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Director‘s Welcome 

I hope that you will find this report on the recent activities of the 

Center for Christian-Jewish Learning to be both informative and 

encouraging. Thanks to the resources that have been available to 

us, we at the Center have continued to promote growth in the 

academic and personal relationships between Christians and 

Jews.  These pages describe some of those activities and 

mention several fresh initiatives for which I have special hopes. 

We have established a program of Junior Scholars Research 

Grants for both graduate and undergraduate students that will 

facilitate their study of Jewish-Christian interactions. Our new 

interdisciplinary lecture grants will bring into Boston College 

classrooms visiting scholars who will relate the themes of 

particular courses to the broader history of the Jewish-Christian 

experience.  

In commemoration of the late Pope John-Paul II‘s Beatification, 

the Center will host an annual lecture in his honor. I was 

particularly pleased that the Catholic Church celebrated this 

Pope‘s witness and brought him a step closer to a formal 

declaration of sainthood. It recalled for me the cries of ―Santo 

subito‖ or ―Sainthood now,‖ that erupted from the crowds at his 

funeral Mass in 2005. Although a second miracle will be 

necessary before he is named a saint, I could not help but think 

that his ministry of reconciliation between Jews and Christians is 

the obvious demonstration of his particular sanctity. That papal ministry, symbolically inaugurated in his 

1986 visit to the Synagogue of Rome, culminated in his pilgrimage to Israel in 2000. After that visit I asked 

an Israeli friend, who had been skeptical of the planned pilgrimage, whether the Pope had done well. My 

friend replied spontaneously, ―That was not the work of a man.‖ It was that sense of God‘s presence that 

gave a miraculous character so often to his ministry and that the crowds at the funeral recognized. 

New academic years are seasons of farewells and welcomes. We said goodbye to former Associate Director 

Sr. Audrey Doetzel, who has served the cause of interfaith harmony so effectively over the years and who 

has moved to Kansas City to complete several writing projects and perhaps to teach as well. Prof. Daniel 

Lasker, our Visiting Corcoran Professor, is returning to his faculty position at Ben Gurion University in 

Israel after having made important scholarly contributions while at Boston College. I hope that he will 

continue to visit us in the future. We at the Center look forward to welcoming our third Visiting Corcoran 

Professor, Dr. Theodore Perry, who will be teaching a course, organizing a conference, and leading a 

variety of seminars while he is with us. 

I am very happy to introduce the Center‘s new Associate Director, Dr. 

Camille Fitzpatrick Markey, who has already managed this past year‘s activities 

so effectively.  She did her undergraduate work at Notre Dame before coming 
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Daniel J. Lasker 
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Debate” as well as the Boston Colloquium in Medieval Philosophy and Theology on "Philosophical 
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PL416 Living Personally  

Fall 2010 – James Bernauer, SJ 

Perhaps one of the greatest challenges to contemporary existence is how to live with others and oneself in a 

personal manner and, thus, overcome western culture's long dominant technocratic approach to human life. 

This course seeks to uncover the personal as a way of being and of evaluating the spheres of ethics, religion, 

and knowledge. Major orientations to the personal point of view are provided by readings from John 

Macmurray, Martin Buber, Gabriel Marcel, Michel Foucault and major spiritual texts from the Jewish and 

Christian traditions.  

 

PL456 The Holocaust: A Moral History 

Fall 2010 – James Bernauer, SJ 

This course explores the issues of good and evil and how human beings succeed or fail to meet the 

challenge such issues pose. The Holocaust, the tragic series of events which ruptured modern western 

morality, is examined from a variety of pers
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TH/TM437 Jewish & Christian Interpretations of the Bible  

Spring 2011 – 
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James Bernauer, SJ and Ruth Langer at Aula of the Collegium 

Novum of the Jagiellonian University in Cracow during the 

2011 International Council of Christians and Jews Conference.  

As the course progressed and as both professors explained the respective liturgies, rites, and traditions, I 

began to appreciate more the richness of the Jewish tradition and how it has influenced and shaped the 

Christian faith. The meaning of ―Jewish tradition‖ is no longer the same for me. I now want to know more 

of it. It dawned on me that perhaps the Asian Church‘s desire to acculturate Christianity with our own 

traditions would progress 
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Interrelationships (Eerdmans Publishing, 2011), a collection of 17 essays edited by Philip A. Cunningham, 

Joseph Sievers, Mary  Tm

i2-4 Boys, Hans Hermann Henrix, and Jesper Svartvik. 

―This book opens up new vistas after forty-five years of Catholic-Jewish 

reconciliation. Not comfortable with resting on prior accomplishments, 

this work is a bold step forward in Catholic searching for a closer 

theological bond to Judaism without giving up the differences between 

the two faiths…. 
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Sirois of New Directions, an interfaith education program sponsored jointly by the Anti-Defamation League 

and the Archdiocese of Boston.  
Michael F. Mach 

Freud‘s ―Moses and Monotheism‖ in its Historical Setting 

February 16, 2010 
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Jayme Stayer, SJ 

Jayme Stayer, SJ 
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Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Seminar 

The Center-sponsored Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Seminar is a non-partisan interdisciplinary reading group 

and lecture series revolving around the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict offered throughout the academic year at 

Boston College. The reading group meets twice a month to discuss texts illuminating the Israeli and 

Palestinian narratives and prepares participants for an encounter with leading academics whom the group 

welcomes as guest speakers through the academic year. Its aim is to create a balanced forum in which a 

historically informed and morally productive discussion can take place. The seminar is led by two Ph.D. 

students from the Boston College Philosophy Department, Sarit Larry and Evan Clarke. Its participants are 

graduate students from across the university. 

The Group‘s Mission Statement 

In a context of highly charged partisan confrontation concerning the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that 

manifests itself in the media and on campuses around the world, the need for a calm and rigorous academic 

discussion that takes into consideration historical facts and the full range of interpretations that could be 

applied to them is much needed. Our seminar is a response to this need: its aim is to provide an educated 

and interested audience with the historical facts constituting the conflict and outline their most prevalent 

interpretations from which the heated debate ensues. Underlying our account is the belief that the Israeli-

Palestinian debate allows for no simple clear-cut answers and that an understanding of the multi-faceted 

nature of this conflict is a necessary condition for its resolution. Against the polemical monologues that 

monopolize Israeli-Palestinian discourse, we propose a dialogical approach that avoids both mere 

―objective‖ factual accounts and interpretational soliloquies that fail to reflect on and acknowledge their 

mirror counterparts. The seminar will thus be conducted by two philosophy graduate students whose long 

reflection and different backgrounds accord them a certain familiarity with several narratives. Interrogating 

the gap between these narratives and supporting them with the historical events from which they emerges 

will allow, we hope, for a well-rounded understanding of the tensions, frustrations, hopes and fears that 

stoke the Israeli-Palestinian struggle.  

 

Neil Caplan 

Bi-Nationalism in Palestine/Israel: Origins and Evolution of an Idea 

January 26, 2011 

In this public lecture hosted by the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Seminar, Dr. Neil 

Caplan, a faculty member at the History Department of Concordia University and 

a Scholar-in-Residence at Vanier College, situated the origins of bi-nationalism as 

an idea proposed by Zionist dissidents who during the 1920s came to view the 

original Zionist plan for a Jewish state as unjust or unworkable. His discussed the 
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Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Seminar participants 

well as offered a review of positions on the core issues, including borders, Jerusalem, refugees, security, and 

settlements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Scholars Research Grants 

In an effort to encourage and support young scholars in the field of Jewish-Christian relations, the Center 

established the Junior Scholars Research Grants program. Through this program, Boston College 

undergraduate and graduate students pursuing research that is of value to the field of Christian-Jewish 

relations are provided financial support and an opportunity to share their final products. Grant recipients 

engage in scholarship under the guidance of a faculty member while conducting research and producing 

publishable articles, book sections or chapters, conference presentations, digital materials, translations, 

or other scholarly resources. This year, six recipients were awarded $1,000 grants.  

2010-2011 Academic Year Winners 

Matthew Kruger, Boston College Theology Ph.D. Student 

Kruger developed an article which he hopes to have published, "Fear, Love, and the Law: The Spiritual 

Nature of Judaism and Christianity in Aquinas and Bonaventure." Kruger hopes his article helps address the 

dearth of research on the subject, stating "Filling in this void is essential to filling out the picture of the 

medieval Christian perspective towards the Jewish religion." 

 

Jeffrey C. Witt, Boston College Philosophy Ph.D. Candidate  

Witt designed a detailed course syllabus on "Jewish and Christian Medieval Approaches to Philosophy of 

Religion." He explains, "There are few resources for how to approach medieval Jewish-Christian relations 

and intellectual debates from the perspective of a mainstream philosophy course... I hope to provide other 

philosophers with an example of how they might incorporate both Christian and Jewish sources in their 

courses in a more extensive way."  
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2011 Summer Winners 
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 
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General changes in contemporary Christian-Jewish relations have brought with them changes in perception 

of this literature, and indeed of the whole encounter. Questions have been raised about the conversionary 

context of the polemics, and more nuanced views of what the polemicists had in mind have emerged. On 

the one hand, scholars have begun to pay more attention to internal uses of the polemical literature 

(especially that of Christians); on the other hand, the Jewish treatises are no longer seen solely as responses 

to Christian attempts of persuasion. The first part of the conference was devoted to examining these new 

approaches to the medieval polemical literature. The second part of the conference was devoted to 

examining the elements in the contemporary Christian-Jewish encounter which contribute to an atmosphere 

in which polemics are now of historical interest only; and on the other hand, those present-day factors 

which remain reflections of the past.  

 

Conference Presenters 

Keynote Address 

  ―The Shifting Dynamic of the Jewish-Christian Encounter from the 

Middle Ages to the Present‖ 

David Berger, Dean and Ruth and I. Lewis Gordon Professor of 

Jewish History at the Bernard Revel Graduate School of Jewish 

Studies of Yeshiva University 

 

 

 

 

Session on Medieval Polemics 

 ―The Medieval Jewish Critique of Christianity: In Search of a New Narrative‖ 
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Session on the Contemporary Scene 

 ―Polemical Remnants, Irenic Ambivalence and Internal Politics: Catholic-Jewish Relations in 2011‖ 

Mary C. Boys, Skinner and McAlpin Professor of Practical Theology at Union Theological 

Seminary 

 ―Covenantal Possibilities in the Post-Polemical Era‖ 

Eugene Korn, American Director of the Center for Jewish-Christian Understanding and 

Cooperation in Israel 

 ―Land, Sovereignty, and Jewish Identity: The Patristic Legacy and Contemporary Christian 

Polemics‖ 

Christopher M. Leighton, Executive Director of the Institute for Christian & Jewish Studies in 

Baltimore and Adam Gregerman, Jewish Scholar at the Institute for Christian & Jewish Studies in 

Baltimore 

 

 

 

Christian Scholars Group 2011 Spring Meeting 

The Center hosted the Christian Scholars Group‘s annual spring meeting at 

Boston College April 8-



http://www.bc.edu/content/dam/files/research_sites/cjl/pdf/PrayerServiceBooklet.pdf
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Studies in Christian-Jewish Relation, 

http://www.bc.edu/scjr
http://ejournals.bc.edu/ojs/index.php/scjr/


Center for Christian-

http://www.bc.edu/research/cjl/centerscholarship/Jewish-ChristianLectureSeries.html
mailto:bernauer@bc.edu
mailto:robert.maryks@me.com
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presentation will focus on the activities of some of the French Jesuits who have been honored by Israel‘s 

Yad Vashem Institute as among the Righteous who risked their lives to save Jewish lives during the 

Holocaust. 

 

 

Announcing the forthcoming publication of Ruth Langer‘s Cursing the Christians?:  
A History of the Birkat HaMinim (Oxford University Press, December 2011) 

Tracing the shifting liturgical texts and polemics and apologetics surrounding the birkat haminim, 
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