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dated curriculum—the pluralist move 
in schooling is a good thing if only to 
promote more opportunities for good ed-
ucation. A lot of urban schools and some 
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that the way the kids spend their time 
out of school is itself something that the 
public cares about. So that would be one 
way to deal with both excessive expecta-
tions placed on schools and the need to 
generate more resources for kids.

The focus should not be solely on aca-
demic achievement, and certainly not 
solely on performance on standardized 
tests. I think to some extent No Child 
Left Behind has pushed this as the sole 
measure for schools. No Child Left Behind 
has said look, we want kids to do better 
on these basic performance indicators so 
schools have to focus on that. Now what’s 
squeezed out of the school day are arts 
and sports, and social competence and 
elements of learning that are as essential 
as reading and math to success in life as 
well as in work and citizenship.

owens:  There’s been much gnashing of 
teeth and ink spilled about the decline of 
civic engagement in American life—and 
the golden ages vary according to writ-
er—do you subscribe to a sort of thesis 
of declining American civic engagement 
and if so, or regardless, how does that 
manifest itself? Is it in a sort of general 
civic spiritedness or is it then about the 
sort of civic skills and knowledge that we 
have that we no longer have that we once 
had before?

minow:  Well, you know Alan [Wolfe] is 
one of the world’s experts on this subject 
and I’m friendly with Bob Putnam, so 
I know enough to know I don’t know 
enough about this subject. What I do 
know is that we’re witnessing an explo-
sion of civic engagement with the current 
election. That would suggest that whatev-
er long term trends there have been, they 
are not so deeply etched that they can’t 
be altered by either leadership or national 
crisis.

Still, I do think that there’s a risk of 
diminution of cross group familiarity. So 
what Bob Putman calls “bridging social 
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sive of my own views, religion deserves to 
be treated differently from other forms of 
identity and difference because of histori-
cal experience with the degree of tension, 
conflict and violence that has occurred 
over religious difference.

[end]
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