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moss:  The simple answer would be 
it doesn’t. The stories of the Bible are 
told by an animated story that is highly 
selective. It’s about thirty minutes for the 
Hebrew Bible and twelve minutes for the 
entirety of the New Testament. It’s inter-
esting that they do that. Because you are 
animating, you have all kinds of aesthetic 
choices you can make. You’re not bound 
by the appearance of actors. 

For example, it’s interesting not only that 
they focus on the history of the Bible 
from creation to David in the Hebrew 
Bible section, but when they depict Ruth 
and the story of Ruth, Ruth, who’s a 
Moabite, has lighter colored skin. The 
other two Moabite women, who have 
been her sisters–in–law, who go back to 
the Moabites, have much darker col-
ored skin. And that seems to me sort of 
thoughtless, at best, to make that kind 
of judgment to depict those outside of 
the promise to Israel as darker skinned 
and those within it lighter skinned. That 
seems subtly racist and the kind of deci-
sion they didn’t need to make.

owens: It also seems in your conversa-
tions with Steve Green and with some of 
the others, that there’s an emphasis on 
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relationship to other denominations if 
we have these prestigious representatives 
from those traditions here?

In terms of scholars, scholarly credentials 
have been leveraged in the same way. 
Because we are academics, we have sold 
those credentials very cheaply because 
we believe in knowledge and accuracy. In 
the GSI, many of those scholars are my 
friends and I consider their work to be 
impeccable. But, they are now working 
for an organization that they cannot even 
publicly speak about, because they’ve 
signed nondisclosure agreements that 
prevent them from saying anything.

owens: 
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They fought for years with us about how 
it was totally legal and that they had no 
idea how photographs of it had appeared 
on eBay. When we finally offered them 
the evidence in the book that their prov-
enance documentation had been forged, 
then they pulled it from Museum of the 
Bible’s collection. 

Their approach now has been, “well, 
we’ve brought in these external people. 
You just have to trust us that it’s fine.” 
I’m a little past trusting them on this. I’d 
like to see real independent oversight.

owens: Let’s step back a little bit. 
Writing as a scholar as you are, you’ve 
uncovered all of these fascinating as-
pects, and there’s a particular scholarly 
discourse that does its business with any-
thing, including with this museum. Yet, 
professional academics aren’t the target 
audience for the Museum of the Bible, 
let’s say. Do they succeed on their own 
terms in this museum in what they want 
to do? I know it’s only been open three or 
four months, so we can’t say in terms of 
cultural impact yet, but have they done 
what you think they want to do?

moss: They have several goals. I think 
they’re very successful with their evan-
gelical base. It is a dazzling museum. 
It doesn’t have as many exhibits in it 
as I expected. I found that surprising. 
There’s a lot of space to do more and a 
lot of underutilized space, so we’ll see 
how the museum grows. If they were 
trying to convert people, I don’t know 
how effective the museum would be, 
because it doesn’t explain as much as you 
would think. If you go into their history 
floor, you are overwhelmed by beautiful 
manuscripts, but you’re never really 
drawn along a story that explains what 
you’re looking at. You’re never told who 
wrote the Bible, the dating of any of the 
books in the Bible – in part because that 
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ing with the wave that’s already going 
or are they pushing against a wave?  Of 
course one can speak in different ways, 
but where do you think they fit in the 
“battles,” as they describe it, and as you 
see it personally?

moss: I think that they see themselves 
as fighting the rising tide of secular-
ization in this country. That’s what 
they think is happening. And they are 
embroiled in a battle for the soul of this 
country. I think that they represent a very 
large group of people, though, that is not 
as embattled as it thinks it is, especially 
right now. And I think that particular 
combination – the sense that you’re the 
minority struggling against an increas-
ingly aggressive and hostile majority – 
the same kind of rhetoric we saw in the 
culture wars in the ’80s –combined with 
the power and influence that they do have 
– is a very potent combination.

[end]
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