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To think about the Civil War era more 
generally beyond Lincoln, I think it is a 
critical period for the coming of a kind 
of entrenchment of a certain American 
Catholicism. Here at Boston College it 
is striking to think about the fact that 
some Jesuits in Boston thought that the 
middle of the Civil War was a good time 
to launch this kind of institution in 1863. 
But there are a number of Jesuit institu-
tions and Catholic institutions that are 
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