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Editor's preface: 

While there were other significant presentations made at Assembly '89, the main address by intent 

and in fact was that of the Superior General of the Society of Jesus, Peter-Hans Kolvenbach, S.J. 

Father General Kolvenbach was invited because of the importance his words could and should 



3. You know that. You are in a position to form the minds and heart of people who will 

mold the beginning of the third millennium. What a marvelous opportunity for the mag



be seen as a pressing commitment to reevaluate our colleges and universities, our teaching 

priorities, our programs, our research efforts to make them even more effective. 

10. And such evaluation of apostolic effectiveness ought to be an ongoing element in the 

internal life of each college and university, and nowhere more so than in the development 

and review of curricula and the choices made about research. 

11. In visiting a number of Jesuit universities and colleges during the last five years, I have 

been impressed, especially in the United States, by initiatives undertaken to fulfill the 

mission of the Society. It should be clear to all that education institutions that are working in 

appropriate ways for the service of faith through the promotion of justice can be fully apt 

instruments for the implementation of Decree 4 of the 32nd General Congregation. 



on the other hand, by claiming that every change has been an unmixed blessing or the result 

of wise decision. 



23. Values have three anchor bases. First, they are anchored in the "head." I perceive, I see 

reasons why something is valuable and I am intellectually convinced of its worth. 

24. Values are also anchored in the "heart." Not only the logic of the head, but the language 

of the heart tells me that something is worthwhile, so that I am also affected by its 

worthiness. "Where your treasure is, there your heart is also." 

25. When the mind and the heart are involved, the persona is involved, and this leads to the 

third anchor base, namely the "hand." Values lead to decisions and actions--and necessarily 

so. "Love is shown in deeds, not words." 

26. Each academic discipline within the realm of the humanities and social sciences, when 

honest with itself, is well aware that the values transmitted depend on assumptions about the 

ideal human person which are used as a starting point. 

27. It is here especially that the promotion of justice in the name of the Gospel can become 

tangible and transparent. For it must guide and inspire the lawyer and the politician, the 

sociologist, the artist, the author, this philosopher and the theologian. I am talking about 

curriculum, about courses, about research -- which means that we are talking about faculty, 

about us and our lay colleagues, and our boards of trustees. 

28. Our institutions make their essential contribution to society by embodying in our 

educational process a rigorous, probing study of crucial human problems and concerns. It is 

for this reason that Jesuit colleges and universities must strive for high academic quality. So 

we are all speaking of something far removed from the facile and superficial world of slogans, 

or ideology, of purely emotional and self-centered responses, and of instant, simplistic 

solutions. 

29. Teaching and research and all that goes into the educational process are of the highest 

importance in our institutions because they reject and refute any partial or deformed vsion of 

the human person. This is in sharp contrast to educational institutions which often 

unwittingly sidestep the central concern for the human persona because of fragmented 

approaches of specialization. 



30. Within a fuller human context the pastoral dimension of the college or university 

program becomes an essential element in assisting the academic community to appropriate 

Christ-like values into their lives. 

31. This service should not be restricted to excellent campus ministry programs for students, 

faculty and staff. It should involve a pastoral concern which gives an added dimension to all 

relationships among members of the academic community. Without such pastoral care, our 

education runs the risk of remaining cerebral, not fully human in its quest for God's love and 

guidance. 

 

B. Interdiscipolinary approach -- Theological Wisdom 

32. And so, in addition to such rigor and such critical analyses, which I hope each one of us 

individually incorporates as an essential part of our teaching, there is something we can and 

should do together. 

33. When working on his essay "The Idea of a University," John Henry Newman 

demonstrated that the very name "universitas" highlights the fact that the university is not a 

place where there is merely a quantitative accumulation of knowledge or simply a 

conglomeration of faculties and institutes. In a university each science is seen to be 

insufficient in itself to explain the fullness of creation. 

34. Thus a qualitative integration of inquiry is sought which can lead to an appreciation of 

more comprehensive truth. How far this is from the view that portrays the university as 

merely an administrative umbrella for unconnected fields of research. 

35. It is a pity that an interdisciplinary approach, the only significant way to heal the fracture 

of knowledge, is still considered a luxury reserved to occasional staff seminars or a few 

doctoral programs. Of course, an interdisciplinary approach is not without problems: It runs 



37. Just being practical, today the key problems that face men and women on the brink of 

the 21st century are not simple. What single academic discipline can pretend to offer 



Incarnation of God in Christ and the divinizing of women and men by the gift of the Spirit. 

Transfiguration of Christ by the power of the Spirit is a part of human reality itself. 

44. And this transfiguration, which continues among us, saves us even as it calls us to 

integrate all learning and all science. It is this transfiguration which makes the work of a 

Jesuit university a project and an adventure that is both human and divine; one which 

proclaims that, in spite of the prodigious diversity of technologies in many areas of learning, 

the idea of a university, which is the integral idea realization of the human person, is revealed 

to us as possible. 

45. Our universities of course must do this precisely as universities following our heritage 

and tradition. This heritage and tradition promotes a culture that emphasizes the values of 

human dignity and the good life in its fullest sense by fostering academic freedom, by 

demanding excellence of schools and students which must include moral responsibility and 

sensitivity, and by treating religious experience and questions as central to human culture 

and life. The aim here is Ignatian and clear: the greater good. 

46. Concrete means to achieve such an integrated program might be sought in the substance 

and methodologies employed in the core curriculum or in significant capstone courses for 

senior students on social, cultural and ethical responsibilities--and in that contemplative 

capacity for God and the world which lies at the very center of their human existence. 

 

C. Interapostolic Initiatives 

47. Let me extend the point further. The mission college and university Jesuits face today is 

so complex that you simply cannot hope to achieve its ends by yourselves. It is therefore of 

the greatest importance that in one way or other those engaged in the educational apostolate 

in the Society take the initiative to collaborate with those Jesuits who work full time in the 

direct promotion of justice. 



university studies; so it is clear that Jesuits missioned to those apostolates have need of the 

university. 

49. But on the other hand, university Jesuits run the real risk of living at a distance, or with 

an information gap, but especially a distance of affectivity from realities off campus. 



57. We who are missioned to build the kingdom of the Lord cannot remain limited to 



64. Jesuits in the apostolate of higher education should feel encouraged about the 

importance of their mission as evidenced in the third world congress on Catholic higher 

education held in Rome a little more than a month ago. This was a major step in the 

ongoing dialogue between the Holy See and leaders of Catholic colleges and universities. 



70. Words have meaning; if a college or university describes itself as "Jesuit" or "in the Jesuit 

tradition," the thrust and practice of the institution should correspond to the description. 

71. It should be operative in a variety of ways. The recruitment of students must include 

special efforts to make a Jesuit education possible for the disadvantaged. 

72. But let it be noted, and let there be not misunderstanding: The option for the poor is not 

an exclusive option, it is not a classist option. We are not called upon to educate only the 

poor, the disadvantaged. The option is far more comprehensive and demanding, for it calls 

upon us to educate all -- rich, middle class and poor--from a perspective of justice. 

73. Ignatius wanted Jesuit schools to be open to all; and the Gospel reveals that the love of 

God is universal. Given the special love we have for the poor, we educate all social classes so 

that young people from every stratum of society may learn and grow in the special love of 

Christ for the poor.



prior clarity concerning a statement of the mission of the institution, and a prior acceptance 

and commitment to foster this mission, it seems unrealistic to expect that we can hope for an 

institution to continue "in the Ignatian tradition." 

79. And growth in understanding and commitment needs to be cultivated through faculty 

seminars, discussions and the like, as well as through individual conversations and 

friendships. Clearly, opportunities for closer involvement in sharing in the spirit and mission 

of the institution should be offered through colloquia, retreats and liturgies for those who are 

open to and desirous of them. 

80. This is not a case of too few Jesuits needing to seduce the laity into acting like Jesuits. 









103. 2) Do we with our fellow Jesuits participate in development and renewal of the 

institutional mission statement of our college or university? Once written, do we work to 

make it a living document in hiring, promotion, in curriculum renewal, in choice of research 



individual institutions; the number of institutes devoted to the spiritual development of staff, 

academic colleagues, and the like. 

111. All of these activities don't constitute a blueprint or an infallible plan of action; they are 
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