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smith:  Here at Boston College, the 
Catholic identity is all around. How 
prominent a role does the Evangelical 
faith play at Gordon College?

howard:  I think it’s very, very prom-
inent. There’s a mandatory chapel 
program that students attend Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Professors enjoin 
their students to try to integrate faith in 
learning in various ways.

We have a prominent speaker series 
entitled, The Faith Seeking Understand-
ing lecture series—that famous phrase 
coming from St. Anselm. A lot of the 
speakers—not unlike the Boisi Center, 
would be thinking of the intersection of 
faith and ethics and religion, contempo-
rary affairs.

Most students decide to attend Gordon 
College because they have Christian, and 
specifically, Protestant evangelical convic-
tions and background.

smith: Your book discusses religion’s 
role in American universities. What 
would you say are the pluses and the 
drawbacks between religiously affiliated 
and secular universities?

howard: They are big categories on 
both sides, and there are different kinds 
of religious institutions and different 
kinds of secular institutions.
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Soul of the American University – From 
Protestant Establishment to Established 
Non-Belief. He looked at the trajectory of 
a number of schools like that. Harvard 
would be another example. It was found-
ed to equip Puritan ministers, and to my 
knowledge, that’s not an abiding goal at 
Harvard.

Many have criticized Marsden’s thesis, 
and commented in different directions, 
but I still think that’s the big story of 
American higher education from the 
eighteenth, nineteenth to the twentieth 
century; some type of secularization has 
taken place.

I think a number of people are beginning 
to rethink that. Recently, John Sommer-
ville of the University of Florida came 
out with a book entitled, The Post Secular 
University, and discusses how we entered 
a period of post secularity. America 
remains a very religious society. After 
9/11, and for a lot of other reasons, people 
are very interested in thinking about 
religious issues.

I think a number of colleges and univer-
sities are trying to rethink their history 
—and ask, “Is there a place for religion 
here? Are we capturing an aspect?” It 
might not look the same as it did in the 
eighteenth or nineteenth centuries, but 
is there a way to shore up, re-personate, 
bring back the lives, and some aspect of 
our religious identity.

That’s being called hand in hand with a 
lot of new study programs, and interest 
among students on religious questions 
and questions of religious identity.

smith:  Providing religious courses or 
chapels on campuses would be one way 
of responding to this? Or is that more or 
less provided anyway?

howard:  I think that’s happening, 
but yet, it’s hard to generalize across the 
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