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owens:  Today you discussed the differ-
ence between the pope’s issues and poli-
tics and the issues and politics of the US 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). 
Could you say a bit about what general 
positions they share, and then a bit about 
where you see the divergence?

cahill:  There are a variety of issues 
that you could include under Catholic 
ethical teaching and Catholic social 
teaching. I don’t want to make it too 
divisive, but on one side you have the 
so-called life issues: abortion, the status 
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to tie down, because I think Catholics 
historically in the United States—and 
this applies to the bishops more than to 
the rest of the Church, which is pro-
portionately younger—see themselves 
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goes to Africa and makes an off-the-cuff 
unwarranted comment on condoms, 
there’ll be an op-ed about it the next 
day in the New York Times. But if while 
he’s there he talks about violence, global 
poverty, transnational corporations, 
extractive mining industries, and so on, 
that’s not covered.

owens:  
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