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Rev. James H. Murphy

Burns Visiting Scholar, Fall 2015 Semester

Rev. James H. Murphy, C.M., professor of English 
at DePaul University, Chicago, will serve as the Burns 
Visiting Scholar in Irish Studies for the fall 2015 
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Irish Studies Fall 2015 Events 
September 23  |  7:00 p.m.
Gasson Hall Irish Room
BC’s Lowell Humanities Series presents Professor 
Declan Kiberd, Irish writer and scholar. His lecture 
is titled “Militarism or Modernism? Intellectual 
Origins of the Easter Rising, Dublin, 1916.”

October 1, 2015  |  6:00 p.m.
Devlin Hall Room 101
Reception to follow in Connolly House.
Professor Margaret Kelleher, Inaugural Adele 
Dalsimer Memorial Lecturer, presents “Focla 
Déigheanacha (Dying Words): The Execution of 
Myles Joyce (Galway, 1882) and Its Continuing 
Legacy.”

October 24  |  10:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Devlin Hall Room 101
150th anniversary of the birth of Yeats  
To celebrate the 150th anniversary of the renowned 
Irish poet W.B. Yeats, the Center for Irish Programs 
will host a one-day conference at Boston College. 
The lineup of speakers includes:

Michael Woods, Princeton University
Carrie Preston, Boston University
Rebecca Troeger, University of Connecticut
Elizabeth Loizeaux, Boston University
Paige Reynolds, Holy Cross College
John Paul Riquelme, Boston University
Andrew Kuhn, Boston College 
 
There will be an opportunity in the course of the 
day to read your favorite Yeats poem.

November 18  |  4:30 p.m.
Burns Library
Lecture in the Thompson Room, reception to follow 
in the Library’s Irish Room 
The Burns Visiting Scholar Lecture “Novelists 
and Politicians in Nineteenth Century Ireland,” 
presented by James H. Murphy, C.M., fall 2015 
Burns Visiting Scholar.

December 9  |   
5:00 p.m.
Devlin Hall Room 101
Reception to follow at  
Connolly House.
Professor Monica 
McWilliams, Ulster 
University, presents: 
“Women and the 
Peace Process in 
Northern Ireland.” 
McWilliams was the founder of the Northern 
Ireland Women’s Coalition and played a prominent 
part in the Northern Ireland Peace process.



new women’s collective, 
the Dun Emer Guild; a 
Celtic revivalist casket 
commissioned as a 
gift to the first senate 
of the Irish Free State 
to hold the vellum 
roll containing each 
senator’s signature; 
examples of jewelry 
inspired by nineteenth-
century archaeological 
discoveries of early Christian metalwork; and exquisite 
lacework produced by rural women and organized 
by elite patrons. To demonstrate why Irish stained 
glass artists gained international prominence in the 
early twentieth century, the exhibition displays Harry 
Clarke’s and Wilhelmina Geddes’s glass panels, which  
evoke Ireland’s Celtic and early Christian past.

The exhibition is 
co-curated by Vera 
Kreilkamp of Bos-
ton College’s Irish 
Studies faculty and 
Diana Larsen, as-
sistant director of 
the McMullen Mu-
seum. Members 
of the University’s 
Irish Studies facul-
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Raidin the Wake with 
Professor Joe Nugent

If your taste in reading runs to history, archaeology, 
popular science, or music, there’s a reading group on 
campus that’s just perfect for you. If what you prefer 
is a cutting-edge novel with an air of mystery, you’re 
still in the right place. And if your particular obsession 
is for all things Irish, this will be right up your alley. 
Then again, if what you want is a hilarious read that 
leaves you rolling on the floor, you certainly won’t 
want to miss this one. But you very likely will.

For Finnegans Wake is the funniest book you’ll 
probably never read. And that’s unlike the dozen or 
so faculty and students who indulge once a week here 
at BC in Joyce’s astonishing, preposterous, hilarious 
masterpiece of enlightening obscurity, of magnificent 
erudition. Reading it weekly—but never expecting to 
finish it.

For at our typical pace of half a page (on occasion 
as much as a who4BT 10 0 0 18 (R) 2vat  here 
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○ It’s the most readable book in the English lan-
guage. Joyce knew that words were for listening to 
—always had been. He wrote Finnegans Wake to 
remind us of the fact. Don’t worry about the mean-
ing; read it out loud. Listen. And enjoy. Or join us. 

In addition to its weekly meetings, Raidin the 
Wake sponsors many Joyce-related events—dinners, 
outings, film shows. Each fall, we host the Waking 
Tim Finnegan celebration featuring live music, 
performance, and recital. In spring, we brought some 
of the most eminent Joyceans in America to Connolly 
House for our 



The Library could not resist sinking its teeth into 
a first-edition copy of Dracula in Irish, published in 
1933. The translation of the Transylvanian tale told by 
Dublin-born Bram Stoker was commissioned under 
a government program funded by finance minister 
Ernest Blythe, better and worse remembered for 
his pension-cutting austerity measures in the early 
years of the Irish Free State. But Blythe also wanted 
to give new life to literary works by rendering them 
in the Irish tongue. According to Dennis McIntyre, 
director of the Bram Stoker Heritage Centre, the 
name Dracula was derived 
from the Irish “Droch Ola,” 
meaning “bad blood.” The 
more common theory, 
popularized by former 
Boston College professor 
of history Radu Florescu 
in his 1972 book-become-
film In Search of Dracula, 
is that Stoker modeled his 
protagonist on a fifteenth-
century Romanian prince of 
the House of Dr£culeèti, later 
nicknamed Vlad the Impaler 
on account of his vengeful 
treatment of Ottoman Turks. 
Even if that claim stretches 
evidence subsequently found in notes that Stoker left 
behind, there is no denying that this new acquisition 
has enabled us to plant our own stake more firmly in 
the myth of the Wallachian count.

Boston College-Ireland
The William B. Neenan, S.J., Visiting 
Fellowship at Boston College-Ireland

Applications are invited for the William B. Neenan, 
S.J., Visiting Fellowship at Boston College-Ireland dur-
ing 2016. The Fellowship is named to honor the work 
of Fr. Neenan, who came to Boston College in 1979 as 
the first Thomas I. Gasson Professor. Neenan served 
as dean of the College of Arts and Sciences from 1980 
to 1987 before assuming the role of academic vice 
president and dean of faculties. During his tenure, the 
University established itself among the nation’s top in-
stitutions of higher education. From 1998, he served 
as vice president and special assistant to the president. 
Sadly, in 2014, Fr. Neenan passed away. 

 

The Fellowship is open to any scholar in the field of 
Irish Studies and requires that a period of time be 
spent conducting research in Dublin. The Fellowship 
may be held at any time during 2016 for a required 
minimum period of two months. The Fellowship 
holder will be awarded a stipend of €5,000 and will 
have access to the Boston College-Ireland building 
with an office and administrative support during their 
stay in Ireland.

The closing date for Fellowship application 
is December 7, 2015. To apply, please send your 
curriculum vitae and a two-page explanation of the 
research you plan to undertake in Ireland, as well as 
details of proposed outputs, to Professor Mike Cronin 
at croninmr@bc.edu. 

Boston College football in Ireland
In June 2015, it was announced that the Boston 

College football team will play Georgia Tech at 
Dublin’s Aviva Stadium on Saturday, September 
3, 2016. The game, officially the Aer Lingus College 
Football Classic, represents BC athletics’ second 
visit to Ireland since having participated in Dublin’s 
inaugural Emerald Island Classic in 1988. Travel 
packages are now available for the game via www.
collegefootballireland.com. Boston College-Ireland 
looks forward to welcoming BC’s many traveling fans 
during that exciting football weekend and will host 
a number of events and exhibitions around the time 
of the game. More news will be available on those 
happenings in the spring issue of the newsletter. 
The game’s announcement was made in Dublin and 
Boston, addressed by Taoiseach Enda Kenny and US 
Ambassador to Ireland Kevin O’Malley. After the 
formal launch, the Taoiseach met with BC students 
who were engaged in a summer class in Dublin at 
that time.

Century Ireland
Work continues on the Century Ireland project 

(www.rte.ie/centuryireland). The coming months will 
feature coverage of some seminal events in Irish history 
from a century ago. These include the centenary of 
the burial of the Fenian, Jerimiah O’Donovan Rossa, 
at Glasnevin cemetery on August 1, 1915, which is 
most famous for Patrick Pearse’s graveside oration 
where he stated “the fools, the fools, the fools!—They 
have left us our Fenian dead, and while Ireland holds 
these graves, Ireland unfree shall never be at peace.” 
The emergence of Pearse as a leading figure in the 



a radicalization of Irish politics that would culminate 
with the Easter Rising in Dublin in 1916. Century 
Ireland will unveil a project dedicated to the events of 
Easter 1916 in October. For updates follow the project 
on twitter #CenturyIrl. 

Irish Institute/Global Leadership Institute
Listen to any conversation in a BC dining hall and 

you’ll quickly notice that the University has undergone 
significant change in recent years. Boston College has 
evolved into an internationally recognized institution, 
educating students from around the globe. In 2014, 
the number of international undergraduates enrolled 




