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hevelone: Donald Trump has been
president a little over eighty days now.
Should we normalize him? Has he been
normalized?

owens: Over time there is no question
that it will seem more normal than it
does now to have a President Trump

in charge of things. But accepting that
he’s our president isn’t normalizing his
erratic or bad behavior so much as it is
recognizing the legitimacy of the o ce.
The o ce of the presidency deserves re-
spect, which sometimes has to be shown
by holding the current occupant to the
standards of that o ce. | have no interest
in delegitimizing Trump as president;
just the opposite, really—I want to hold
him to the normal standards that o ce
demands.

That being said, there is a risk that we’ll
become inured to the outrageous claims
(and sometimes straight out lies) that
Trump makes if he continues at this pace
for another 1,300 days. We don’t want to
normalize those things by turning away
from them or tuning them out, but it’s a
long time to sustain a sense of outrage.

hevelone: Iny

citizenship is what we mean when we say

: : -
you can be a good citizen or a bad one; it
refers to the norms or values that deter-
mine good and bad in this context. In my
talk, I critiqued several normative con-
ceptions of citizenship that | feel are lead-
ing us down the wrong path. One was
ethno-nationalism, the idea that citizens
are defined by their ethnic and racial
profile, such that (in the most worrisome
cases) white Christians are identified

as the ideal type of good citizens. | also
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critiqued liberal notions of citizenship

in which politics is primarily a means to
protect and promote private life. Contrary
to a widely-held view, politics isn’t simply
about protecting our private property or
our family. It’s also about promoting the
common good, which is rooted in the
reality of our interconnectedness. This

is what some have called citizenship as
shared fate. That’s the crux of it.

hevelone: Yesterday you raised the
question of whether oppositional politics
like the Women’s March provides enough
constructive direction, and you talked
about the need for a more generative
ethics. But can’t ethical and civic renewal
spring out of this sort of oppositional
protest?

owens: Absolutely. Standing against
injustice is a responsibility we all bear as
citizens. Oppositional politics can lead

to a constructive project for the common
good, and/or it can be the result of a
vision of the common good. But neither
is necessarily the case. People at these
marches say they are there for many

di erent reasons; some are simply there
to protest particular policies, while others
are there to make counter-arguments or
provide counter-examples on behalf of a
deeper notion of citizenship. The popular
hashtag #Resistance is the call sign of

a certain kind of coalition, but a very
diverse one. When I've been out at these



marches or protests, I've heard speakers
and seen posters that express anger,
scorn, and sadness, as well as love and
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thing. We all need a rming and sus-
taining narratives that we get from our
people, whoever “our people” are. But the
sort of echo chambers that social media
is famous for are really destructive of
democracy, in my view. We need to culti-
vate practices of listening to other people,
in person and online. Widen that circle
just a little more to the friend-of-a-friend,
and you'll start to hear other reactions to
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