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Margaret Kelleher named
Burns Scholar for 2002/2003
Irish Studies is delighted to announce that Margaret Kelleher has been

named Burns Scholar for 2002-2003. Margaret received her BA from

University College Cork in 1984 and in 1985 was awarded the Fr. Martin

Harney scholarship in Irish Studies. She studied at Boston College 

where she earned her Ph.D. in 1992. Her many publications include The
Feminization of Famine: Expressions of the Inexpressible? (Duke and Cork

University Press, 1997), Gender Perspectives in Nineteenth-Century Ireland
(co-editor, 1997), Making It New: Essays on the Revised Leaving Certificate
Syllabus (The Lilliput Press, 2000), and a contribution to the forthcoming

Field Day Anthology of Irish Writing. She is currently working on a study 

of the publication history of nineteenth-century Irish women novelists and

is editing, with Philip

OÕLeary, the Cambridge
History of Irish Literature.

Margaret lectured at

Mater Dei Institute of

Education, Dublin (1991-

96) before joining the

faculty at the National

University of Ireland,

Maynooth where she cur-

rently teaches. According

to Margaret, ÒThe Burns

Library Visiting Chair

provides a unique oppor-

tunity to work with the

rich resources of the

Burns Library alongside

the stimulating interdis-

ciplinary scholarship 

of Boston CollegeÕs Irish

Studies Program. I look

forward greatly to my

year at Boston College.Ó
left, Margaret Kelleher. Photo by
Gary Wayne Gilbert.
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Boston College Irish Studies
Film Series 

The Boston College

Irish Studies Program

is pleased to announce

its third annual 

film series featuring

the best of contem-

porary Irish movies
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gaelic roots 
2002

In June the campus will once

again be filled with the spirited

cadence of step dancing and 

the distinctive sounds of fiddles,

tin whistles, harps, pipes and 

other Gaelic instruments during 

the 2002 Gaelic Roots Music, 

Song and Dance Summer School 

and Festival. The popular festi-

val has garnered international

acclaim for offering Irish 

music and dance enthusiasts an

incomparable chance to study

under some of the brightest

stars in the Gaelic firmament.

Gaelic Roots - which annually

draws some of the worldÕs finest

Gaelic performing artists to

campus to teach and performÑ

offers a week-long immersion

in traditional Irish, Scottish and

Cape Breton music. Music class-

es will be offered on many

different instruments common-

ly used in traditional Irish and

Scottish music. This year we are

also pleased to offer instruction

in Appalachian fiddle. Much 

of the Appalachian repertoire 

of tunes came to America from

Ireland and Scotland.

Participants have praised the
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�ire/Land

Exhibition at the

McMullen Museum

In February 2003, the McMullen

Museum at Boston College 

will mount the first exhibition 

of works of art to examine how 

cultural artifacts reveal IrelandÕs

contested past. �ire/Land will

comprise approximately one

hundred works dating from the

medieval to the modern period.

The unifying thesis developed in

this exhibition argues that land, 

a basic icon of the Irish nation,

pervades its visual culture in var-

ious ways. The exhibition will

move from an initial focus on the

whole island in the Middle Ages

to a narrower lens on the West,

and finally to the single western

county of Mayo.  This telescoping

organization reflects the grow-

ing appropriation of the West of

Ireland as the imagined reposito-

ry of an indigenous Irish identity

by eighteenth and nineteenth-

century cultural nationalists.

Finally, the exhibition will

explore contemporary art

responding to the landscape of

County Mayo (paintings, installa-

tions, videos and sculpture) that

revivifies the Irish landscape 

tradition. This interdisciplinary

project considers Irish visual 

culture in its fullest cultural and

political settings.  Essays in an

accompanying catalogue and 

in wall texts will place objects 

within the scholarship of various

academic disciplines and peri-

ods.  Thus, visitors will respond

to visual representations of

IrelandÕs land in a historically

informed context.  With their

moveable walls, the McMullen

MuseumÕs galleries will be 

configured in a series of rooms

highlighting each of the four the-

matic sections of the exhibition:

Mapping: In the footsteps of

Giraldus Cambrensis; Digging:

Archeology and the Situating of

IrelandÕs Past; Possessing: Turn of

the Century Irish Landscape; and

Responding Today: Contemporary

Interpretations of the West.

Adele Dalsimer

Fellowship

For the third year running Boston

College will award the Adele

Dalsimer Graduate Fellowship in

memory of the co-founder of

Boston CollegeÕs Irish Studies

Program. The fellowship is pri-

marily intended to enable Ph.D.

candidates in Irish Studies, who

have achieved ABD status, to

complete the research or writing

needed to finish. The successful

candidate will have demonstrated

a commitment to Irish Studies

through their active participation

in program events and activities.

In order to be considered for 

the fellowship, please contact

Robert Savage, Associate Director, 

Irish Studies by May 15, 2002.

presentations continued from back

Kevin Kenny, Editor, Eire-Ireland, XXXVI (Spring/Summer 2001).

Special double issue (Part One) on the American Irish. ÒRace, Labor,

and Nativism: A Response to Dale T. KnobelÓ (Ernie OÕMalley Lecture,

New York University, November 2000), Radharc: Chronicles of
Glucksman Ireland House, New York University, 2 (November 2001).

Review of Andy Bielenberg, ed., The Irish Diaspora, in Irish Economic
and Social History (October 2001). ÒDevelopment of the Working

Classes,Ó in William L. Barney, ed., A Companion to Nineteenth-Century
America (Oxford: Blackwell, 2001).

Nancy Netzer Ò Style: a History of Uses and Abuses in the Study of

Insular ArtÓ in M. Redknap, N. Edwards, S. Youngs, A. Lane and J

Knight, Pattern and Purpose in Insular Art, (Oxford, 2002).

Kevin OÕNeill ÒThe Star Spangled Shamrock: Memory and Meaning in

Irish America..Ó in Meaning and Memory in Irish History ed. by Ian
MacBride (Cambridge University Press, 2001).

James Smith, ÒRemembering IrelandÕs Architecture of Containment:

Telling Stories in The Butcher Boy and States of Fear.Ó �ire-Ireland: 
An Interdisciplinary Journal of Irish Studies. Fall/Winter, 2001-02

works in progress
In summer 2001, Philip OÕLeary of Boston College and Margaret

Kelleher of NUI Maynooth were commissioned by Cambridge University

Press to edit The Cambridge History of Irish Literature (2 vols). This is 

a unique, and timely, project that will create the first comprehensive his-

tory of Irish literature in its two major languages. The volumes will

include contributions from over thirty internationally renowned schol-

ars, from a range of Irish, British and Nars, from a range of Irish, British and N
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irish studies courses
fall 2001

the irish revival and its critics
1890-1940
This course will investigate the phenomenon

known as the Irish Revival, a movement that

comprised literary, linguistic, athletic, and 

cultural attempts to reclaim Irish identity in

the face of British imperialism. Writers cov-

ered will include Yeats, Synge, OÕCasey, Joyce,

and OÕBrien. Matthew Lamberti.

irish gothic 
This course explores the literature and culture

of nineteenth century Ireland through ideas of

the Ògothic.Ó Students will read literary and

non-literary texts that employ the themes, con-

ventions, and structures of gothic fiction, 

and will consider their relation to historical,

social, and political issues. Marjorie Howes.

20th century irish women writers
This course examines poetry, prose and drama

in English by twentieth-century Irish women

writers. Topics to be covered include: women

writersÕ relation to, and participation in, the

categories of traditional literary history, such

as modernism, postmodernism, the Irish

Revival and Counter-Revival; their engage-

ment with social and political. 

Marjorie Howes.

drama of the irish and harlem
renaissance
The course will examine two cases of ethnic

renaissance in English-language theater and

culture, the Irish dramatic movement of

Yeats, Gregory, Synge, and the Fays; and the

dramatic wing of the Harlem Renaissance,

initiated by DuBois. Philip OÕLeary.

poetry and politics in early 
modern ireland 1541-1688
The political poetry of the period will be dis-

cussed and analyzed against the historical

background. We will focus on the mentalit� 

of native intelligentsia as it is reflected in the

poetry and as it responded to the momentous

changes of the period, the origins and rise 

of the cult of the Stuarts and the historiogra-
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