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hevelone:  The subtitle of your talk at 
the Boisi Center is from Deuteronomy 
20:19: “Are trees in the field human be-
ings, that they should come under siege 
from you?” At first you actually wanted 
this to be the title. What about this verse 
speaks to you about war and the environ-

� � � � � �ff:  How did you become 
interested in war and its effects on the 
environment?

johnston: I’ve been interested in the 
ethics of war for a long time and just war 
theory as an approach to thinking about 
how to limit war and how to make war 
more ethical. There’s a strong connection 
between climate change, environmental 

devastation and warfare. More and more 
wars are being driven by environmental 
destruction, by climate change and by 
resource scarcity. The interconnections 
between the damage that’s done to the 
environment and the damage that’s done 
by war have been increasingly coming to 
everyone’s attention.

At the same time, when we talk about 
how to limit climate change and how 

to address environmental problems, 
most of the conversation is about more 
ordinary activities of life. How can we 
– in our families, in our schools and 
in our businesses – reduce our carbon 



2     the boisi center interview: laurie johnston

thing exceptional that doesn’t need to be 
considered when we think about climate 
change. Now it’s becoming clear that 
climate change aggravates war, and war 
is contributing to climate issues. They’re 
deeply interconnected, and we have to 
think about the intersection.

mcguire: How has modern warfare 
increased the potential for far-reaching 
environmental devastation?




