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revolution of the heart: the dorothy day story
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On February 24, Boston College Deans 
Susan Gennaro, Vincent Rougeau, and 
Stanton Wortham gave their take on the 
recent lawsuit against Harvard and its 
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evolution and innovation in legal education
A discussion of the changing landscape of law schools.

On February 19, the Boisi Center had 
the honor of hosting Vincent Rougeau, 
dean of Boston College Law School, for a 



6     the boisi center report

deep stories: narrative’s role in american religion and politics
Tenth Annual Graduate Symposium on Religion and Politics

In her recent book, Strangers in Their 
Own Land, Arlie Russell Hochschild 
wrote, “A deep story is a feels-as-if sto-
ry—it’s the story feelings tell, in the lan-
guage of symbols. It removes judgment. 
It removes fact. It tells us how things 
feel. . . . And I don’t believe we under-
stand anyone’s politics, right or left, 
without it. For we all have a deep story.” 
The tenth annual Graduate Symposium 
on Religion and Politics took the concept 
of “deep story” as its starting point as 
the graduate student participants began 
an exploration of the significant and 
decisive roles that narratives—familial, 
religious, social, historical, and politi-
cal—play in our lived experience and our 
interpretation of the world around us.

In the first meeting, the graduate stu-
dents gathered to frame the issue. The 
participants grappled more deeply with 
Hochschild’s “deep story” idea while 
considering other current examples of 
the blending of particularly religious 
narratives within political narratives 
articulated by politicians for the ad-
vancement of certain policies. But one of 
Hochschild’s central insights—that deep 
stories are not necessarily factual—was 
foregrounded as we looked, for example, 
at the voting habits of Catholics who, 
from a religious perspective, might be 

presumed to share a common operative 
deep story—a fact uncorroborated in its 
effects at the polling booth.

The second meeting took up some of the 
psychological dimensions of narrative 
and further explored narrative’s relation-
ship to truth. Drawing on a 2018 study 
in Science, the group considered the ease 
with which false news spreads compared 
to true news. Additional readings prob-
lematized any indictment that could be 
made about that by noting the centrality 
of narrative to self-identity, self-under-
standing, and conceptualizing reality 
around us. As such, narratives were 
essential to human persons as persons, 
even if they were ultimately detrimental 
due to factual deficiencies.

The conversation then turned to civil 
religion and the “American dream.” 
Drawing on Christopher Chapp’s Reli-
gious Rhetoric and American Politics: The 
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