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To be sure, Kammer is occupying real estate whose price would appear only to be
heading down—so don’t read this book if you’re a day trader. But do read it if you
want some insight into the people, politics, and institutional dynamics that got us
into this mess. After all, as much as any one issue, our immigration fiasco has led
to the disastrous presidency of Donald Trump, of whose policies, it must be



of-hand needed to get any kind of overall immigration reform enacted. And
indeed, because they were permitted to present dubious or simply fraudulent pay
stubs, rent receipts, and other such “documents,” over one million undocumented
eventually secured legal status under SAW. A few years later Roberto Suro of the
New York Times adjudged the program to be “one of the most extensive
immigration frauds ever perpetrated against the United States Government.”
Nevertheless, about Schumer and his involvement with IRCA, Kammer concludes
that “his effort was sincere” and “the product may have been the best he could
achieve under the circumstances.”

Kammer is similarly even-handed in his account of the Obama Administration’s
immigration and refugee policies. Acknowledging the pressure Obama was under
from Latino voters in an election year, Kammer goes easy—too easy, in my
opinion—on the president for reversing his previous position and in June 2012
announcing the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program by
executive order. Kammer goes on to dismiss soon-to-be candidate Trump’s
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undocumented cost the county “tens of millions in court awards, settlements, and
legal fees.”  On the other hand, Kammer emphasizes that immigrant advocates
played right into Arpaio’s hand in 2006 and 2007 “by assembling more than
100,000 protesters in Phoenix” and thereby stirring “anxiety among Arizonans
who feared that the state was being ‘Mexicanized.’” 

o be sure, most of what Kammer sheds light on is not news to Washington




