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owens:  One of the reasons that you’re 
here is that your first book, which is titled 
Domestic Violence and the Islamic Tradi-
tion, has gotten all kinds of great reviews 
and has made a big impact on the field. 
You say that “there is no aspect of Islam 
that is gender neutral; everything is gen-
dered, from sacred texts, theology, ethics, 
legal theory, jurisprudence to mystical 
expressions and the embodied experienc
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I grew up with this verse. I heard it. I 
heard it in the mosque. I heard it in my 
house. I heard people talk about it. It’s a 
verse that has been used to justify domes
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owens:  Are you then forced to either 
drop your relationship to the tradition 
or drop your objection to this passage? 
How did you find your way through this 
dilemma?

chaudhry: Right. There’s this won-
derful area of study called religious 
feminism. Religious feminism occupies 
the space between rejection and blind 
obedience to tradition. So all religious 
traditions, not only the three Abraham-
ic faiths, but most religions that are in 
operation today, emerge out of patriarchal 
contexts. They necessarily reflect the 
patriarchy of their histories. 

Religious feminists say we belong to this 
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have to basically say Muslims are not the 
center of their own religious discourse 
because we have to instead center bigots 
and Islamophobes and people who are 
racist and will in some way hurt us for 
having an honest conversation. That was 
a really important part. It’s claiming 
the legitimacy and the space within a 
religious tradition to have a self-critical 
conversation with or without regard to 
what the outsiders of that tradition are 
going to think about that. So that was an 
important part. 

I’ve also been asked this question by lib-
eral white people who are worried about 
what I’m doing in my own tradition, and 
those two questions are really different. 
They have a different tone. They’re fasci-
nating to me in very different ways. 

What I would say to Muslims, is that 
when we start portraying this perspec-
tive on Islam that is dishonest to our 
experience of it for the sake of public 
relations—what I call in the book “PR 
Islam”—it makes it impossible to grow. 
What it ensures is that the community 
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