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mcguire:  We want to start off by ask

are, but during a unit on different reli-
gions in kindergarten.  In first grade, you 
could do a little bit more explaining about 
the religions.

​The key thing is going to be how well you 
train the teachers on how to handle the 
topic, and how they handle the questions 
that kids might ask. You have to train 
them in content too because an elementa-
ry teacher, unlike a middle or high school 
social studies teacher, may never have 
taken any kind of world history class in 
college. They may know nothing about 
religion except about their own religion, 
if they are affiliated with one. You should 
not just throw them a bunch of work-
sheets and say, here. You need to train 
them in the content, but then also show 
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of the religions they teach. But they have 
to know the basics.

mcguire:  You mentioned how Modesto 
is a diverse community in terms of reli-
gion. But in other parts of the country, 
where we don’t see that much diversity, 
how can schools and how can the curric-
ulum go about balancing the different 
religious traditions in the world and split 
up time for what they’re teaching?
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wertheimer:  I would like to see me-
dia, when they’re covering these disputes, 
to really report them more fully. They 
seem to just go for the hot button, and 
then you often don’t get deeper discus-
sion about education. In Wellesley, they 
were teaching this course for nearly 
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“Why don’t you go to the class?” I’d say, 
“I’m Jewish.” They said, “You’re going to 
hell.” Things kind of went downhill from 
there.

​At first I thought it was anti-Semitism. 
But then as I got older, I wondered was it 
anti-Semitism or was it ignorance? And 
then a bigger question as I got older also 
formed in my mind – what if instead of 
pastors preaching to us, the teachers had 
tried to teach us about many religions 
instead of one? Could it have made a 
difference? Would it have made us more 
respectful of each other?

I wasn’t disrespectful of my peers’ 
religion, per se, but I was upset about 
the youth pastor roaming the lunchroom 
and about people trying to shove their 


