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The GPSP Selection Process at a Glance 

Prospective scholars and former Director, Jim Keenan, S.J. (filling in for Director Kathy Bailey who was at a conference). 
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By Riley Coopwood ’27

As I neared Devlin 110 at 4:45, the 
boisterous noise of 64 voices progres-
sively got louder. Opening the doors and 
walking down the stairs, I got my first 
good look at the prospective Scholars. 
Nervous yet excited faces turned to look at 
us as we descended the stairs, and I saw 
variations of my past self staring back 
at me. Just over a year ago, I was sit-
ting in their exact seats. This time, how-
ever, I was on the outside looking in. 

The Gabelli Presidential Scholars Pro-
gram Selection Process brings top stu-
dents from around the world to interview 
for a coveted position in the GPSP. Once 
accepted into the Program, students are 
introduced to a world of opportunities. 
The GPSP offers students an environment 
with like-minded, academically and so-
cially driven people from all disciplines. 
From nursing to political science, pre-
med to education, everyone can make a 
place for themselves within the GPSP 
and the Boston College community. 

After meeting the prospective Scholars, 
or “prospies,” current Scholars migrated to 
the Admissions Office in Devlin for pizza 
and dessert. Bouncing from group to group, 
introductions and beginnings of compan-
ionship filled the room. Scholars mingled 
with the prospies, and immediately dove 

into their interests and career aspirations. 
The prospies asked many questions, rang-
ing from majors, to favorite Boston Col-
lege dining meal, to niche study spaces. 
After the welcome event started winding 
down, Scholars staying on upper campus 
made the treacherous trek up the stairs. 

Monday and Tuesday were filled with 
different collaborative and evaluative ex-
ercises. The prospies had interviews with 
admissions officers, lunches with faculty, 
mock seminars, and a brainstorming ses-
sion centered around a social justice topic of 
their cohort’s choice. Each activity was de-
signed to evaluate how the prospies worked 
in groups and in a classroom setting. 

However, their time on campus was not 
limited to academics. On Monday night, 
the group journeyed into Boston for an 
entertaining night at Lucky Strikes. There, 
the students let loose and enjoyed getting 
to know each other in a more relaxed atmo-
sphere with bowling lanes, dart boards, and 
pool tables. Later that night, the infamous 



Class of 2027 Travels to Ireland
                      

On Friday, March 1, Gabelli Presi-



GPSP Class of 2026 Trip to Costa Rica
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      By Caroline Ahn ’26

To kick off the new year, the sopho-
more Scholars, accompanied by Director 
Kathleen Bailey, revisited Costa Rica for 
WKH�¿UVW� WLPH� LQ� IRXU� \HDUV��7KH� JRDO�ZDV�
WR�GHOYH�LQWR�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�KLVWRU\�DQG�RQ-
JRLQJ� KXPDQLWDULDQ� FRQFHUQV�� LQFOXGLQJ�
KHDOWKFDUH� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�� VRFLR�HFRQRPLFV�
FKDOOHQJHV�� PLJUDWLRQ�� DQG� /*%74�� DQG�
KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LVVXHV��

$IWHU� VL[�KRXUV�RI� WUDYHOLQJ� IURP�%RV-
ton to San Jose, the Scholars met Elisa 
9DQHJDV�� WKHLU� WRXU� JXLGH� IURP�$XJVEXUJ�
8QLYHUVLW\¶V� &HQWHU� IRU� *OREDO� (GXFDWLRQ�
DQG�([SHULHQFH��7KH\�WUDYHOHG�WR�WKHLU�KR-
WHO� WR�JHW� VHWWOHG� DQG� UHDG\� IRU� WKH� HYHQWV�
VFKHGXOHG� IRU� WKH� XSFRPLQJ� ZHHN�� 0DQ\�
of the Scholars were excited to immerse 
WKHPVHOYHV� LQ� D� QHZ� FXOWXUH� DQG� XWLOL]H�
WKHLU�6SDQLVK�VSHDNLQJ�VNLOOV��

0RQGD\�EHJDQ�ZLWK�D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ZLWK�
$QGUH\�3LQHGD��D�&RVWD�5LFDQ�6RFLRORJLVW�
and Professor at the Universidad a Dis-
WDQFLD�RI�&RVWD�5LFD�WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�KLVWRU\�
DQG�FXUUHQW�VRFLDO��SROLWLFDO��DQG�HFRQRPLF�
LVVXHV��)ROORZLQJ�OXQFK��&DUPHQ�+XWFKLQ-
VRQ� 0LOOHU�� DQ� $IUR�&RVWD� 5LFDQ� IHPDOH�
historian, presented the racially diverse 





GPSP Alumni:

 Join our GPSP Facebook & LinkedIn 
Groups!

Alumni Announcements
Sean Patrick Flahaven ’95 ZRQ�WKH�*UDPP\�$ZDUG�
IRU�%HVW�0XVLFDO�7KHDWHU�$OEXP�IRU�Some Like It 
Hot �2ULJLQDO�%URDGZD\�&DVW�5HFRUGLQJ���)ODKDYHQ�
VHUYHG�DV�H[HFXWLYH�SURGXFHU�RI�WKH�DOEXP�DQG�ODEHO�
KHDG�RI�&RQFRUG�7KHDWULFDOV�5HFRUGLQJV��7KLV�LV�KLV�
WKLUG�*UDPP\��KH�SUHYLRXVO\�ZRQ�LQ�WKLV�FDWHJRU\�
for Into the Woods ������%URDGZD\�&DVW�5HFRUGLQJ��
and Hamilton��2ULJLQDO�%URDGZD\�&DVW�5HFRUGLQJ��

Andrew Frey ’01�OHG�WKH�WHDP�DW�WKH�&LW\�RI�0LDPL�
WKDW�MXVW�ZRQ�D����0�JUDQW�IURP�IHGHUDO�'27�IRU�D�
����DFUH�SDUN�LQ�GRZQWRZQ�

Leah De Quattro ’03 HDUQHG�KHU�3K'�LQ�0HGLFDO�
+XPDQLWLHV��DZDUGHG�E\�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
0DQFKHVWHU��8.��

Will Dowd ’06�ZDV�VHOHFWHG�DV�D�����������)HOORZ�
IRU�WKH�-DPHV�0HUULOO�+RXVH�:ULWHU�LQ�5HVLGHQFH�
3URJUDP.

Chris Scullin ’10 LV�OHDYLQJ�%DLQ�&DSLWDO�WR�MRLQ�
1RUZHVW�9HQWXUH�3DUWQHUV�RQ�WKH�*URZWK�3(�WHDP�
EDVHG�LQ�0HQOR�3DUN��&$��+H¶OO�EH�LQYHVWLQJ�LQ�
IRXQGHU�EDFNHG�EXVLQHVVHV�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�VWDJHV�RI�WKHLU�
MRXUQH\V�WR�KHOS�WKHP�DFFHOHUDWH�JURZWK�DQG�EXLOG�
IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�

Marie Pellissier ’15�¿QLVKHG�KHU�3K'�LQ�KLVWRU\�
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