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Responses 

to Jesus

Flowing from his conviction that the Kingdom of 
God was dawning, Jesus seems to have sought to 
reinvigorate local village life in accordance with the 
ideals of the Torah and the prophets, perhaps esp. 
Elijah. His healings, parables, choice of Twelve, table 
fellowship customs all stem from this conviction. 

• Fellow peasants: generally seem to have welcomed 
Jesus’ words. He was popular enough among them 
to appear as threat to the status quo.

• Pharisees: in their various groups, some would have 
liked his stress on prayer and conversion, others 
would object to his disregard for ritual purity at his 
meals. On other issues, a mixed reception is likely.

• Sadducees: disliked his assertions that the Temple 
and its leaders would face God’s judgment.

• Herodian aristocracy: would be concerned with yet 
another popular prophet announcing a new age.

• Romans: talk of a coming Kingdom is sedition.
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S c e n e  3 :  B e f o r e  P i l a t e � A g a i n ,  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  a m o n g  t h e  G o s p e l s  i n  t h i s q s c e n e .  � A m o n g  t h e  c o m m o n  f e a t u r e s  a r e : � ¾ c a u t i o n  i n  t h e  p o r t r a y a l  o f  R o m a n  j u s t i c e �¾J e s u s  b e i n g  a s k e d  i f  h e  i s q � t h e  k i n g  o f  t h e  J e w s � �¾a  � c r o w d � d e m a n d i n g  B a r a b b a s �r e l e a s e  a n d  J e s u s � e x e c u t i o n
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Scene 3: 

Before 

Pilate

• Synoptics: Pilate has a custom to 
release a Passover prisoner; John: It is 
a Jewish custom that Pilate observes.

• No extra-biblical evidence.
• Would Pilate release a murderer or 

insurrectionist or brigand (Mk, Lk)? 
• Bar-abbas = son of the father
• Mt (var): release Jesus Barabbas or 

Jesus, king of the Jews?

Barabbas
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Scene 3: 

Before 

Pilate

Barabbas

“A man with the name Barabbas was arrested after a 
riot that had caused some deaths in Jerusalem. 
Eventually he was released by Pilate when a feast 
brought the governor to Jerusalem to supervise public 
order. Presumably this took place at the same time 
that Jesus was crucified, or not far from it, or on 
another Passover. In any case, this release struck 
Christians as ironic: The same legal issue was 
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Matthew 
Two important parables:
22 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 
2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
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• 23 1Then the assembly rose as a body 
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• Jesus remains in full control.
• He and Pilate engage in philosophical discussions 
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• It is impossible to discern Pilate’s opinions or 
motives. 
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• There are more common features among the 
Gospels in this scene.  Some of these are 
rooted in Psalm 22: “For dogs are all around 
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• Parallels Mark until Jesus’ dying moment.

• “At that moment the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth 
shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs 
also were opened, and many bodies of the 
saints who had fallen asleep were raised. 53

After his resurrection they came out of the 
tombs and entered the holy city and appeared 
to many. 54 Now when the centurion and those 
with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, 
saw the earthquake and what took place, they 
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€
Jesus has a •seam

less tunicŽ
(19:23).€

T
he m

other of Jesus (seen only in John) is 

given into the care of the beloved disciple (19:25-27; cf. 2:2-9).

€
Jesus dies as lam

bs are being killed in the 

T
em

ple for the P
assover m

eal. H
is last w

ords: •It is finished (accom
plished)Ž

(19:30).

€
S

oldiers com
e to break the legs of the 

crucified, but, finding Jesus dead, one spears him
. B

lood and w
ater gush out (19:34), 

sym
bols of the S

pirit being unleashed into the 
w

orld (2:9; 7:38-39)John
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Mark

• For Mark, no one can understand 
who Jesus truly is, or comprehend 
what divine Sonship really means, 
unless they are willing to embrace 
his crucifixion.

• For Mark, glorious portrayals of 
Jesus do not lead to authentic faith.

• Jesus’ suffering service on behalf of 
God’s Kingdom reveals the presence 
of God. God is here, sharing in and 
undefeated by human misery.
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• For Luke, Jesus is the healing 
savior who makes people whole, 
reconciles enemies, and brings 
true peace into the world.

• His followers, therefore, should 
be healers, reconcilers, and 
peace-bringers to a divided world, 
and should be especially 
concerned with the plight of the 
weak and vulnerable.

Luke
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The Development of Anti-Jewish 

Theologies in the Patristic Era
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"The Jews held [Jesus]; the Jews 

insulted him, the Jews bound him, 

they crowned him with thorns,  

dishonored him by spitting on him, 

they scourged him, they heaped 

abuses upon him, they hung him 

on a tree, they pierced him with a 

lance.”
- St. Augustine of Hippo

ca. 400
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“[When a Christian utters the Lord's 

Prayer, he or she] reproaches and 

condemns the Jews, because they not 

only faithlessly spurned Christ . . . but 

also cruelly slew him; who now cannot 

call the Lord ‘Father,’ since the Lord 

confounds and refutes them, saying, 

‘You are born of the devil as father, 

and you wish to do the desires of your 

father [citing John 8:44].’”
- Saint Cyprian [ca. 240]
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• The Church’s claim to understand the Hebrew 
Scriptures better than Jews seemed incredible 
to pagans. Christian failure to follow the Law 
of Moses, which they acknowledged had 
come from God, was unfathomable to the 
Roman intelligentsia. Christianity seemed to 
them to be a heretical deviation from 
Judaism. 

• The Church had to prove to Jews, pagans, and 
its own members that it was the true Israel, 
that Judaism was a pretender to that title, and 
that the Church need not follow the Mosaic 
law - all of this using Jewish sources as proof-
texts, together with the New Testament.

2nd - 4th 

Centuries
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2nd - 4th 

Centuries

Thus, an exposition of Christianity demanded a detailed refutation of Judaism. 

♦ The strict Law of Moses was given by God in a futile 
effort to control Jewish sinfulness. It was temporary.

♦ God told the prophets of the divine plan to send Jesus 
who would bring the new Law of love and mercy. 

♦ The true, spiritual meaning of the Bible is found by 
reading it in reference to Christ and the Church.

♦ “The Jews” killed Jesus. So they were rejected by God 
and their Temple and nation were forever destroyed. 

♦ Although replaced in God’s favor by the Church, God 
permits the Jews to endure as a people in hopeless 
wandering as a sign of the punishment awaiting the 
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Pontifical 

Commission 

for Religious 

Relations with 

the Jews, 

Notes on the 

Correct Way 

to Present Jews 

and Judaism in 

Preaching and 

Teaching in 

the Roman 

2 0 0 0 9  c m 
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U.S. Bishops 

Committee on 

Ecumenical and 

Interreligious 

Affairs, 

Criteria for 

the Evaluation 

of 

Dramatizations 

of the Passion

(1988) 

The greatest caution is advised in all cases 
where "it is a question of passages that seem 
to show the Jewish people as such in an 
unfavorable light" (Guidelines II). A general 
principle might, therefore, be suggested that 
if one cannot show beyond reasonable doubt 
that the particular gospel element selected or 
paraphrased will not be offensive or have the 
potential for negative influence on the 
audience for whom the presentation is 
intended, that element cannot, in good 
conscience, be used. [C,1,d]
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The Role of Pilate. Certain of the gospels, especially 
the two latest ones, Matthew and John, seem on the 
surface to portray Pilate as a vacillating administrator 
who himself found "no fault" with Jesus and sought, 
though in a weak way, to free him. Other data from the 
gospels and secular sources contemporary with the 
events portray Pilate as a ruthless tyrant. We know 
from these latter sources that Pilate ordered hundreds 
of Jews crucified without proper trial under Roman 
law, and that in the year 36 Pilate was recalled to 
Rome to give an account. Luke, similarly, mentions 
"the Galileans whose blood Pilate mingled with their 
sacrifices" in the Temple (Lk 13:1-4), thus 
corroborating the contemporary secular accounts of 
the unusual cruelty of Pilate's administration.. [C,2,b]

U.S. Bishops 

Committee on 

Ecumenical and 

Interreligious 

Affairs, 

Criteria for 

the Evaluation 

of 

Dramatizations 

of the Passion

(1988) 
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[I]t must be understood that the gospel authors did 
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