




The early Jesuits struggled to describe what they called “our way of proceed-
ing.” Their distinctive spirituality can be seen as a three-part process. It begins 
with paying attention to experience, moves to reflecting on its meaning, and ends 
in deciding how to act. Jesuit education, then, can be described in terms of three 
key movements: being attentive, being reflective, and being loving. It results in the 
kind of good decision-making that St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Society 
of Jesus, called discernment. Discernment enables each of us to seek the greater 
good before us. Having this deep interior knowledge of the heart is to communi-
cate with God and trust that the hand of God is at work fortifying and directing us 
in our lives. One of the many goals of a Jesuit education is to produce men and 
women for whom discernment is a habit.

We can think of discernment as the lifelong process of exploring our experi-
ence, reflecting upon its meaning, and living in a way that translates this meaning 
into action that creates a harmonious community for us all. We can also think 
of this process as something that we focus on with special intensity at particular 







When we understand that God is love, it is foundational for us to under-
stand that God loves us completely and fully. In order to deepen our understand-
ing of this, Ignatius asks each of us to reflect upon and contemplate God’s love, 
which is the concluding prayer of the Spiritual Exercises. There is great value in 
reflecting upon all that we have within our lives: our family, friends, talents, and 
gifts. Through reflecting upon our experience, expressing gratitude, and having 
patience, we are better able to find and retain a perspective that helps us to shape 



Before reading McCann’s book, please reflect upon the following prayer by 
the late Superior General of the Society of Jesus, Pedro Arrupe, S.J.:







As the class of 2015, each of you will have the opportunity to read
 and to welcome author Colum McCann to Boston College to discuss his 

work. Through this contemporary novel, you will come to see the interconnected-
ness of humanity through the lives of 11 seemingly unconnected New Yorkers who 
are mysteriously and beautifully in communion with one another. The novel sug-
gests that God’s grace and love open the lives of the characters to redemption, hope, 
compassion, and ultimately, love. This 9/11 novel set in 1974 revolves around the 
World Trade Center and a central event: a tightrope walk by Philippe Petit. Through 



As you enter into this Jesuit, Catholic University, we will ask each of you to 
engage in a conversation, to live together, and to share your life with one another. As 



blinders, allowing us to recognize the goodness of ourselves, other people, and God’s 
creation. Through these encounters, we are suddenly reminded that we are immersed 
in the love of God and never alone. 





ence of faith addressed within the novel? Where are you within your  
understanding of faith? How does one’s faithful life impact the capacity to 
experience transcendence?

“When he looked into the darkness he might find the presence of a light, dam-
aged, and bruised, but a little light all the same…out of that came some sort 
of triumph that went beyond theological proof, a cause for optimism against 
all evidence” (p.20). Through whom does the presence of light shine brightest 
within the novel?

“You know, when you are young, God sweeps you up. He holds you there. The 
real snag is to stay there and to know how to fall…when you tumble, the test 
is being able to climb up again. That’s what I’m looking for” (p. 50). How has 
your faith been tested? How have you learned to “climb up”?

“Sometimes, you’ve got to go up to a very high floor to see what the past has 



ber of sacred places within our community where you can go to contemplate and 
recognize God in all things. 

www.bc.edu/prayermap.

There is one place in particular, given the subject of McCann’s novel, that we 
believe would be important to your understanding of  and the 
events of 9/11: the Memorial Labyrinth, which was dedicated to the BC alumni who 
were lost on September 11, 2001. For centuries, pilgrims had followed the singular 
path within labyrinths to represent their desire to walk through life with truthful 
purpose and to symbolize a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Boston College’s Memorial 
Labyrinth is a place for you to reflect upon the pilgrimage that you are currently under-
taking. The labyrinth is a sacred space on our campus that was designed to represent 
the intersection between the human and the divine. 

The 11 characters in this novel are all linked in mysterious ways through God’s 
love; we, too, are connected through God’s love. Taking time to open your heart, con-
template your dreams, reflect upon a loss, ponder questions, or to pray are all ways 
in which we can understand our individual relationships with God and experience 
transcendence. The labyrinth is a physical and spiritual way to begin this process. The 
eleven concentric circles within the labyrinth are linked by a single path that leads to 
a center that is bisected by a cross representing Christ within our world. As you arrive 
on campus, please walk this blessed path and contemplate the essential questions that 







As you enter into your first year of college,  
it is important to examine the decisions that 
you make while here at BC. Taking time to 
reflect upon your motivations, your desires,  
and your fears will give you a better perspective 
on your life—where you came from, where 
you are presently, and where you are head






