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On April 8 the Boisi Center hosted Texas 
Tech University’s Katharine Hayhoe 
to address the topic of “Religion and 
the Roots of Climate Change Denial.” 
Co-sponsored by the Institute for the 
Liberal Arts, the Department of Earth 
& Environmental Sciences, and the 
Environmental Studies Program, the 

www.bc.edu/boisi-hayhoe
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The national debate over race has inten-
sified in the last eight months as the kill-
ings of Michael Brown, Eric Garner and 
Freddie Gray (among many others) by 
police officers have sparked nationwide 
protests and exposed strong disagree-
ments about the extent of racial injustice 
in modern America. To help us grapple 
with these crucial issues among our own 
community, the Boisi Center invited 
three theologians to discuss the inter-
section of race, religion and movements 
for social change. Billed as a “campus 
conversation,” the March 25 event drew 
several hundred students, faculty and 
staff to the large Devlin 008 auditorium, 
and connected them to a broader, semes-

www.bc.edu/boisi-racepanel
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two faces of political islam

www.bc.edu/boisi-banuazizi
www.bc.edu/boisi-lerman
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religion and u.s.  foreign policy
Shaun Casey, a professor of Christian ethics who is currently serving as special representative for religion and global affairs at 
the U.S. State Department, spoke about his office’s efforts to promote pluralism, human rights and global stability.  

Shaun Casey, special representative for 
religion and global affairs at the U.S. 
State Department, spoke at a Boisi Center 
event on April 9 about the State Depart-
ment’s efforts to take religion more seri-
ously in its dealings with foreign states. 
Casey, currently on leave from Wesley 
Theological Seminary, explained that un-
derstanding the religious convictions of 
others is a high priority for Secretary of 
State John Kerry (a proud BC alum) and 
the Obama administration in general. 
The administration’s efforts are aimed 
at engaging religious actors and com-
munities in order to advance pluralism, 
human rights and global stability. 

Casey described the evolution of the State 
Department’s Office of Religion and 
Global Affairs and its efforts to further 
the administration’s goal of engagement. 
His office advises the Secretary of State 

Shaun Casey, special representative for religion 
and global affairs at the U.S. State Department, 
addressing a Boisi Center event on April 9.

on issues connected to religion. It also 
acts as an entry point for religious leaders 

www.bc.edu/boisi-casey-state
www.bc.edu/boisi-white
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being a priest in the public square down under

www.bc.edu/boisi-brennan
www.bc.edu/boisi-braude
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▪▪ Undergraduate research assistant evan goldstein 
will graduate this May with a B.A. in theology and a 
minor in philosophy. In August he will begin a mas-
ters program in Theology/Ethics at the Union Theolog-
ical Seminary in the City of New York.

▪▪ After two years at the Boisi Center, graduate research 
assistant yael levin hungerford 


