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Unit 4: Understanding the U.S. School System
Teachers’ Guide
Lesson 2: Looking Inside a School
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LESSOMCTIVITIES
PART A) Describing a Teacher

Draw a picture of a teacher, whatever a teacher looks like for you. You do not have to draw a
classroom teacher, although you can.
0 What details do you notice about your picture? Write down two or three things you notice on
your paper.
o Inasmall group, share what is different or the same about your drawing and the drawings of
other people in your group. Write down one or two of the differences you notice on your paper.
o Discuss with your group: Think of a child who goes to school in the United States. If he or she
were asked to draw a teacher, how B @Bl 8

Theselessonscontain somebasicinformation aboutU.S.law. Thisinformation is notlegaladvice
andisnota replacemenfor legaladvicefrom a trained attorney. All information is current asof
the dateit wasproduced (April 2016).

Intermediate Level Teachers’ Guide- Unit 4: U.S. School System, Lesson 22


http://newamericamedia.org/2011/12/as-class-size-grows-more-chaotic-classrooms.php

Last Modified: November 2017
Created by CHRIJ - BC

0 Describeadetail you notice about the photograpnExamples: “There aremany colorful
papersonthe wall,” or “The studentssit at tables,not desks.”). Write what younotice down
on awhite board or pieceof paper everyonecansee.

o Share what isdifferent or the same about thisclassroomand classroomsin your home
country.

0 In elementary classroomsin the United Statequsually ages5-12), studentsgenerally have
one teacher allday and arein a classroomwith 20-25 other students. Studentsare grouped
by age, not byability. What doyou think is good aboutthis model of elementary education?
What do you think is bad?

Look closelyat the following picture of an Americanhigh school classroomand discussthe following
questions:

Source: http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2013/10/why  -do-teachersquit/280699/

0 Describeadetail you notice about the photograph(Examples:“There aremany colorful
papersonthe wall,” or “The studentsfaceeachother”). Write what you n-0.006 Tc 0.0c002 Tc04 Tyd ()Tj -0
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ENDOFLESSONREFLECTIONSThe teacher asks students at the end of each lesson what
they learned and how they felt doing these activities. The teacher may want to take notes
based on what students share to help in preparing the lesson for the following week.
Guiding questions for instructors to pose to students include the following:

¢ What new ideas/content did you learn?

e What new vocabulary did you learn?

e What new rights
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