


Jeg i CaJ;lohc Edl ca;on i§ a pioceg$ J;la &aﬁ luee key pa 3 being agn-
we being leﬂec;ve and bemg loving. I, le(; 11{ in he kind of good dec1(;10n
maklng ba‘S Igna; ¢ called .digce nmen o, The goal of Jeg li ‘ed ca;on i$ Q
piod lce men L and women foi whom digce inmen 4@ a habl‘

We can hink of digce inmen 2 he lifelong piojec ‘of exploiing o'l4 expe-
iience, giving 1‘mean1ng, and llvmg ina way ba‘,ganﬁlaeﬁ Qi§ meaning 1np
Y
ac{on. We can al(;o lnnk of ln(; pioceg$ ag gome ,hmg ,hap"e foc I§ on Wll (;pec1al
1nen$1y aypa l{c {lat momen{ in ol liveg I iing be ol yeaig of college of
when e have Q make impo iqn dec1$10n(; When e dl(sce n, ve “anQ do ¢o
fieely and Tﬂ,h a (;en(;e of wha God if calling ¢ Q do.

Thiolgh J;le piac ;ce of digceining, % gio »in being able Q imagine ho
e aie going live 0 l1\ne(; We digcowet woca Jon. The noveh(; ,and ,heolog1an
Fredetick Blechne( degciibeg woca Jon ag . Je place whee yo- i deep gladne@(; and
he wild ¢ deep h'lngei mee v When e aiiive a‘lll(i place and "Indeig and he
fi. be(een who we aie and tha‘he woild needs¢ of 1(; Sy lgnad ¢ Ligeg 1§ pbe
{nafiaid Q live Tub be conged ” ence(; of lu(s leahza;on and Q le(;pond mh gen-
eioiy and magnanimiy, beca ige liug ig lze way tla e can love a¢ God love(s

We aie no‘(;olla ;)1 ciea 4e$ Fiom be womb, e live in lelagon§h1p(s Tub
ohel(s gio Tvmg lp in ¢l 4al gocial, and poh;cal 1n(54 40n(; ha‘ohelﬁ have
c;eaed foi 1¢. Tobe h {man it 9 find o'l place in ,heﬁe lela4on$h1p(; and J;le(;e
ing 4;l4on(; Q @ke Le(;pon(;1b1l1y ot bem Q con 41b l@ on l,l‘l.ung and imp iow
ing hem and Q glve fome lung back. Je¢” 1*4ad1 {on lgeﬁ J;le Lam woid magi¢
oi umoie, ¢ im ip ll1$ ideal, a life lived in ;e(;pon(se Q he d leg {on: Howcan I
be mose, do mote, give moie?

Men and women a‘ln(; ing ;‘1 -4on, of which yo 1. ,he clagg of 2012 atenow
apai,m {;‘begm Q examine ,hen l1ve(; a¢ J.R. Moehiingei did: .l was always the
benefmary of her restless courage. 1"d been so focused on getting in, 1'd failed to appreci-
ate my mother’s genius for getting out...I understood that every virtue | associated with
manhood—toughness, persistence, determination, reliability, honesty, integrity, guts—my
mother exemplified.,, We canno‘pay a,@n;on Qo0 i expetience and ;eﬂec‘on 1,
Tvlho L‘;eahzmg ho Tvo iown l1ve(; aie conneced Tﬂ,h J;le dieamg of all ,ho(;e W,h
whom e haie he jo’ mey of h'lman exi¢ ,ence and he iefoie Tmb he economic,
poh;cal and (soc1al ;eah;eg ha*(s ppo ;,olf rlfdag J;leud;eam(s Thl$ if why Jeg ll‘
edl lca;on ig go ofen (;a1d Q plod lce men and women with and for others.

Exce pg gken fiom Je Pocket Guide to Jesuit Education.



The FiigYea: Academic Conwoca jon began a¢ a call foi a ne w iilal
called Fiig ‘Fligh\' “he ieby, membe if of ,h\e Bog.on College comm'niy miéh
be(s‘ welcome each incoming clag¢ 1np he academic conve ifa 40n al Leady
iego lndmg lno gho L‘,he Helgh{ Beg in a(; an effo ;‘of (;‘Lden‘and fac lly
collaboia 4on be even ‘ha(; gio " fiom a comm1(;$1on1ng of fi if <yeat $‘1den{
Qa biacke § ing p;oceﬁ(slon 4en10 it no w follo » ,he tame io L@ on beu day of
g;ad la4on a(; hey Qoaie welcomed i ing he gieagicomm Im,] ofg;ad 13@?
P ;ofe(;(;lonal(; and al lmni.

Convocation and Graduation ceremonies on campus.

I@(; o 4hope lla 4n lle fol A yeait ha pags be Jeen be Conweca § {on and
Giad ]Lagon ol yO 1bng men and women Tvlll Wl\q a ho 1Lgh,f 1, info ;med and
lowng gaze, look moie clogely a‘be wid aiolnd bem Ulunacly we hope
ba ‘bey +ill have beg in Q agk, a(; developmen gl pﬁychologl(;@ iik Etik¢on did,
.Who am I, and howdo I ﬁ‘mQ ,hl(; woild? The be(;,*say Qg8+ ,ha pom‘
of di¢ce inmen 69 engage in lle ac ‘of conwe iga Jon. The Fi L(s Yeai Academic
Conweca fon if an even‘b 44(5 al(so a dl(sc ggion, a hc fafy expe iience cen ¢ ied
on ,he m@l ig6 leg p ,‘fo ;,h in a piogiam facili %gd by he Office of Fiig ‘Yeal
Expenlence called Conve-(;a{)n(; in ,lze Fiig Yeai

All incoming (;‘Lden{ have been i¢¢led a book and 1\16 chaige Q begin
engaging in conweifa Jong T'lh fac” ly (s@ff and beufello wda“macﬁ ba‘
mlgh‘(;‘l lggle Qge he £ be acjve and 9 be lovmg a¢ a comm’” mi of lea ne r(s
Thege conweiga 4on(; begln inea Lly fall Tvl,b ,he Fiig ‘Yea i Academic Conweca § don.
In he pag Di "Pall Faimes, h-o lgh T;acy K1dde;$ woik Mountains Beyond
Mountalns a(sked (;‘llden{ Q examine how o'l comml{nen‘ Q ed ica;onal
excellence can allo » 9 be <t foim a < le voca4ona1 life, ceng;ed in fe ivice
by looking beylond ,he comfo ;{ of 1ieal,h and ba(;lc healb caie @ llo(;e who
enjoy nelhe; g ‘Democt ;a;c P;eslden,;al candldac Sena{); Baiack Obama
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addiegted ¢« den{m be conexﬁofhl(; memoii Dreams from My Father: A Story of
Race and Inheritance, wonde iing alo” 1d 1ho » ﬁe migh ‘clo'(;e he “empa,hy gap,
pleﬁen‘m Ameiican (soc1ey Qday pa qc lla iy ¢ Lito lndmg 47 e(s 4on(; of iace and
1den{i Rep Iblican Ple'(;lden{al cand1da¢ Sena ot John McCain add ie¢ged (;‘

den{ on J;le Qpic of ge ivice and leade l$h1p in bo,h he piblic and p five¢ tpheie.
Lag yyeai, ]eanne,\c Wallg ¢haied hei a¢ .pm(;hmg memoi, The Glass Castle, de 311
ing hei nomadic childhood. In ln@ tema tkable memoif, Jeanne & Wallg ill - :(543 c(;
J;Ee po %ei of lowe and iedemp § {on.

At a clags, each of yo L il have be oppo l@my h1(; yeai @ piepaie foi hl(;
conwe ia {on by engaging in The Tender Bar. J.R. Moehiingei ha(; 1)1 folnd h1(;
“ay, and h;o gh hi§ memoii % can examine o Ligelves Q ee if % ae heading
Q waid a $1mlla| enligh gnmen Thiolgh lu(; memoii, J. R. Moeh i iinge exempli-
ﬁe(s Qe et 14deal$ of d1(sce inmen 4 Al o gh hi¢ pad m(; no eatily ob gined, hig
teflec § e, lovmg, and honeg ,dep1c 4011 of hig life give ¢ a cleat 1nd1ca40n of ,he
many ob$ @cle(; ha v +ill need Q conf fon(ag we engi m{) ad llhood

1,1(; o'l hope ,ha h1(; glide il help Q ignig 2 yO U pag(;lon and c l/uole
Make no ml(;ake Bo(;{)n College expec§ a gieay deal fiom yo 1 1{ ne wef § -
den{ Yol will'in lA,n bung yo L 1n¢ll1gence ene igy, imagina on, and compaﬁ
¢ion Qcieagan even gieagi Bog Qn College and iealize he fi L lig of yo Lt ed lca-
4on Q yo Lilife and woik. Yolae v;@l 9 he miggion of ln@ nive L(ili Ol a(;k
1(; Q (; PPOiyo Lin he leahzawn of | yo lig goal§ and d;eamg m,h ¢ and beyond
Bo(s on College.

J.R. Moehringer (pronounced Mo-ringer) is a for-

mer Nieman Fellow at Harvard University. He was the

winner of the Pulitzer Prize for feature writing in 2000

for his portrait of Gee’s Bend, Alabama, an isolated river

town where many descendants of slaves live and where a

proposed ferry to the mainland threatened to change the

community. He was also a Pulitzer finalist for feature

writing in 1998 for his magazine piece “Resurrecting

the Champ,” which chronicled heavyweight boxer Bob

Satterfield’s glory days—and his demons. “Resurrecting

the Champ” was recently adapted for a film starring

Samuel L. Jackson and Josh Hartnett. J.R. has claimed

many other honors as well, including a 1997 Livingston

Award for Young Journalists. Moehringer’s first book, the memoir The Tender Bar, was
a New York Times best seller. He lives in Denver, Colorado..

IFiom www endeibaicom
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“We went there for everything we needed. We went there when thirsty, of course,
and when hungry and when dead tired. We went there when happy, to celebrate, and
when sad, to sulk. We went there after weddings and funerals, for something to settle
our nerves and always for a shot of courage just before. We went there when we didn't
know what we needed, hoping someone might tell us...Most of all we went there when we
needed to be found.”

A¢ ].R. examinet hi¢ life by ﬁndlng clai iy and pe igpec {ve, he digcoweig hi¢
place in ,he voild. By W{le“mg if j o'L;ney e aie able Q ake meas Lie of 0Li-
elveg and look Q apply hl(; haid-fo lgh‘;eahza;on(; Qo liowm hve(; The pagsion,
deph and openne(s(s h;o h which he expla1n$ h1(; life enable g Q tee he complex-
iy of oo liveg.

A memoii if in many vayf a jo- mey in g oneg (;elf Thi¢ gelf-di ;eced plis 111‘
ied lite¢ a cloge examma;on of o'l Pag+ and pLe‘?‘en,Q Indeg {nd oli f LQhe Thig
ablhy Q kno wone § 4 le (;elfl(; a‘,he hea L*ofo 10w digce mmen‘A(; afoim of mli
ing, a memoi h1ghl1gh{1<ey momen{ oi even{ fiom one ¢ life. Delibe: fag ch01ce(s
hawe Q be made Q;o lgh ,he mu‘ng The examma;on of ,he(;e even{ iplcally hag
bio” tho Lh deep con@mpla;on fiom ,he emo 4ona1 coie of ,he m1¢;. The Engligh
nowelig ‘An hony Po vell $aid, Memoi if can newe( be wholly { le, (;mce hei canno



BEFORE YOU READ:
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

Before you read the book, examine your self-understanding by reflecting on
yourself and how you relate to others. Here are some questions to help you get started:

Wha‘even{ expeiienceg, of people
have infl lenced ot (;haped who yo
aie Qdayl and who yo an be?

Ho tha(; yo 1 tela {onghip w,h
yo i famﬂy changed gince ylo

weie yo ng? Ho do yo 1 envagion
,changmg owe{yo- Lifols yeaitay
Bo(; Qn College?

Ho whawe yo l.locagd and folnd a
comm” ni,] o'\{ide of yo 1 family?
Ho = doeﬁ one feel connec ed Qa
comm ni ¥> Can yo L become loﬁ ~in
,hl(s eaich fot congec’ 4vene$$>

Ho wha¢ be geaich affec.gd yo v
dewvelopmen { Whaaie e expec.q-



The Tender Bar akeﬁ place in he om™m of Manhage Long I¢land,
which i¢ ,he back d;op Q quge ;ald(; The Great Gatshy. The naiiaQi of
be GLea‘Ga{by Nick Caira “ay, it aimed only Tub lle tage T!1(;dom ba‘
h1$ fahe; impai§ @ him: ,Whenewei )loi feel like cu4c1z1ng anyone j'lgy
Lemembe; ,ha‘all ,he people in he woild hawen, had ,he advanage(; ,ha
yo L% had., Whlle Nick Catia Tvay hag 9 leain Q na\;ga{: ile decadence
of lle 1920(; Jazz Age, J.R. mav;eﬁ in he ﬁelfcon(; med 1980§ Wlho
,he beneﬁ‘ofa fahe;(s wigdom ot ,he glf‘of admnageg J.R. Moeh unge;
@ea iche¢ fot dig iecdon, mo {wa jon, and g lidance, ﬁndmg bem in hi¢ ganc-

aLyl a local bat In many T'ay(; hl(; gle i¢ a modein day teaich for lle
Ameiican Dieam.

A yo L begin Q iead bio gh Moehiingei ¢ memoii, i‘i(s impoian
Q iden 4ny key momen{ in hl(; wii ,mg ha he delibe ;a@lyl choo(;e(; Q gha e
wlb Qe teade Each chap giand (;Q iy ;ep Le'(;en{ a congcio i choice made
by he wue i 1‘1(; impo (qn{o lnnk abo’ )‘(;ome key momen{and image¢:
hig¢ Tife Tvl,hm he bat and ho » 1‘change(; ovei 4me hig Lela4on(;h1p Tﬂh
be women in hl(; life, hig connecgon Wlh Bill and B'ld, hi¢ imp te¢giong of
Yale and The New York Times, hi¢ complex ;ela;on(shlp mh hi¢ fa,heb and
hig¢ ablhy Q find peigpec @-e on hig life. 1,1(; al(so impoign49 ;eﬂec‘ lpon
how we 1mpac‘obe i, hveﬁ in pogi{we and nega jwe T\ay'(; Rela;on(;h1p§
g lLally piowde 1n¢ ;ac40n$ which affec,boh individ " lalg bach’ pe ;(son
ake(; (;omelung fiom ,he o,he;, Thi¢ i impac4can ofcn happen who L‘o o
Leahzaion Wha doe(; J. R. <’11<e and ghaie mh hi¢ mo be; hig g;andmo be;
hi¢ co :@m McGia w hi¢ gi dftiend Sidney, and lle ohe i men a‘he bar? Ae
lze(;e effec{ pogi{we oi nega 4:%’

14(5 o'Li hope ha‘,he hema;c o;gamza;on of he X+ al -baged ¢ leg-
4on(; il begin Q p;obe y0 L Q lunk abol. ,he academic telewance of Qe
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Ho wig o'l cha fac gt ¢haped and mold-
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Why do e chng p o,be i¢ foi gec’l {1,]
Wha,a;e o'l gec” 141,/ 1¢m(s> A;e pas
gmng of behaviot a fotm of gecl i y?
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It J.R. like hi¢ fabe i® Ho wi¢ he dif-
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Howi¢a men.oi impo ian‘in o'l

o™ peigonal gio wlﬁ Ho wcan e

find one? Wha,;ole do men i
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Ho w doe¢ life become a collec { {on of
;ela;on(;hlp(; which begin 9 (shape
and foim o'l chai iac gi?
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Wha‘lmpac doe§ hi¢ mo be; have
on h1$ childhood? Whyi doe(; 1,ake
J.R. $o long Q val le hei 1mpac‘on
hi¢ life? Ho » can book§ ¢e ive a(s a
foim of connec on Q olle i¢, and a
nay 0 make (;en%e of ,he woild? How

hag Leadlng ghaped yo i life?
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J.R. (;{ { w41 a paggion foi bageball

beca'l $e 1*Lep -e(;en{ manhood and

hi¢ abgen fallel Wha‘ﬂe;e yo'u v
paggiong a(; a child? Why “eie yo 1
diawn Q hem> Ho % hawe ,hey
helped yo -9 ewolwe? Howdo we
begin Q define ol 1n{:;e(s{and
find paﬂslon(; ha,,a ie pa ;‘of i
wai 431g Q be dl(;cove ied?
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Ho # do Bill and Bldd begin 9
in¢pite and allo wJ.R. be fieedom
Q digcove hi¢ calling?
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Ho »do yo Lplan 9 ge yo i foli
yeaig of college? Wha‘ype of edl-
cadon do yo “Lhope p gain?
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J-R. geems o lunk ‘ba‘he wag deal |
a bad hand in life. Ho wlﬁ hlﬁ ged )
ag a .fec 141,] blanke‘, Q] ilg 4fy hig¢
lack of ¢~ :G@med effo OB Ya1e> Ho ™
doeg ln(s 1mpac‘h1§ 'y cce(;(s>



When J.R. mee § be pieg ~on be 4a1n
hey alk a giea . deal abo L‘h1$ life and
hl(; calhng The pue$ 4nake(; iefe ience
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Why do men ciea g facadeg ha‘bey
feel m 1{;‘be wom? Wha,a ie men
piogc 4ng> Wha‘a ie hey hiding?
Wha‘a ie lle facade(; ,ha _fomen
wea? Ho % do men and “omen pei-
pe{a@\ lge(;e facadeg?
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Wha*Lole(; do men play in {aiging
J.R.? Why do ,he women in be mem-
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As you finish the memoir and enter into your
first year of college, it will be important to exam-
ine the decisions that you make while here at BC.
Taking time to reflect upon your motivations, your
desires, and your fears will give you a much bet-
ter perspective on your life—where you came from,
where you are presently, and where you are heading.
Boston College hopes to partner with you during
this journey through the careful discernment of the
intellectual, spiritual, and social components that
affect you during your undergraduate journey.
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