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owens: How has your experience in 
government and ministry brought you to 
where you are? What have you drawn on 
in your previous experience that puts you 
where you are today?

moore: Well, I experienced what we 
in the Baptist context refer to as a call to 
ministry at a very young age. I preached 
my first sermon at age 12. It was a 
terrible sermon, but I preached it very 
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place ultimate confidence in any earthly 
regime, but we also don’t lose hope and 
give ourselves over to despair regardless 
of what is going on around us, because 
we have confidence that the Kingdom of 
God is ultimately triumphant.

owens:  Is it fair to say that in your 
writing you’ve argued that this sensibility 
ought also to apply to one’s party affilia-
tion?

moore:  Well, a party affiliation is in 
many ways increasingly important in 
American culture because the parties 
have become much more clearly defined 
and much more uniform. There was a 
time when there were many conserva-
tive Democrats and liberal Republicans; 
that time seems to be gone. But it does 
mean that we hold those party identities 
loosely compared to the way we hold our 
Christian self-understanding as part of 
the Church. A person might be Republi-
can, for instance, but is willing to express 
skepticism toward Republican politicians 
who may be selling out what they believe 
to be the common good on various 
issues. I think most evangelicals under-
stand that at the intuitional level. Many 
evangelicals are Republicans simply be-
cause the Republican party isn’t hostile to 
their concerns about life, marriage, and 
other issues. But if the Republican party 
ever reversed course on those things, 
evangelicals would turn away from them. 

owens:  You’ve said that you find 
yourself in some sense to the left of many 
evangelicals on environmental steward-
ship. Could you elaborate on that?

moore:  The Scripture calls human-
ity, and believers in particular, to 
steward and guard the creation. The 
term dominion, found in the Genesis 
account—which is scary to many 
environmentalists—actually is a term 
that encompasses care and stewardship 
over the creation. Christians ought to 
be concerned for a variety of reasons 
about safeguarding the earth and our 
natural recourses. We ought to, out of 
love of neighbor, be concerned about 

those things that are going to harm other 
people. We recognize and see the creation 
itself as a demonstration of the glory of 
God, so we ought to treat it with care.    

When it comes to climate change, the 
issues become much more difficult than 
they are at the local level, or even at the 
national level. Because even among peo-
ple who agree that climate change exists, 
there’s another question: what then do we 
do? And that’s where I think that we lack 
consensus in this country. The Bible calls 
us to creation care, but does that neces-
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at the level of love of neighbor, as crisis 
pregnancy centers all across the country 
are doing the most holistic ministry to 
women in crisis, single mothers. And 
then the movement also works incre-
mentally toward legislative goals. I think 
the pro-life movement has been a good 
model for that, but I never would want to 
attach the authority of Christ to all of the 
things that I happen to believe. I have a 
position on abortion which I believe is a 
position that is rooted in the “thus sayeth 
the Lord” of Scripture. I’ll speak that way. 
I have a position on gun rights that is 
simply my opinion, and I wouldn’t speak 
to it that way. I’m not willing to say that 
some particular bill in Congress is the 
Christian position on that.

owens:  This strikes me as something 
that we also hear from the Catholic 
Church, the motive of finding places 
where judgments are merely pruden-
tial—not unauthoritative, but not rooted 
in that same sort of Scriptural authority. 
How would you characterize relations 
between Catholics and evangelicals in 
America, both at the elite levels where 
you’re working, and at the level of people 
in the pews?

moore:  Reading the 20th-century 
writings of Baptists in my tradition, al-
most all of them assume that the greatest 
threat to religious liberty in America is 
the Roman Catholic Church. You see 
warnings about the power of the Vatican, 
all the way from the early 1920s through 
JFK and right up into the 1970s. That 
has clearly changed. It doesn’t mean that 
either side has changed their convictions 
when it comes to those very important 
Reformation principles, but it does mean 
that I don’t see a reflexive anti-Catholi-
cism in evangelicalism. Evangelicalism 
is still Protestant, and resolutely so, but 
we’ve been able to work together, starting 
with the pro-life movement, in a way that 
has caused evangelicals and Catholics to 
form deep alliances in the public square. 
I think the relationship between evangel-
icals and Catholics has never been better. 
Some of that has to do with a relaxing 
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