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mcmahon:  You are a long time collab-
orator and friend of William Stuntz. Can 
you talk about how you met and how your 
friendship grew?

skeel:  We met at the University of Vir-
ginia’s Law School. I was a third year law 
student, and he was a very, very young 
law professor in his first year at teaching. 
He had just come from a clerkship on the 
Supreme Court with Justice Powell and 
was just two years out of law school. So I 
had the very good fortune of being in one 
of his first classes, which, not surprising-
ly, given Bill, was brilliant. I also did a 
little bit of research for him as a research 
assistant in my final semester. We really 
became friends when I started teaching 
myself three years later. We kept in touch 
and we shared a lot of interests, and that 
ultimately led to writing together.

mcmahon: Stuntz had a large and im-
portant influence on criminal justice and 
criminal procedure. What was the field of 
criminal justice was like before and after 
his scholarship? How did the Warren 
Court revolution fit into this?

skeel:  The Warren Court is named after 
Earl Warren, who was the Chief Justice 
for many years. He is most famous na-
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