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Freshman Scholars Embrace Itallan Culture

By Amanda Loewy, A&S’15

During spring break in
March, the freshman class of
Presidential ~ Scholars travelled
far
and religious perspectives, as well
a museum. We also visited The
Bridge of Sighs, which connects the
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AN excursion to Murano provided
he opportunlty to explore the islan
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The Class of 2015 poses for a group photo with the bell tower of San Marco in

the background. All photos taken by Jennie Thomas.

see Italy page 3



Social Justice Project

A Panel on Immigration

By Francesca McCaffrey,
A&S’14

On the night of February
21%, the members of the Presidential
Scholars Program, as well as
individuals from the greater Boston
College community, gathered in the
Murray Function Room to listen
to a panel of pve women tell their
stories. This panel was the prst
ofpcial event of the sophomore

scholarsd social justice project
0Whatbs Your Story?: Narratives of
Immigrationo.

In preparation, the

sophomores spent the fall semester
interviewing BC students, faculty,
and staff who had had experiences
with immigration. The result was
hours of conversation and pages
of interview notes that were then
used to shape the vision for the
upcoming panel and the symposium
that took place on March 23", Five
of the individuals interviewed,
students Jinah Kim, A&S 0§12, and
Mariana Eizayaga, A&S (14, BC
Dining staff member Mirela Agaj,
and professors Elena Lapitsky

and Carmen Merolla, accepted the
invitation to speak at the panel and
share their stories with a larger
audience.

Jinah Kim, A&S 6§12 and
President of BCis Asian Caucus,
began the evening by sharing her



Below: Father Keenan and Renzo
Pegoraro enjoy the day in Padova




Social Justice Project

By Nick Moffa, A&S ‘14

On the evening April 13,
the PSP co-sponsored journalist
Jose Antonio Vargas to speak at the
Asian Pacipc American Heritage
Month (APAHM) Opening
Ceremony as an auxiliary event of
the Whatls Your Story immigration
narrative of the Class of 2014.

Mr. Vargas is a Filipino-
American, Pulitzer Prize-
Winning journalist living and
working in the United States and
is the co-founder of the oDepne
Americanoinitiative. His journalistic
career has included the coverage of
the 2008 presidential election, the
impact of HIV, and coverage of the
Virginia Tech shootings, for which
he earned the 2008 Pulitzer Prize
for Breaking News Reporting.

Yet, what Mr. Vargas is



Social Justice Project

By Nick Moffa, A&S‘14

On Friday, March 23, the
Presidential Scholars Program Class
of 2014 held the second event of
their Social Justice Project, called
OWhatls Your Story? Narratives
of Immigration Symposium.6 It
consisted of four different events
that took place in the Fulton Honors
Library. The events included
a Keynote Address by Kwasi
Sarkodie-Mensah, a performance by
African-American, Hispanic, Asian,
and Native American (AHANA)
Collective Theater, a talk by Rachel
Hershberg on the Post-Deportation
Human Rights Project, and a panel
discussion titled 0Running Away to
Homed with Victoria Luu (2014),
her father Tommy Luu, and Bryan
Zuluaga.

The prst event that took
place was the performance by
AHANA Collective Theater. An
entertaining and engaging prst
event, it depicted the life of a prst
generation immigrant in the United
States and his relationships with
his parents. It was a light-hearted
and fun play that set the tone for the
aM



Social Justice Project

Photo Courtesy Of: Matthew Alonsozana.

Symposium cont. from page 5

past year: 0After months of work
putting this symposium together, |
couldndt have been prouder of the
pnal product. The speakers blended
the academic and the personal in a
way that made the issue come alive
in a very honest way.6 Overall, the
O0Whatbs Your Story: Narratives of
Immigration Symposiumé was a
great success and a depning and
momentous way to end our classis
yearlong Social Justice Project.
We hope that it made a difference
not just in the lives of the people
who attended, but in the lives of
those who participated; it certainly
altered our perspectives not only on
immigration, but most importantly
on those immigrants who call the
United States home.

AHANA Collective Theater performs at
the symposium (top left). PSP Class
of 2014 Scholars Alison Wawarzynek,
Maggie Scollan, John Wang, Matthew
Alonsozana and Sarah Ganton pose
near Devlin Hall to promote the panel
on immigration (bottom left).

Panel cont. from page 2









Aditya Ashok *12 SXEOLVKHG DQ DUILFOH HQILIOHG
3$Q (WKLFDO &DVH 6IXG\ RI IKH + 1

SHVHDUFK = LOHPPD™ LQ WKH ,Y\ -RXUQDO RI (lIKLFV
+H KDV DOVR EHHQ DFFHSIHG IR WKH = KLiH +RXVH

, QIHUQVKLS 3URJUDP IRV 6XPPHU DQG IIKH
7UXPDQ $0EULIKI SHVHDUFK )HIWRZV 3URIUDP

Mike Cuttler 12 SUHVHQIHG KLV IKHVLV The
Formation and Migration of the Connecticut River
Estuary Turbidity Maximum, Di IKH - HFN *HRORJ\
&RQVRUILXPYV $QQXD) 6\PSRVLXP

Alex Goldowsky, 12, SUHVHQIHG KLV WKHVLV
Emotional Regulation of Positive Information and
Subsequent Memory Effects DI IKH 3VNFKRIRJ\
8QGHUJUDGXDIH SHVHDUFK &RQIHUHQFH DQG D IKH
+RQRW 3URJUDP 6HQLRU 7KHVLV 1LIKW

Karen Kovaka ’12 was named a Lilly Graduate
Fellow. The Lilly Graduate Fellowships support
graduate study for exceptionally well-qualiped
young men and women who have bachelor degrees
from Lilly Fellows Program Network Schools
(including Boston College) and who are interested
in becoming teacher-scholars at church-related
colleges and universities in the United States.

Jessica Seminelli, *12, SXEOLVKHG D SDSHU HQILIOHG
3/DQJIXDJH DQG ,GHQILIN™ LQ WKH %LUFK &ROXPELD
SQLYHUVLINYV SUHVILILRXV NRXUQDO RQ 60DYLF DQG
(XUDVLDQ GWXGLHV 7KH SLHFH LV DQ H[ SRVLIRU\

HVWD\ RI OLVHUDUN FULILFLVP WKDW NX [WDSRVHV GLITHUHQN
-HZLVK SXWLDQ ZULIHWY VHQILPHQIV RI HKHLU
OLQIXLVILF DQG FXOWXUDO KHULIDIH 6KH LV DOVR UHFHQION
HQJDJHG IR 3HIHU = RIGD 363

Matthew Alonsozana, *14, ZDV QDPHG D 5LVLQJ
/HDGHUV )HWRZ 7HDFK )RU SPHULFD ODUFK

OD\ +H DOVR SUHVHQIHG Philippine Perspectives
on Public Policy: Disaster Management and Local
Health Initiatives




PSP Awards

University Honors

Order of the Cross & Crown

7KH 2UGHU RI WKH &URW DQG &URZQ LV IIKH UV
6FLHQFHV KRQRU VRFLHIN IRU VHQLRW ZKR ZKL0H
DFKLHYLQJ DQ DYHUDJH RI D OHDVI'$  KDYH HVIDEOLVKHG
UHFRUGV RI XQXVXD0 VHUYLFH DQG OHDGHUVKLS RQ WKH
FDPSXV

Aditya Ashok
Elizabeth Fair

Deans’ Scholars

(DFK \HDU D VHOHFW JURXS RI IKH EULIKIHVII \RXQJ
VFKRODUV LQ WKH $ 6 IXQLRU FODVV DUH KRQRUHG E\ WKH
"HDQRI$ 6DV "HDQV]6FKRIDUW 7KH\ DUH VHOHFIHG
RQ WKH EDVLV RI WKHLU RYHUD00 DFDGHPLF SHUIRUPDQFH
IKH UHFRP PHQGDILRQV 1URP WKHLU GHSDUIPHQWDO IDFX0IN
IKHLU FR FXUULFXODU LQLILDILYHV DQG IIKH VHQVH RI SXUSRVH
ZLIK ZKLFK IIKH\ DSSURDFK WKHLU IXWXUH

Brendan Kelly
Rachel Newmiller
Colleen Sinnott

Sophomore Scholars

(DFK \HDU KH PRW DFDGHPLFD0O0\ GLVILQJIXLVKHG
PHPEHUW RI IIKH VRSKRPRUH FODVV DUH KRQRUHG DV
6RSKRPRUH 6FKRIDVV  7KH \RXQJ VFKRIDUV OLVWHG EHORZ
KDYH DFKLHYHG DQ DFDGHPLF UDQNLQJ IKDW SODFHV IKHP LQ
IKH WRS WKUHH SHUFHQW R1 WKHLU FODVV RI PRUH KDQ

DQG KDYH DOVR UHFHLYHG IKH UHFRJQLILRQ DQG QRPLQDILRQ
RI'WKHW PDIRU GHSDUIPHQIV

Joseph Manning
Brooke Loughrin
Victoria Luu
Alison Wawrzynek

Phi Beta Kappa

3KL %HID - DSSD LV #KH PRV SUHVILILRXV DFDGHPLF
KRQRUV VRFLHIN LQ WKH 8QLIHG 6IIDIHV - $QQXDI0N LW
HOHFIV IR PHPEHUVKLS IIKH PRI RXIVIDQGLQJ VHQLRUV
DQG D KDQGIX0 RI WUXO\ H[FHSILRQDO NXQLRUY ~ EDVHG RQ

VXSHULRU VFKRODUVKLS DQG JRRG FKDUDFIHU

Class of 2012

Aditya Ashok
Elizabeth Fair
Alexander Goldowsky
Samuel Hocking
Abigail Letak

Kyle Marra

Jessica Seminelli
Robert (Brian) Tracz
Zachary Zimmerman

Class of 2013
Brendan Kelly
Rachel Newmiller
Colleen Sinnott

Alpha Sigma Nu

$0SKD 6LIPD 1.X LV D QDILRQDO -HVXLI KRQRUV VRFLHIN
VIDUIHG LQ $GPLWLRQ LV EDVHG RQ VFKRIDUVKLS
OR\DOIN\ DQG VHUYLFH

Class of 2012

Aditya Ashok

Elizabeth Fair (Secretary)
Alexander Goldowsky
Zachary Zimmerman

Class of 2013
Brendan Kelly
Rachel Newmiller

Phi Alpha Theta

Aditya Ashok, A&S ’12



PSP Awards

Sr. Thea Bowman, AHANA Scholar

7KH 6U 7KHD %RZPDQ 6FKRODUV 3URJUDP LV DQ
LQLILDILYH IR 1IRUPDOON SURPRIH DQG UHFRJQL]TH lIKH
DFDGHPLF DFKLHYHPHQIV Rl $+3$1.$ DQG 27 ( VIXGHQIV

Matthew Alonsozana, A&S 14



PSP Awards

Scholar of the College

7KH 6FKR0DU RI IKH &R00HJH DZDUG LV D GHVLIQDILRQ
DZDUGHG DIl &RP PHQFHPHQI iR H[ FHSHLRQDO VIXGHQIV
ZKR KDYH H[FHO0HG DFDGHPLFDOON LQ WKHLU XQGHUJUDGXDIIH
VIXGLHV DQG ZKR KDYH GRQH VXEVIDQILDO LQGHSHQGHQN
ZRUN RI IKH KLIKHW TXDOLN\ IRU D VLIQL¢, FDQW SDUW RI
IKHLU VHQLRU \HDU XQGHU IKH VXSHUYLVLRQ RI IDFX0IN
VFKRODUV

Abigail Letak
Kyle Marra
R. Brian Tracz

Albert J. McGuinn, S. J. Award

7KLV LV DQ DZDUG LQ PHPRU\ RI §KH 0DIH FKDLUSHWRQ
RIIKH =HSDUIPHQI RI &KHPLVIU\ DQG EURWKHU R1 WKH
founder of the Graduate School of Social Work. This
award is intended for Bachelor of Science graduates
who have most successfully combined propciency in
his or her major peld of study with achievements--
either academic, extra-curricular, or a combination of
both--in social sciences or humanities.

Aditya Ashok

The Shannon Lowney Award

Given annually to the senior who has excelled in
history and has shown a concern for social justice
issues, this award is named in honor of the late
Shannon Lowney, a 1991 history major graduate.

Aditya Ashok

Brendan Connolly, S.J. Award

An award in honor of Brendan Connolly, S.J. (1913-
1974), Director of Libraries at Boston College (1959-
1974), a witty and deeply loyal man who loved books
and respected learning. This award is made to a
member of the senior class who is distinguished for
the same characteristics.

Samuel Hocking

|Congratulations to all
award recipients!

Wall Street Council Tribute Dinner

Top left: Seniors Elizabeth
Fair, Caroline Beyer, Karen
Kovaka and Abigail Letak
pose at the Waldorf Astoria
before the dinner. Middle:
Jessica Seminelli speaks to
the guests at dinner. All
photos taken by Andrea
Gatti.

Top right: Seniors Kyle
Marra, Michael Cuittler,
Zachary Zimmermann,
Samuel Hocking, Alexander
Goldowsky, Aditya Ashok
and Brian Tracz. Bottom
center: Seniors pose before
dinner.



Congratulations, Class of 2012!
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On April 26, senior Scholars, PSP Director Fr. Jim Keenan, Assistant Director Jennie Thomas and Administrative Assis-
tant Andrea Gatti attended the annual Wall Street Council Tribute Dinner in New York City. Joining the Scholars at the
Waldorf Astoria were Fr. Leahy, major donors, and this year’'s honoree and his wife Mario J. Gabelli, Chairman & CEO,
GAMCO Investors, Inc. and Regina Gabelli.

Front row (left to right): Karen Kovaka, Jessica Seminelli, Elizabeth Fair, Caroline Beyer, Abigail Letak.
Back row (left to right): Kyle Marra, Aditya Ashok, Zachary Zimmermann, Michael Cuttler, Fr. Leahy, Regina Gabelli,
Mario J. Gabelli, Fr. Keenan, Samuel Hocking, R. Brian Tracz, Alexander Goldowsky.

oto: Jennie omas

On the morning of April 29, the Class of 2012 and Program Administrators enjoyed the city by walking to
lunch at Becco’s, an Italian restaurant owned by Joe Bastianich ‘89 and Lidia Bastianich.




