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As the United States faces a massive economic 
crisis, politicians on both ends of the political 
spectrum routinely invoke Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt, who led the nation through the Great 
Depression. 
Patrick Maney, 
then Dean of the 
College of Arts 
and Sciences 
and professor 
of history at 
Boston College, 
spoke about 
FDR’s legacy at 
a colloquium on 
September 17. 

Roosevelt 
dominated 
popular culture 
during his own 

days to an unparalleled degree. Children were named 
after him, songs were sung about him and movies 
portrayed him. Through his Fireside Chats on the radio 
and his administration’s effort to respond to all of his 
personal mail, Americans identified with him personally 
and felt that he knew them personally. He did have 
detractors, but they were largely silent in the face of his 
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Biographers face a daunting task when they seek to capture 
the essence of someone else’s life within the pages of a book. 




