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of the Ethics and Religious
Liberty Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention,
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227
This week, the Supreme Court of <
the United States will hear the
most important religious
liberty case in a generation, and 4
itOstime for us to pray . The ¢ .__“
cases are Hobby Lobby Stores and |
Conestoga Wood specialties Subscribe to Questions
versus the United States governmentOs mandate that & Ethics

employers provide insurance for contraception,

sterilization, and abortion-inducing drugs. Behind that is

the larger question of what it means for the Constitution

to guarantee the free exercise of religion.
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to impose them on others. We simply ask the
government not to set itself up as lord of our
consciences.

Many Americans will disagree with us heartily about the
things we believe. But even Americans of no religious
faith at all have an interest in the protection of these
liberties. Do we really want the sort of civil society in
which the consciences of the people are so easily swept
aside by government action?

If the federal government can force organizations and
businesses to pave over their own consciences, to
choose between being believers and being citizens, what
will stop the government from imposing its will on
anyoneQOs conscience next?

As Christians, soul liberty is about more than political
principle for us. We believe, as our Lord commands, that
we should render unto Caesar that which belongs to
Caesar. The conscience does not bear the image of
Caesar, and cannot be swept into the federal treasury by
government fiat.

So letOs pray that the Court listens to the case being
made. LetOs pray for the justices. LetOs pray for the
attorneys. LetOs pray, as the Apostle Paul commands us,
for Oall who are in high positions, that we may live a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every wayO
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