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Travel-Study Prize for Excellence in Teaching, Harvard University, Dept. of 
Romance Languages and Literatures, May 1980. 

 
Harvard University Fellowship, 1977-1981. 
 
B.A., Summa cum laude, May 1977. 
 
Bigongiari Award for Excellence in Italian Studies, Columbia University, May 1977. 
 
Phi Beta Kappa, Columbia College, March 1977. 
 
John Jay National Scholar, Columbia College, 1973-1977. 
 
 
III.  Professional Employment: Teaching Positions 

o

III.  

1981.
, 

1981.  , 

1981.

, 
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Assistant Senior Tutor and Fellowships Advisor, 1981-1983, North House (now 

Pforzheimer House), Harvard-Radcliffe Colleges. 
 
 
IV.   Professional Employment: Administrative Positions 
 
Chairperson, Department of Romance Languages and Literatures, Boston College, 

July 2012-present. 
 
Section Head, Italian Studies, Department of Romance Languages and Literatures, 
 Boston College, January 2010-June 2015. 
 
Director, Senior Honors Program, Department of Romance Languages and 

Literatures, Boston College, September 2005-May 2009. 
 
Chairperson, Department of Romance Languages and Literatures, Boston College, 

July 2001-July 2006. 
 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, Department of Romance Languages and 

Literatures, Boston College, Sept. 1997-June 2000. 
 
 
V.   Publications 
 
1. Books: 
 
author of 
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author of The Preacher's Demons:  Bernardino of Siena and the Social Underworld 
of Early Renaissance Italy.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1999. 

 
editor of Saints and Sinners: Caravaggio and the Baroque Image.  Exhibition 

catalogue, McMullen Museum of Art, Boston College, distributed by the 
University of Chicago Press, 1999.  

 
 
2. Articles in Scholarly Books and Refereed Journals: 
 
"Did Bernini's Ecstasy of St. Teresa Cross a Seventeenth-Century Line of Decorum,”  
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"Just as your lips approach the lips of your brothers:  Judas Iscariot and the Kiss of 
Betrayal," in Saints and Sinners (see above), 179-90. 

 
"Virtual Death in the Middle Ages:  The Apotheosis of Mary Magdalene in Popular 

Preaching" in Death and Dying in the Middle Ages, ed. Edelgard DuBruck 
and Barbara I. Gusick. New York: Peter Lang, 1999, 257-74. 

 
"What Happens to Us When We Die?:  The ''Four Last Things' in the Popular 

Preaching of Bernardino of  Siena" in Death and Dying in the Middle Ages 
(see previous entry), 109-42. 

 
"Bernardino of Siena, Popular Preacher and Witch-Hunter: A 1426 Witch Trial in 

Rome" in Fifteenth Century Studies, 24 (1998), 84-118. 
 
"Bernardino of Siena, “'Great Defender' or 'Merciless Betrayer' of Women?" in 

Italica, 75 (1998): 22-40. 
 
"Signs of the Apocalypse in Late Medieval Italy:  The Popular Preaching of 

Bernardino of Siena" in Medievalia et Humanistica: Studies in Medieval and 
Renaissance Culture, 24, ed. Paul M. Clogan.  Lanham, MD: Rowman and 
Littlefield, 1997, 95-122. 

 
"An Early Renaissance Guide for the Perplexed:  Bernardino of Siena's De 

inspirationibus" in Through a Glass Darkly:  Essays in the Religious 
Imagination, ed. John C. Hawley.  New York: Fordham University Press, 
1996. 

 
"To Persuade Is a Victory:  Rhetoric and Moral Reasoning in the Sermons of 

Bernardino of  Siena" in The Context of Casuistry,  eds. James Keenan and 
Thomas Shannon.  Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 1995: 
55-84. 

 
"Bernardino of Siena's Campaign Against Sodomy:  Emasculating Mothers as 

Culprits," NEMLA Italian Studies, 19 (1995): 17-32. 
 
"Dilettissimo ed Onorando Messer Francesco: Guicciardini, Disciple and Critic of 

Machiavelli" in Essays in Honor of Nicolae Iliescu, ed. Emanuela Bertone. 
Cambridge:  Harvard University, Dept. of Romance Languages, 1990. 

 
"The Humanists, the Pagan Classics and Bernardino da Siena," Laurentianum 

(Rome) 27 (1986): 72-97. 
 
 
3. Encyclopedia, Dictionary and Online Database Entries: 
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5. Book Reviews: 
 
review of Girolamo Mercuriale, On Pestilence, translated with introduction and  

notes by Craig Martin (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 
2022), in 
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review of Sara Nair James, Signorelli and Fra Angelico at Orvieto: Liturgy, Poetry 
and a Vision of the End-time, in The Journal of Ecclesiastical History 56 
(2005): 586-87. 

 
review of Giorgio Caravale, L'orazione proibita. Censura ecclesiastica e letteratura 

devozionale nella prima età moderna, in The Catholic Historical Review XC 
(2004): 790-91. 

 
review of Eraldo Bellini, Agostino Mascardi tra 'ars poetica' e 'ars historia,' in Italian 

Culture 21 (2003): 185-87.  
 
review of Preachers and People in the Reformations and Early Modern Period, ed. 

Larissa Taylor, in Sixteenth-Century Journal, 34 (2003): 181-83. 
 
review of Sarah McPhee, Bernini and the Bell Towers: Architecture and Politics at 

the Vatican, in America, v. 188, no. 14 (2003): 23-24. 
 
review of Christopher Ocker, Biblical Poetics Before Humanism and Reformation, 

in Church History 72 (2003): 881. 
 
review of Brendan Dooley, Morandi’s Last Prophecy and the End of Renaissance 

Politics, in America, v. 187, no. 8 (2002): 27-30. 
 
review of Paolo Chiesa and Henry Yule, The Travels of Friar Odoric: A 14th-

Century Journal of the Blessed Odoric of Pordenone, in America, v. 186, no. 
16 (2002):19. 

 
review of Dava Sobel, ed. and trans., Letters to Father: Suor Maria Celeste to 

Galileo, 1623- 1633, in America, v. 186, no. 15 (2002): 30-31. 
 
review of Garry Wills, Venice, Lion City: The Religion of Empire, in America, v. 

185, no. 11 (2001): 26-27. 
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"Ignatius the Franciscan: The Franciscan Roots of Jesuit Spirituality."  Public  
presentation sponsored by the Boston College Center for Ignatian 
Spirituality, Boston College, November, 6, 2019.
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"Bernini: His Life and His Rome." The Lauro De Bosis Colloquium in Italian 
 Literature, Harvard University, Feb. 6, 2012. 
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"Michael Sweerts' Plague in an Ancient City (Rome, ca. 1650): Deciphering the 
Enigma." Fifteenth Biennial New College Conference on Medieval-
Renaissance Studies, Sarasota, Florida, March 9, 2006. 

 
"Ambiguous Baroque: The Sensual, the Sexual and the Sacred in Devotional Art of 

Seventeenth-Century Italy." The Luce Program in Scripture and Literary Arts, 
Boston University, Feb. 23, 2006. 

 
"Using Art to Teach Italian Culture and History." Presentation at the "Professional 

Development Course on AP Italian Language and Literature, for High School 
Teachers" sponsored by the Consulate of Italy in Boston and the National 
Italian American Foundation, Boston College, June 4, 2005. 

 
"Michael Sweerts's Plague in an Ancient City (Rome, ca. 1650): Deciphering the 

Enigma." Presentation at the Annual New England Renaissance Conference,
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"Bernardino of Siena, Prophet of the Persecuting Society." The 25th New England 

Medieval Conference, Boston University, December 4, 1999. 
 
"Popular Preaching in Early Renaissance Italian Society." Symposium on "Preachers 

and Their Spaces: Bridging Medieval and Renaissance Society," Holy Cross 
College, November 1998. 

 
"Before Homosexuality: The Late Medieval Understanding of Sodomy According to 

Popular Preacher, Bernardino of Siena" Presented at "The Queer Middle 
Ages" conference sponsored by CUNY and NYU, November 1998. 

 
"Popular Preaching in Late Medieval Italy." Symposium at the Higgins Armory 

Museum on "Pages Past 
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"Art in a Time of Pandemic: Italian Painting Responds to the Bubonic Plague." 
 Presentation for the Patrons of the Arts in the Vatican Museums, New 
 England Chapter, Nov. 21, 2020. 
 
"Caravaggio Superstar: A Complete Survey of His Life and Oeuvre." A mini-course 
 comprising five lectures for the Beacon Hill Seminars, Boston, April 2019. 
 
"How to Make Pre-modern Religious Painting Accessible and Attractive to Museum  

Visitors Today." Presentation for Docent Continuing Education Program, 
Phoenix Art Museum, Phoenix, Arizona, Feb. 12, 2018. 
 

"The Intriguing Scoundrels of Dante's Inferno." Italian Cultural Society, Naples, FL, 
 January 23, 2017. Also given at The Dante Alighieri Society of 
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President for and Ministry. 
 
"Bernini and His Rome." A mini-course comprising six lectures for the Beacon Hill 
 Seminars, Boston, Oct.-Nov. 2012. 
 
"Bernini: His Life and His Rome." 92nd Street Y (Tribeca Branch), New York, NY,  
 May 20, 2012. 
 
"Bernini: His Life and His Rome." The Italian Cultural Society, Burlington, MA, Feb. 
 27, 2012. 
 
"Bernini and His Rome." The Italian Institute for Culture, San Francisco, Feb. 17, 
 2012. 
 
"Bernini: His Life and His Rome." Public lecture and reading at The Harvard Coop 
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"Hope and Healing: Painting in Italy in a Time of Plague." Worcester Museum of 
Art, Teachers Institute, June 30, 2004. 

 
"Dante's Ulysses: Canto 26, Inferno." Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, Boston, 

MA (museum's centenary celebration, lecture series), April 2003. 
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Was originator and co-curator of two major art exhibitions: 
Saints and Sinners:  Caravaggio and the Baroque Image, at Boston College's 
McMullen Museum of Art, February 1-May 24, 1999, examining the theory, styles, 
and social functions of religious painting of the Italian Baroque and featuring the 
first North American appearance of Caravaggio's recently rediscovered The Taking 
of Christ (Dublin). I was principal curator and catalogue editor (see above). 
 
Hope and Healing: Painting in Italy in a Time of Plague, 1500-1800, April 3-Sept. 
25, 2005, Worcester Art Museum, Worcester, MA, examining the role of art 
(Renaissance and Baroque) in times of social disaster and the influence of the 
bubonic plague on art, artists, and patrons. As originator of this project, I worked 
by myself for six months, conceiving and developing the themes and compiling a 
master list of candidate paintings by collection visits in the USA and abroad. I was 
also contributor to the catalog (see above under publications).  
 


