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helmer: When I first looked at Luther’s 
interpretation of the Trinity in his later 
works, particularly from 1543, I stud-
ied those works for his articulation of 
Trinitarian doctrine. One of these texts, 
On the Last Words of David, is considered 
to be one among four of Luther’s late 
anti-Jewish treatises. When I worked on 
this specific text, which is an interpreta-
tion of a passage in 2 Samuel, I bracketed 
out the anti-Jewish polemic. My goal was 
to demonstrate a speculative dimension 
to Luther’s Trinitarian theology, a topic 
that itself was controversial enough 
in Luther scholarship that considered 
Luther to have rejected any speculation of 
God in eternity in favor of a theology of 
the cross.  

I would not interpret this 1543 text in 
the same way today. Luther was trained 
in the medieval genre of disputation. 
His entire thought is structured by the 
opposition between two players in the 
disputation, the opponent and the re-
spondent. Carrying on a polemic against 
the other is constitutive of the way Luther 
thinks. Thus I think that any work on Lu-
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from today. Then, being recognized in 
the German-speaking context was a 
definite must. Today, this is not the case. 
Luther scholarship is no longer dictated 
by what is going on in Germany; in fact 
innovative and historically careful Luther 
scholarship is done outside of Germany. 
My rather German syntax in The Trinity 
and Martin Luther thus betrays the world 
in which Luther scholarship took place 
twenty years ago. Today thankfully, Lu-
ther has gone “global.” 

[End]


