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Kevin Barry 

Burns Visiting Scholar, Spring 2017 Semester

The Center for Irish Programs and the Burns 
Library welcome the Irish novelist and short story 
writer Kevin Barry as Burns Visiting Scholar in Irish 
Studies for the spring 2017 semester. Kevin’s career 
has been marked by a rapid and popular success that 
has been validated by the views of critics and fellow 
writers and by success in literary awards. In 2007 
Barry won the Rooney Prize for Irish Literature for 
his short story collection There are Little Kingdoms. 
Four years later saw the publication of his first 
novel City of Bohane, which won the International 
IMPAC Dublin Literary Award in 2013 and has been 
described as “flamboyant and malevolent, speaking in 
a vernacular like no other.” The previous year another 
short-story collection, Dark Lies the Island, had been 
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23 I 2017 ADELE DALSIMER  
MEMORIAL LECTURE  

Thursday, 6 p.m., Devlin Hall 101

Clair Wills, the Leonard L. 
Milberg ’53 Chair of Irish 
Letters at Princeton University, 
presents “Digs & Lodging 
Houses: Literature, Ruins 
& Survival in Post-War 
Britain.” Wills is a leading 
scholar of twentieth-century 
British and Irish literature 

and society. Her lecture will explore the world 
of post-war British culture and will draw on the 
work of Harold Pinter and Samuel Beckett.

23 I FROM THE VARIETY STAGE TO 
THE SHAMROCK BAND: A BRIEF 

HISTORY OF IRISH MUSIC IN BOSTON,  
1890–1930 
Thursday, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Connolly House

Ethnomusicologist Dan 
Neely tells a story about 
Irish music in Boston that 
begins with the Gaelic 
revival and the variety stage 
and continues through 
to the dance bands of the 
1920s and the Depression. 
Live music with Joey 
Abarta, Sean Clohessy, 
and Sheila Falls Keohane 
will follow the lecture.

MARCH

15I ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION

A celebration of St. Patrick in 
music and in his own words. Please visit 
the Irish Studies website to view further 
details as they become available. 

21 I IRISH WRITERS SERIES  
Tuesday, 4:30 p.m., Connolly House

Hofstra University Adjunct Professor of English 
Connie Roberts will read from her poetry 
collection Little Witness (2015). In January 
2016 the book was shortlisted for the Shine/
Strong Award, which is presented annually 
to the author of the best debut collection of 
poems by an Irish poet the previous year. 

29 I THE LOWELL WRITERS SERIES IN  
COLLABORATION WITH FICTION 

DAYS AND IRISH STUDIES 
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Gasson Hall, Room 100

Best-selling Irish writer 
Anne Enright, most 
recently of The Green Road 
(2015), was named the 
inaugural Laureate for Irish 
Fiction in 2015. Enright 
has written numerous 
award-winning novels and 
short story collections. 
Her 2007 novel The 
Gathering won the Man 
Booker Prize for Fiction, 

the Hughes and Hughes Irish Novel of the 
Year Award, and the Irish Fiction Award. 

30 I GAELIC ROOTS PRESENTATION 
Thursday, 6:30-8:30 p.m., 

Connolly House

Traditional Irish music and dance featuring Boston 
College students performing with their instructors, 
Sheila Falls Keohane and Kieran Jordan.
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30 I THE 2017 THOMAS J. FLATLEY IRISH 
STUDIES LECTURE SERIES 

Thursday, 5:30 p.m., McMullen Museum of Art,  
The Hill Room, Room 111

Declan McGonagle, founding 
director, Irish Museum 
of Modern Art, presents 
“It’s About Them, Not Us: 
‘Turning’ the Museum  
in an Anxious World.” In  
this illustrated lecture, 
McGonagle will explore issues 
raised by the opening and 
subsequent development of a 

museum of modern art in Ireland at the end of the 
twentieth century. 

APRIL

4 I THE 2017 THOMAS J. FLATLEY IRISH  
STUDIES LECTURE SERIES  

Tuesday, 5 p.m., Connolly House

Eibhear Walshe 
presents “Modern 
Ireland in 100 
Artworks.” Walshe, 
a leading authority 
on Irish authors, 
presents the story 
that emerges through 
these 100 works. In 
his lecture he will 
discuss this innovative 
publication of 
which he served as one of several editors. These 
artworks trace the story of Ireland’s creative 
output from the revolutionary period until today.

5 I GAELIC ROOTS CONCERT 
 Wednesday, 6:30-8:30 p.m., 

Cadigan Alumni Center

Traditional/folk/
fusion trio from Prince 
Edward Island Ten 
Strings and a Goatskin 
will present traditional 
and original music 
inspired by their 
Canadian histories and 
roots, infused with pop 
and world rhythms.

6 I THE 2017 THOMAS J. FLATLEY IRISH  
STUDIES LECTURE SERIES  

Thursday, 5-8 p.m., Connolly House

In association with the Department of English 
Graduate Symposium in Women’s Writing, 
Julia Wright (Dalhousie University) presents 
“Supporting the Female Right to Literature: Irish 
Writing on Education and Authorship, 1775–1830.” 
Professor Wright is a leading international 
authority on Romanticism, particularly its Irish 
dimension. In her lecture she will explore debates 
on women’s education and its relationship to 
women’s authorship. Her lecture will be followed 
by an exploration of women’s writing as it 
relates to the same theme since Romanticism. 
Graduate students will offer brief reflections 
on key texts, extracts of which will be read by 
a professional actor. Registration required. 

Julia Wright
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8 I AN IRISH STUDIES COLLOQUIUM 
Saturday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Connolly House

Please join the Center for Irish Programs 
in this day-long Irish Studies Colloquium. 
Further details will be posted to our 
website as they become available. 

10 I THE 2017 THOMAS J. FLATLEY IRISH  
STUDIES LECTURE SERIES  

Monday, 4 p.m., Devlin Hall, Room 101

Professor Richard English presents, “Does 
Terrorism Work?” Richard English is Professor of 
Politics at Queen’s University Belfast where he is 
also Distinguished Professor Fellow in the George 
J. Mitchell Institute for Global Peace, Security, 
and Justice. His book Does Terrorism Work? A 
History offers a reflective answer to that question. 

12 I BURNS VISITING SCHOLAR LECTURE 
Wednesday, 4:30 p.m., Burns Library, 

Thompson Room  
Reception to follow, Irish Room

Kevin Barry presents “A Writer’s Apprenticeship.” 
Barry is one of Ireland’s most acclaimed new 
literary talents. In 2007 he won the Rooney Prize 
for Irish Literature for his short story collection 

There Are Little Kingdoms. His debut novel, City of 
Bohane, was released in 2011 and was subsequently 
named, in 2013, winner of the International Dublin 
Literary Award. 2012 saw the publication of another 
collection of short stories, Dark Lies the Island, and, 
in November 2015, Barry’s novel Beatlebone won 
the Goldsmith’s Prize. That prize aims to reward 
British and Irish fiction that breaks the mould 
or extends the possibilities of the novel form. 

19 I IRISH WRITERS SERIES  
Wednesday, 4:30 p.m., Devlin Hall,  

Room 101

Caitríona Palmer’s new 
book, An Affair with my 
Mother, is a moving story of 
love, denial, and a daughter’s 
quest for the truth, revealing 
the dark place that adoption 
holds in Ireland’s history. 
The Irish Examiner says An 
Affair with my Mother is not 
only an achingly honest 
account of Caitríona’s 

personal quest to find her roots; it’s also a forensic 
examination of the social issues surrounding 
it. Caitríona’s story is “a searing portrait of the 
social and familial forces that left Sarah—and 
so many other unwed Irish mothers of her 
generation—frightened, traumatized and bereft.”

Please share your e-mail address so we may keep you advised of upcoming news, events,  
and event details. You may send contact information to: irish@bc.edu.
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Jim Shanahan is a faculty member at Dublin City 
University, specializing in nineteenth-century Irish 
fiction. He presented a talk on Irish Gothic novels from 







editions that Quinn had printed did contain a dedica-
tion from Yeats to Lady Gregory for “plays that are in 
part your own.”

Quinn had an initial run of 15 copies of Where 
There is Nothing printed by John Lane at the Knicker-
bocker Press, and then 30 more on larger paper set 
from the same type, yet with some corrections and 
absent the printer’s name. It is this second state that 
we recently acquired. 

In a review that appeared in 1914, anarchist Emma 
Goldman remarked, “Where There Is Nothing is of 
great social significance, deeply revolutionary in the 
sense that it carries the message of the destruction of 
every institution—State, Property, and Church—that 
enslaves humanity. For where there is nothing, there 
man begins.” And from there as well, our collections 
continue to grow.

Irish Women Rising Exhibition Extended

Due to popular interest, the current exhibition in 
Burns Library celebrating Irish Republican women, 
originally scheduled to close on February 11, has been 
extended through March 25. 

“Irish Women Rising: Gender and Politics in 
Revolutionary Ireland, 1900–1923,” features a wealth 
of rare primary documents and artifacts, such as 
autograph books kept by female prisoners during the 
Irish Civil War. Many are drawn from a collection on 
Irish women revolutionaries acquired last February 
from collector Loretta Clarke Murray of Ballina, 
County Mayo, who was able to join us for a special 
reception co-sponsored by the Eire Society of Boston 
on November 18. It included a conversation about the 
importance of the Irish language, then and now, led 
by fall 2016 Burns Visiting Scholar in Irish Studies 
Louis de Paor and Professor Joseph Nugent.

On February 3, Lucy McDiarmid, currently the 
Marie Frazee-Baldassarre Professor of English at 



Century Ireland

BC-Ireland continues work on the Century Ireland 
project that charts the history of Irish life from 1913–
1923. It is an online project available at www.rte.
ie/centuryireland. The site was recently voted in a 
national poll as one of the best websites available to the 
public during the centenary events marking the 1916 
Easter Rising. The poll was organized by the National 
Library and the presentation was made to Century 
Ireland by Heather Humphreys, TD, Minister for the 
Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. The importance of 
the poll results is that the top 10 rated 1916 websites, 
including Century Ireland, will be permanently 
archived by the National Library.

Coverage of events 100 years ago will continue on 
Century Ireland throughout 2017, and highlights will 
include the East Clare by-election and the victory of 
Eamon de Valera, the Irish Convention, ongoing 
fighting on the Western Front, and the entry of the 
United States into the First World War. 

Eagles on the Road: 
Interview with Irish 
Institute/Global 
Leadership Institute 
Director Dr. Robert Mauro

This past fall, the Boston College Eagles took the 
football team on the road to compete in the Aer Lingus 
College Football Classic in Dublin. The game capped 
off a week of academic, business, and cultural events, 
all aimed at promoting and deepening the connection 
between Boston College and the country of Ireland. 

We interviewed Irish Institute and Global 
Leadership Institute Director Dr. Robert Mauro to 
hear more about his work around the game.

What was the role of the II/GLI
around the game?

The Irish Institute at the Global Leadership 
Institute has a long history of working with leaders in 
Ireland and Northern Ireland. Since 1999, over 1,200 
executives from Ireland have come to Boston College 
on Irish Institute programming. Thanks to these deep 

ties, we have an incredibly strong network that we 
were able to reconnect with and leverage around the 
game to ensure the trip would be a success. 

What kinds of events took place in Dublin?

As the official slogan of the week stated, the trip 
to Ireland was about “much more than a game.” It 
was a chance to connect the academic, business, and 
alumni communities of Boston College, Dublin, and 
our opponents from Georgia Tech. 

With that in mind, we were involved in several 
events around Dublin throughout the week. We 
helped to host a golf outing and networking dinner 
with the Ireland Gateway to Europe trade and 
business delegation, a welcome follow-up to their 
trip to Boston College last April. We partnered with 
the Lawyers' Business Development Club to host a 
fireside chat with prominent Irish businesswoman 
Marie O’Connor. We also supported the IDA Ireland 
Business Breakfast, which brought business leaders 
from Boston and Georgia together for a leadership 
conversation. 

And of course there were plenty of other events by 
the Boston College community, including the Joint 
Faculty Symposium, the Celebration Mass, Boston 
College parade, and game kickoff, and plenty of 
parties and tailgates!

What was a highlight of the week?

For our organization, the highlight of the week 
was the Irish Institute Alumni Luncheon. This 
event allowed us to bring together over 350 of our 
federal program alumni who have come through our 
programs over the past 16 years. The event featured 

Senator George Mitchell with Dr. Robert Mauro
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a keynote address from Senator George Mitchell, one 
of the key architects of the Belfast Peace Agreement, 
as well as addresses from US Ambassador Kevin 
O’Malley, Irish Institute alumnus Minister Charlie 
Flanagan, and alumni panels on youth diversion and 
economic development. It was a fantastic event that 
allowed us to reconnect with our participants and 
share the vision and mission of the Irish Institute and 
Global Leadership Institute going forward.

What are some of your goals coming 
out of the Classic?

We don’t see the connection between Ireland and 
Boston College ending with the game. For us, the 
Classic was a launching point for a series of initiatives 
that we hope to develop in the months and years to 
come. We’re working with the business community 
in Dublin to establish the Boston College-Ireland 
Business Council. We’re also continuing to partner 
with the Boston College Athletics department to help 
identify and create opportunities for future student 
athlete development through international travel. We 
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