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Mission and Objectives 

This chapter provides background information on Boston College’s history and mission, and 
how the proposed IMP development advances its mission and objectives. It also identifies the 
team responsible for preparing the IMP. 

History of Boston College 

Boston College was founded by the Society of Jesus in 1863, the first institution of higher 
education to be established in the City of Boston. With three teachers and 22 students, it 
opened its doors on September 5, 1864.  
 
Originally located on Harrison Avenue in Boston's South End, Boston College shared 
quarters with Boston College High School as it educated the sons of Boston’s Irish 
immigrants, whom it had been founded to serve, in Greek and Latin classics, English and 
modern languages, philosophy and religion. 
 
Toward the end of its first 50 years, Boston College outgrew its urban setting and moved to 
then-rural Chestnut Hill on the site of the former Lawrence Farm, where ground was broken 
in 1909 for its first building, Gasson Hall. The three other buildings that would form the core 
of the early campus soon followed: St. Mary's Hall in 1917, Devlin Hall in 1924 and Bapst 
Library in 1928. 
 
Though incorporated as a university from its beginning, Boston College did not begin to fill 
out the dimensions of its university charter until the 1920s, when it added the Summer 
Session, the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, the Law School and the Evening College. 
The 1930s saw the introduction of the Graduate School of Social Work and the College of 
Business Administration (now known as the Wallace E. Carroll School of Management).  
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continues to offer an education that is distinctive in both spirit and content, designed to serve 
as a transformative experience for young men and women. BC's focus is not only on the 
intellectual, but also on the personal, spiritual and physical development of its students. Each 
year, thousands of BC students participate in retreats and spiritual formation activities, as well 
as in a broad array of extracurricular activities ranging from sports to the arts. BC students 
perform 444,000 hours of volunteer community service in the City of Boston alone, assisting 
dozens of schools, hospitals and community and non-profit organizations.  
 
Boston College also maintains its commitment to respond directly to society's most pressing 
needs through new academic initiatives, research in critical areas and through a wide variety 
of programs to enrich intellectual and cultural life beyond the campus gates. In addition to its 
societal outreach, its economic impact on the region exceeds $1.3 billion annually. 
 
To keep pace with the expanding scope of the University, Boston College has completed 
several major construction projects over the past few decades, including the expansion and 
renovation of Higgins Hall, the updating of residence halls on the Upper and Newton 
campuses and the construction of a new office building for faculty and administration on the 
Lower Campus. Most recently, the University acquired 65 acres of land across 
Commonwealth Avenue in Brighton previously owned by the Archdiocese of Boston. 
 
Despite these significant enhancements, however, Boston College lacks the facilities it needs 
to meet its current demands and its aspirations for the future. It is in response to this 
pressing need that the University is submitting this 10-year Institutional Master Plan to the 
City of Boston.  
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These seven strategic directions include:  
 
¦ Commit Boston College to becoming the leader in liberal arts education among 

American universities.  

¦ Develop and implement a student formation program that will be a contemporary model 
for colleges and universities committed to student formation.  

¦ Identify and support selected research commitments that will achieve excellence and 
distinction in addressing urgent societal problems.  

¦ Commit targeted resources to selected natural sciences emphases that will establish 
Boston College as a national leader in these areas.  

¦ Build on the strengths and reputations of Boston College’s professional schools to 
establish leadership in critical professional areas.  

¦ Become a significant intellectual and cultural crossroads by leveraging Boston College’s 
international resources and partnerships and its Jesuit and Catholic networks.  

¦ Become the world’s leading Catholic university and theological center.  

The Campus Plan 

Upon the completion of the Strategic Plan, Boston College hired the nationally respected 
campus architecture and planning firm Sasaki Associates of Watertown to help develop a 
long-range Campus Master Plan that would provide Boston College with an opportunity to 
achieve excellence by using the strength and distinctiveness of its campus to reinforce its 
mission and strategic objectives. The plan was designed to meet several goals for the campus 
based on the following guiding principles.  
 
1. Create One Campus—That the former Archdiocesan property become fully integrated 

with the Boston College campus, and that the 118-acre Chestnut Hill Campus, the 40-acre 
Newton Campus and the 65-acre Brighton Campus each provide a notable setting that 
contributes to the campus learning environment and the life of the University.  

2. Develop Mixed Campus Uses—That Boston College’s campuses host a mix of 
academic, residential and co-curricular facilities, and provide civic, spiritual and open-
space areas that foster a vibrant and engaged University community.  

3. Emulate the Character of the Middle Campus—That the new facilities on the Lower 
and Brighton campuses reflect the distinctive character of the Middle Campus with its 
combination of Gothic architecture and collegiate open spaces, linked quadrangles and 
walkways.  

4. Provide Appropriate Campus Density—That campus development emulate the Middle 
Campus’ proportion of open space to building space, reflecting the Middle Campus 
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As a result, the University is proposing to build a new institute for integrated sciences to help 
its burgeoning science programs to flourish through interdisciplinary cooperation. Its plan is 
to create facilities that will enable its programs in synthetic-organic chemistry, molecular 
biology and nanotechnology, among others, to excel at the highest international levels. 
 
The University is also proposing to add three additional academic buildings to overcome its 
faculty-office space and classroom-deficit issues vis-a-vis its competitor schools. 
 
Similarly, the University is proposing to add an intramural field on the Brighton Campus 
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Institutional Master Plan Team 

Proponent Boston College 
Office of Governmental & Community Affairs 
Hopkins House 
116 College Road 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 02467 
 
Contacts: 
Thomas J. Keady Jr., Vice President 
Governmental and Community Affairs  
(617) 552-4787 
 
Jeanne Levesque, Director Government Relations 
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