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owens:  The subtitle of your book—The 
Rising Power of the American Dead—sug-
gests we are seeing an upward trend of 
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and generation-skipping taxes—taxes 
that were originally designed to impose 
limitations on long-term control. Again, 
it is being driven by corporate interests.

Similarly, this expanded right of publicity 
is in states like Tennessee, home of Elvis, 
and Indiana, home of the corporate head-
quarters of CMG Worldwide. CMG has 
the management rights over all of these 
famous dead people – Marilyn Monroe, 
Hank Aaron, Rosa Parks – and so they 
have lobbied their local legislature to 
expand the value of these interests.

owens:  Why do we have an estate tax in 
this country? And what has the rhetor-
ical attempt to reframe the estate tax as 
a “death tax” done to the conversation 
about the estate tax in recent years?

madoff:  The estate tax came about in 
response to this tremendous concentra-
tion of wealth that occurred around the 
turn of the 19th to 20th century. In the 
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limited, or at least very large, exemption 
to take that issue off the table.

owens:  
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