29 of the Boston Zoning Code describes the City’s Greenbelt Protection Overlay
District (GPOD). As stated in the Zoning Code, the purposes of the GPOD are to preserve
and protect the amenities of the City of Boston; to preserve and enhance air quality by
protecting the supply of vegetation and open space along the city's Greenbelt Roadways; to
enhance and protect the natural scenic resources of the city; to protect the City's Greenbelt
Roadways from traffic congestion and to abate serious and present safety concerns. The
GPOD is not intended to impose conservation restrictions or specifically designate land for
permanent protection. According to the zoning map, Commonwealth Avenue is one of the
roadways that lie within the GPOD, thus considered a Greenbelt Roadway.

The University, as shown within this IMP, plans to improve the rich character of
Commonwealth Avenue as it is the main gateway from Boston to the campus. As described
earlier in this chapter, Boston College met with and received feedback from urban design
staff at the BRA about the University’s proposals along Commonwealth Avenue.

Boston College will provide additional project details to City agencies as development
proposals advance along Commonwealth Avenue.

Pub
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Boston College remains committed to engaging the community in an open dialogue and
inclusive process that gathers input from interested stakeholders in the neighborhoods
surrounding the campus. The University has established ongoing communications with the
community and has identified areas where the University and its neighbors can agree on
ways to resolve issues.

Throughout the long-range planning process and the development of the 10-year IMP, the
University has consulted and worked collaboratively with officials from Boston and Newton,
the Boston Redevelopment Authority and the Newton Planning and Development
Department, as well as appropriate state agencies. There has also been an extensive
community outreach, including the Allston Brighton Boston College Community Task Force
and the Boston College-Newton Neighborhood Council. A comprehensive list of the
community outreach efforts undertaken by Boston College appears in Table 4-1, including
major topics addressed at each meeting. This outreach has included public meetings,
newspaper advertisements, a design charette, abutters meetings to discuss the purchase of
the Brighton Campus, site tours and the creation of a Boston College IMP website
(www.bc.edu/imp).
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Table 4-1 Community Outreach (Continued)

Date Event/Activity Subject

February 21, 2006 Allston Brighton Task Force Meeting
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