
vol. 16 no. 1

Mary McAleese

Commemorating the Sesquicentennial 
Celebration of the University’s 1863 Founding 



2

This spring, an exhibit at the Burns Library 
highlights influences and milestones in the music 
career of Sullivan Artist-in-Residence Séamus 
Connolly. A world-renowned Irish traditional 
musician, performer, and teacher from Killaloe, 
Ireland, Séamus Connolly won 10 All-Ireland solo 
fiddle championships before immigrating to the 
United States in 1976. As Sullivan Artist-in-Residence 
in the Center for Irish Programs, Connolly teaches 
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— Professor Michael Cronin
Director, Boston College-Ireland

Professor Terence Brown of Trinity College Dublin 



Boston College-Ireland
A Decade of Commemoration

1913 was a tumultuous year in Irish history. Debates 
over Home Rule for Ireland dominated the papers 
on a daily basis, guns were brought into the country 
by unionists appalled at the spectre of Dublin rule, 
the political instability in the Balkans was becoming 
ever more evident, the suffragettes clamored for the 
vote, and industrial unrest would lead to the Dublin 





comprised of 10 to 12 policymakers and practitioners, 
half from Northern Ireland and half from the Republic 
of Ireland, who visit Boston and one other U.S. city.

The first exchange program of this year took place 
in November and focused on the intersection of the 
arts and business. Ten participants engaged with their 
counterparts in Boston, such as the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council, to discuss the sustainable 
development of artistic endeavors. Participants then 
traveled to Milwaukee and Madison. In Wisconsin, 
cultural festivals like the Milwaukee Irish Fest were 
studied. The Irish Institute hosted a December 
program which illuminated U.S. developments in the 
marine economy sector, including offshore energy, 
fishing, transport, and recreation. The contrasting 
cities of Boston and Miami exposed the group to a 
variety of policies and practices relating to issues 
unique to each of those areas.
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