
 CRYSTAL TIALA 
 

 

 
Curriculum Vitae 

 
EDUCATION:  
MFA, Scene Design  University of Connecticut    Storrs, CT  May, 1995 
BA, Interior Design    University of Mississippi,        Oxford,  MS  May, 1991 
2 years undergraduate      St. Cloud State University St. Cloud, MN 1980-1982  
2 courses/Qualitative Research Coursera/UC Davis  Online course Summer, 2020   
  
TEACHING: 
 
Professor of Design, Boston College Theater Department 

Undergraduate classes currently taught  
• Computer Aided Drafting 
• Elements of Stagecraft (co-taught) 
• Elements of Theatrical Design (co-taught) 
• Stage Design I   
• Fashion and Décor: A Cultural History (co-taught) 
• Theater Production Lab – Assistant Scene Design  
• Advanced Theater Production Lab, Scenic Design for Workshop Productions 
• Design Practicum, occasionally      

Courses taught in previous years  
• Can Creativity Save the World?  Core Course Pilot, Fall 2016  
• Creating Social Activist Imagery  
• Computer Aided Drafting and Design  
• Scene Painting I   
• Independent Television (one credit)   

 
Visiting Lecturer, Theater and Dance Dept., Trinity College,  Hartford, CT 

Fall, 1997 and 1998: Introduction to Theater (design component, team taught w/ Dr. Arthur Feinsod)   
Spring 1999  Scene Design  (undergraduate)     
 

Visiting Lecturer,  Drama Department, University of Connecticut, Storrs, CT 
Fall, 1996  Principles of Design and Rendering Techniques (graduate & undergraduate)   
Fall, 1995  Studies in Scene Design  (graduate, team taught with Gary English)   
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ABBB!
§ ?&5,5$%5&!h!?0$5:',%*!!FU1)-0%'#$0:!NQ::0(),!N.03R=!g5.!U$4:0$1!P850%5&!"#$75&5$-5=!g#Z5I(5&!_=!

ABBB=!^'::'$4%#$=!H5&I#$%J!!!
§ N5,,'#$!"80'&*!!FW55%!;#8$!d55!D50%%Q=!D&#01.0Q!]5,'4$5&R=!g5.!U$4:0$1!P850%5&!"#$75&5$-5=!

g#Z5I(5&!L=!ABBB=!^'::'$4%#$=!H5&I#$%J!
§ ?&5,5$%5&*!!FP&50,)&5,!0$1!N%#&'5,!7&#I!%85!D0::0&1!O$,%'%)%5!0$1!W),5)I!#7!?)335%&QR=!MNOPP!

g0%'#$0:!"#$Z5$%'#$=!!W0&-8!2L=!ABBB=!P#&#$%#=!"0$010!
ABBE!!!
§ ?&5,5$%5&*!!FP&50,)&5,!0$1!N%#&'5,!7&#I!%85!D0::0&1!O$,%'%)%5!0$1!W),5)I!#7!?)335%&QR=!!g5.!

U$4:0$1!P850%5&!!"#$75&5$-5=!V0&%7#&1=!"P!
§ N5,,'#$!"80'&*!!F`33#&%)$'%'5,!'$!O$1),%&QR=!g5.!U$4:0$1!P850%5&!!"#$75&5$-5=!V0&%7#&1=!"P!
§ N5,,'#$!"80'&*!!FO$%5&$,8'3!`33#&%)$'%'5,!'$!954'#$0:!P850%5&R=!g5.!U$4:0$1!P850%5&!"#$75&5$-5=!

V0&%7#&1=!"PJ!!
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PRODUCTIONS:  PROFESSIONAL SCENIC DESIGN FOR THEATER  &
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Connecticut Opera 

Bushnell Theatre 
touring production 

 
Hartford, CT 
 

 
Neely Bruce’s Hansel & Gretel 
Neely Bruce’s Hansel & Gretel 

 
George Osborne 
George Osborne 

  
 3/98 
  3/97 

 
Worcester Foothills 
Theatre 

Worcester, MA The Story of Dr. Faust    Marc Smith    3/98 
 

Peabody Institute Baltimore, MD The Snow Queen (ballet)  Carol Bartlett 12/97 
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PRODUCTIONS:  BOSTON COLLEGE SCENIC DESIGN 
&

theater/industrial group location title director date 
Boston College 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chestnut Hill, 
MA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Curious Incident of a Dog in 
the Nightime 
Candide 
Dreadful 
Rocky Horror Show 
The Lion, Witch, & Wardrobe 
Spoon River Revival 
IDK (What This Is) 
City of Angels (cancelled) 
Back the Night 
Noises Off 
9 to 5 
Invisible 
Peter and the Starcatcher 
Chicago 
Evita 
Misanthrope 
Learning How to Drown 
Carousel 
A Funny Thing Happened …Forum 
Three Sisters 
The 39 Steps 
Arabian Nights         
These Shining Lives  
Doubt 
Into the Woods 
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels 
Top Girls 
Three Penny Opera 
Translations 
Code Monkey 
Sweet Charity 
Uncle Vanya 
Angels in America 
Hotel Paradiso 
Urinetown 
Ashley’s Purpose 
Stage Door 
Metamorphoses 
Cabaret 
We Won’t Pay! We Won’t Pay! 
King Stag 
Candide 
Dreaming Shakespeare 
Necessary Targets 
Credible Witness 
Abingdon Square 
Arcadia 
Crucible 
A Little Night Music 

Luke Jorgensen 
 
Bryce Pinkham 
Luke Jorgensen 
Summer L Williams 
Luke Jorgensen 
Luke Jorgensen 
Scott Cummings 
David Connelly 
Pascale Florestal 
Luke Jorgensen 
David Connolly 
Patricia Riggin 
Luke Jorgensen 
Michelle Miller 
Paul Daigneault 
Theresa Lang 
Igor Goldin 
Michelle Miller 
Luke Jorgensen 
David Gammons 
Luke Jorgensen 
John Houchin 
Patricia Riggin 
John Houchin 
Paul Daigneault 
Ken Hill 
Patricia Riggin 
Stuart Hecht 
Carmel O’Reilly 
Luke Jorgensen 
Michael Allasso 
Patricia Riggin 
Stuart Hecht 
John Houchin 
Paul Daigneault 
Scott Cummings 
John Houchin 
Luke Jorgensen 
Howard Enoch 
John Houchin 
Luke Jorgensen 
Stuart Hecht 
John Houchin 
Patricia Riggin 
Patricia Riggin 
Scott Cummings 
Stuart Hecht 
Luke Jorgensen 
Stuart Hecht 

 10/23 
 
 4/23 
10/22 
 4/22 
11/21 
 4/21 
 2/21 
 4/20 
 1/20 
11/19 
 4/19 
10/18 
  4/18 
10/17 
  4/17 
11/16   
  1/16 
10/15 
10/14 
11/13 
10/13 
11/12
10/12
2/12 

10/11 
4/11 

10/10 
4/10 
2/10 

10/09 
4/09  
2/09 

11/08 
10/08 
  4/08 
  2/08 
11/07 
10/07 
  4/06 
  2/06 
10/05 
  4/05 
11/04 
10/04 
10/04 
2/04 

11/03 
10/03 
4/03  



  Tiala- 

 

8 
Good 
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PRODUCTIONS:    SCENIC ARTIST (scenic painter for theater) 
Boston College 
Connecticut Repertory 

Chestnut Hill, MA 
Storrs, CT 

All shows from Fall, 1999 to Spring, 2003 
Ah Wilderness 
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court 
Tartuffe 
The Servant of Two Masters 
Three Sisters 
Fiddler on the Roof  
Open Window (premier) 
Anything Goes 
A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum 
Rumors 
The Art of Dining 
Love’s Labour’s Lost 
Fences 

 
11/98
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PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE 
• ]5,'4$l%5-8!-#$,):%0$%!7#&!$5.!8'&5!0%!%85!P850%5&!]530&%I5$%=!MW0,,=!D#,%#$=!2@AS!
• 95Z'5.!7#&!3&#I#%'#$!0$1!%5$)&5=!D0&(0&0!"&0'4=!0,,',%0$%!3&#75,,#&!0$1!N5%!0$1!d'48%!]5,'4$5&!0%!

V#:Q!"&#,,!M$'Z5&,'%QJ!!2@A@!
• 95Z'5.!7#&!3&#I#%'#$!0$1!%5$)&5=!]0$!D':#150)=!+,,%J!?&#75,,#&!h!N5%!0$1!d'48%!]5,'4$5&=!

M$'Z5&,'%Q!#7!W0'$5J!!2@@B!
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
&
M0$"0%.+98&
§ "80'&!#7!%85!D#,%#$!"#::545!+&%,!"#)$-':Y!W0Q!A=!2@A@!K!3&5,5$%!
§ "80'&=!P850%&5!]530&%I5$%=!D#,%#$!"#::545=!;)$5!2@AG!K2@2@J!
§ O$%5&'I!"80'&!#7!%85!+&%,!"#)$-':=!N3&'$4=!2@@B!h!2@A@!
&
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THEATRE DEPARTMENT SERVICE 
§ "80'&!#7!-#II'%%55!%#!&5Z'5.!%5$)&5!7#&!$5.!8'&5=!"#)&%$5Q!W#8:5&=!N)II5&!#7!2@22J!!!!
§ "80'&!#&!3&#I#%'#$!-#II'%%55!7#&!d)/5!;#&45$,5$!033:Q'$4!7#&!>)::!?&#75,,#&!#7!%85!?&0-%'-5=!+e!

2@2AX2@22J!
§ >0-):%Q!,50&-8!-#II'%%55!7#&!$5.!%5$)&5!%&0-/!70-):%Q=!N)II5&X>0::=!2@2A!
§ >0-):%Q!P5-8$#:#4Q!"##&1'$0%#&!7#&!P850%5&!]530&%I5$%=!2@@b!%#!2@A_!
§ ]5Z5:#351!$5.!-#)&,5!.'%8!;0-f)5:'$5!]0::5Q=!>0,8'#$!0$1!]k-#&*!+!"):%)&0:!V',%#&Q=!,%0&%51!'$!%85!

,3&'$4!#7!2@AG!),'$4!%85!)$'Z5&,'%Q!W51'0^&#$!%5-8$#:#4QJ!!
§ U1)-0%'#$0:!%)%#&'0:!#$!.5(!0$1!'$!?#.5&3#'$%!3&5,5$%0%'#$!0Z0':0(:5!7#&!,%)15$%!0$1!70-):%Q!),5!'$!

-:0,,&##IJ!!
§ ?&5,5$%5&*!D#,%#$!"#::545!+&%,!>5,%'Z0:=!FN-5$5!?0'$%'$4!]5I#$,%&0%'#$R=!+3&':!2bth=!+$$)0::Q!7&#I!

2@@@!%#!3&5,5$%!
§ d5-%)&5&*!!FN-5$5!]5,'4$R=!D#,%#$!"#::545=!3&#Z'151!#$-5!50-8!,5I5,%5&!7&#I!ABBB!%#!2@@S!!7#&!%85!

O$%&#1)-%'#$!%#!P850%5&!,%)15$%,!
§ H#:)$%0&':Q!,5&Z51!0,!?&#35&%'5,!W0,%5&!0$1!"80&45!N-5$'-!+&%',%!7#&!0::!%85!D#,%#$!"#::545!P850%5&!

]530&%I5$%!3&#1)-%'#$,J![L!35&!Q50&\!!ABBB!%#!2@@_!
 
 
HONORS OR DISTINCTIONS! !
2@2@! ! Outstanding Campus Partner Award from the Boston College  Division of Student Affairs!
2@A@!!! ^5$$51Q!"5$%5&!+I5&'-0$!"#::545!P850%5&!>5,%'Z0:!$0%'#$0:!I510:!7#&!N5&Z'-5=!2@A@!
2@@E!!! ^5$$51Q!"5$%5&!+I5&'-0$!"#::545!P850%5&!>5,%'Z0:!7#&!F`)%,%0$1'$4!N5&Z'-5!%#!954'#$!OR!!
2@@E!!! !P50-8'$4!.'%8!g5.!W51'0!+.0&1R!7&#I!D#,%#$!"#::545J!!
2@@S!! >50%)&51!'$!%85!2@@SX@G!!FU+0&25(%*0,&U+0&K%0$L0%&V5.L5)&W0.5(%*0&K(9"0R!(Q!

N%045N#)&-5J!!N5%!15,'4$*!Later Life!0%!W5&&'I0-/!9535&%#&Q!P850%5&=ABBb!#$!%85!-#Z5&J!N5%!
15,'4$!7&#I!The End of the World Party=!N350/U0,Q!N%045=!3045!#$5J!!D'#4&038Q!3045!Z''J!

ABBE! ! >'$0:',%=!gU+lP"T!"0&55&!]5Z5:#3I5$%!?&#4&0I!7#&!]5,'4$5&,!!
ABB_! ! "5&%'7'-0%5!#7!+33&5-'0%'#$=!C8'%5!V#),5!"#II)$'-0%'#$,=!]#11!"5$%5&!]51'-0%'#$!!!!!!
ABB_! ! Fe#)$4!]5,'4$5&<,!>#&)IR=!g0%'#$0:!MNOPP=!d0,!H540,!!&
ABB_! ! M$'Z5&,'%Q!]&0I0!N-8#:0&,8'3!0$1!+.0&1!#7!U6-5::5$-5=!M$'Z5&,'%Q!#7!"#$$5-%'-)%!
ABBG!!!! M$'Z5&,'%Q!]&0I0!N-8#:0&,8'3!0$1!+.0&1!#7!U6-5::5$-5=!M$'Z5&,'%Q!#7!"#$$5-%'-)%!
ABBA! ! ?8'!^0330!?8'!+.0&1=!M$'Z5&,'%Q!#7!W',,',,'33'!
ABBA! ! "80$-5::#&<,!+.0&1=!M$'Z5&,'%Q!#7!W',,',,'33'!
ABB@ "80$-5::#&<,!+.0&1=!M$'Z5&,'%Q!#7!W',,',,'33'&
!


