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 Contacts 

 Department Chair a

mailto:jeffrey.bloechl@bc.edu
mailto:atkinsri@bc.edu
mailto:gregory.fried@bc.edu


 The Ph.D. Program in Philosophy 

 Timeline 
 ● ��PQ@AJPO�=NA�OPNKJCHU�AJ?KQN=CA@�PK�?KILHAPA�PDA��D����SEPDEJ�PDAEN�=HHKPPA@�UA=NO�KB�

�BQJ@EJC��
 ● ��DANA�EO�=J�AECDP�UA=N�PEIA�HEIEP�BKN�?KILHAPEJC�PDA��D������PQ@AJPO�SDK�I=U�JAA@�

�IKNA�PEIA�ODKQH@�?KJOQHP�SEPD�PDA��ENA?PKN�KB�
N=@Q=PA��PQ@EAO��

 Advisement 
 ● ��=?D��D����OPQ@AJP�SEHH�>A�=OOECJA@�KN�I=U�?DKKOA�=�B=?QHPU�IAI>AN�=O�=J��?=@AIE?�

��@REOKN��
 ● ��J?A�=�@EOOANP=PEKJ�OQLANREOKN�EO�?DKOAJ��PDA�@EOOANP=PEKJ�OQLANREOKN�OD=HH�OANRA�=O�

�PDA�=?=@AIE?�=@REOKN��
 ● ��PQ@AJPO�=NA�AJ?KQN=CA@�PK�>A�LNK=?PERA���DAU�ODKQH@�>A�EJ�PKQ?D�SEPD�PDAEN�

��?=@AIE?��@REOKN�A=NHU�=J@�KBPAJ��
 ● ��AA�PDA�OQLLHAIAJP=H�@K?QIAJP���D�����NKCN=I�
N=@Q=PA��@REOEJC�
QE@AHEJAO��BKN�

�BQNPDAN�EJBKNI=PEKJ��

 Requirements for the degree 
 ● �¿Ã�?NA@EPO�KB�?KQNOASKNG� KN��EB�=�OPQ@AJP�AJPANO�SEPD�=J������EJ�LDEHKOKLDU�BNKI�

�=JKPDAN�EJOPEPQPEKJ��¾»�?NA@EPO�KB�?KQNOASKNG¡�
 ● ��NKBE?EAJ?U�EJ�PSK�BKNAECJ�H=JCQ=CAO�
 ● ��NKBE?EAJ?U�EJ�HKCE?�
 ● ��=OOEJC�PDA��NAHEIEJ=NU��K?PKN=H��KILNADAJOERA��T=I�
 ● ��=OOEJC��KN��=OOEJC�SEPD��EOPEJ?PEKJ��PDA��K?PKN=H��KILNADAJOERA��T=I�
 ● ��KILHAPEKJ�=J@�KN=H�@ABAJOA�KB�PDA�@EOOANP=PEKJ��
 ● ��=NPE?EL=PEKJ�EJ�PDA��NKBAOOEKJ=H��ARAHKLIAJP��QNNE?QHQI�
 ● ��JU�OPQ@AJP�SDK�I=U�NA?AERA���������BQJ@EJC�IQOP�=HOK�?KILHAPA�PDA�����

�LNKCN

mailto:erin.sibley@bc.edu


�PK�PDA�LNKCN



 Preliminary Comprehensive Exam 
 ● ��D����OPQ@AJPO�P=GA�PDA��NAHEIEJ=NU��KILNADAJOERA��T=IEJ=PEKJ�=P�PDA�AJ@�KB�PDAEN�

�BENOP�UA=N�EJ�PDA�LNKCN=I��
 ● ��DA�LQNLKOA�KB�PDEO�KN=H�AT=IEJ=PEKJ�EO�PK�AR=HQ=PA�PDA�OPQ@AJPO��?KILAPAJ?A�KJ�PDA�

�I=PANE=HO�PDAU�SEHH�PA=?D�EJ�PDAEN��DEHKOKLDU�KB�PDA��ANOKJ�?H=OO����O�=�?KJOAMQAJ?A��
�PDA�AT=I�EO�>=OA@�KJ�PDA�OUHH=>QO�PDA�OPQ@AJPO�LNAL=NA�EJ�PDA�PA=?DEJC�OAIEJ=N�=J@



�PAJQNA@�KN�PAJQNA�PN=?G�IAI>AN�KB�PDA�@AL=NPIAJP�� ½¡��DA�OA?KJ@�NA=@AN��SDK�D=O�



��NEPEJC��AIEJ=N�=HOK�?KRANO�PKLE?O�NAH=PA@�PK�NAOA=N?D�IAPDK@O��LQ>HEODEJC�LKHE?EAO�
�=J@�LN=?PE?AO��=J@�=?=@AIE?�EJPACNEPU��

 ● ��PQ@AJPO�EJ�PDAEN�BKQNPD�UA=N�=NA�NAMQENA@�PK�L=NPE?EL=PA�EJ�PDA��NKBAOOEKJ=H�
��ARAHKLIAJP��KNGODKL��SDE?D�LNAL=NAO�OPQ@AJPO�BKN�PDA�=?=@AIE?�FK>�I=NGAP��

 Assistantships and Fellowships 
 ● ��J�PDAEN�BENOP�UA=N��@K?PKN=H�OPQ@AJPO�SKNG�=O��AOA=N?D��OOEOP=JPO�=J@��A=?DEJC�

��OOEOP=JPO�PK�A=NJ�=�OPELAJ@����AA�PDA�OQLLHAIAJP=H�@K?QIAJPO���AOA=N?D��OOEOP=JP�
�
QE@AHEJAO��=J@���A=?DEJC��OOEOP=JP�
QE@AHEJAO��BKN�IKNA�EJBKNI=PEKJ��

 ● ��BPAN�PDAEN�BENOP�UA=N��@K?P



 ● ��LKJ�?KILHAPEKJ�KB�PDA�NAREAS��OPQ@AJPO�SEHH�NA?AERA�AEPDAN�=�NALKNP�KB��=PEOB=?PKNU�
�KN��JO=PEOB=?PKNU�LNKCNAOO����J�PDA�H=PPAN�?=OA��NA=OKJO�BKN�PDA�I=NG�KB��JO=PEOB=?PKNU�
�OD=HH�>A�?KIIQJE?=PA@��

 ● ��JU�OPQ@AJP�EJ�QJO=PEOB=?P



 Ph.D. Student Advising Guidel

ii i



 ●  Become familiar with the program requirements and milestones, and with 
 departmental and university regulations and policies. 

 ●  Request in due time an advisor (for the doctoral students: look in due time for a 
 qualifying paper supervisor and a dissertation supervisor). 

 ●  Contact their advisors as soon as they know them, and keep in touch regularly for 
 the whole time of the advising relationship. 

 ●  Expect an answer only within work days and hours. 
 ●  Attend the schedule of meetings established at the beginning of the semester, and 

 discuss progress and objectives with the advisor regularly. 
 ●



 ●  Check whether the advisee is aware of the university and departmental regulations 
 and policies, regarding such topics as degree requirements, academic integrity, 
 teaching responsibilities when applicable. 

 ●  Pay special attention to international students, who have stringent time limits 
 



 o  Mentor the advisee regarding the best practices in all aspects of the 
 profession (from responding to emails to academic mores to standards in 
 research and publication). 

 o  Explain to the advisee how to build a career plan. 
 o  Provide advice when the student has teaching responsibilities and visit 

 her/him in class in coordination with the teaching seminar coordinator. 
 o  Evaluate the advisee’s progress in the student’s annual report. 

 Specific Responsibilities of Dissertation S



 ●  If the advisee is awa



http://www.bc.edu/oiss
mailto:sheasc@bc.edu


 Full-time study requirement 
 ●  Students on student visas are required t



 ●  If a student is open to receiving psychological help, direct the student to University

mailto:caroline.davis.2@bc.edu
mailto:TitleIXCoordinator@bc.edu


 o  to seek amendment to those records and in certain cases append a statement 
 to the record. 

 o  to withhold the disclosure of a student’s educational records except for 
 situations involving legitimate educational interest or as may be required by 
 law. 

 o  to file a complaint with the FERPA Office in Washington. 
 ●  A full presentation of FERPA may be found online. 
 ●  A University employee has a legitimate educational interest in access to information 

 when that information is appropriate for use in connection with performing a task 
 that is related to the student’s education (which is your case). 

 ●  Responsibilities under FERPA: 
 o  As a general principle, you may not disclose student information in oral, 

 written, or electronic form to anyone except BC staff and faculty who need 
 the information to perform their university functions and have a legitimate 
 educational interest. 

 o  You have a legal responsibility to protect the privacy of the student 
 educational records in y



 Preliminary Doctoral Comprehensive Exam 

 Ph.D. students take the Preliminary Comprehensive Examination at the end of their first 
 year in the program.  The purpose of this oral examination is to check the students’ 
 competence on the materials they will teach in their Philosophy of the Person class. 
 Accordingly, the exam is based on the syllabus the students prepare in the teaching seminar. 
 On the gr



 ●  Friedrich Nietzsche, (1) �
AJA=HKCU�KB��KN=HO� or (2) ��AUKJ@�
KK@�=J@��REH�
 ●  William James,  (1) ��N=CI=PEOI� or (2) ��DA��EHH�PK��AHEARA�� Chs.  1–3, 5, 6 or 

 (3)  ��NEJ?ELHAO�KB��OU?DKHKCU�  Chs. 4, 6, 9, 10, 15,  19, and 24. 
 ●  Charles Sanders Peirce, (1) ��HHQOPN=PEKJO�KB�PDA��KCE?��KB��?EAJ?A�� or (2)  ��N=CI=PEOI�=O�

�=��NEJ?ELHA�=J@��APDK@�KB��ECDP��DEJGEJC�� (aka Harvard  Lectures on Pragmatism, 
 1903) 

 ●  Sigmund Freud, (1) ��DA�	QPQNA�KB�=J��HHQOEKJ� or (2) ��EREHEV=PEKJ�=J@��PO��EO?KJPAJP�
 ●  Edmund Husserl, (1) ��=NPAOE=J��A@EP=PEKJO� or (2) ��DA���NEOEO�KB��QNKLA=J��?EAJ?AO�=J@�

��N=JO?AJ@AJP=H��DEHKOKLDU�
 ●  Henri Bergson (1) ��EIA�=J@�	NAA��EHH� or (2) ��DA��SK���KQN?AO�KB��KN=HEPU�=J@��AHECEKJ�
 ●  Edith Stein, ��DA��NK>HAI�KB��IL=PDU�
 ●  Alfred North Whitehead, ��NK?AOO�=J@��A=HEPU�
 ●  Maurice Blondel, ��?PEKJ�
 ●  Albert Camus, ��DA��UPD�KB��EOULDQO�
 ●  Martin Heidegger, (1) ��AEJC�=J@��EIA� (Intro., Part  1, Division 1) or (2) ��=OE?��NEPEJCO�

�BNKI� Being and Time � ¼Ä½Â¡��PK� The Task of Thinking � ¼ÄÁ¿¡� , ed. D.F. Krell (revised 
 and expanded ed., 1993) 

 ●  Maurice Mer



���ERANOEP





 Ph.D. Qualifying Paper 

 Nature, Committee Composition, Length, and Format 
 ●  The Qualifying Paper (QP) is a research paper in addition to any paper written for 

 coursework, althoug



 textual criticism, and so on).  Nevertheless, a Qualifying Paper should have the 
 f





 ●  An indication of why the question or problem needs the concentrated attention that 
 goes into a dissertation.  This answers the questions "What's so difficult about that?" 
 and "Isn't the answer obvious?" 

 ●  An account of the state of discussion and literature on the question or problem to 
 date, telling how much or how little has been said or written on the question or 
 problem, sketching the main positions that have been taken, outlining the grounds 
 on which these positions are based, and indicating why and how it is appropriate to 
 contribute something further (the dissertation) to the discussion and the literature. 
 This answers the question "Hasn't that been done already?" and addresses the 
 possible reaction "Oh, No, not another dissertation on...." 

 ●  



 questions and answers, between data and interpretations of data, between data and 
 assumptions.  The above suggestions are, of course, no substitute for the most important 
 activity in the formulation of a dissertation proposal: discussion with one's supervisor. 



 Research Assistant Guidelines 

��=?D�BENOP�UA=N��D����OPQ@AJP�SEHH�OANRA�=O�=��AOA=N?D��OOEOP=JP� ��¡����DA�OPQ@AJP�OD=HH�
�SKNG�BKN�JK�IKNA�PD=J�¼¿�DKQNO�LAN�SAAG�EJ�PDEO�?=L=?EPU����D=P�PEIA�OD=HH�>A�@ERE@A@�
�=IKJC�PSK��=J@�JK�IKNA�PD=J�PSK��B=?QHPU�IAI>ANO��

 Assignments of RAs 
 ● ���O�OD=HH�>A�=OOECJA@�PK�PAJQNA@�KN�PAJQNA�PN=?G�B=?QHPU�IAI>ANO��BENOP��PK�PDA��D=EN��

��OOEOP=JP��D=EN���
���=J@������=J@�PDAJ�>=OA@�KJ�PDA�N=JG�KB�PDA�B=?QHPU�IAI>AN�=J@�
�PDA�J=PQNA�KB�PDA�SKNG�PK�>A�=OOECJA@���	QHH�LNKBAOOKNO�SDK�D=RA�NAOA=N?D�EJPAJOERA�
�LNKFA?PO�OD=HH�NA?AERA�LNABANAJ?A��BKHHKSA@�>U�=OOK?E=PA�LNKBAOOKNO�SDK�D=RA�
�NAOA=N?D�EJPAJOERA�LNKFA?PO��=J@�BEJ=HHU�=OOEOP=JP�LNKBAOOKNO�SDK�D=RA�
�NAOA=N?D�EJPAJOERA�LNKFA?PO��

 The Role of an RA 

��DA�NKHA�KB����EO�?D=N=?PANEVA@�>KPD�LKOEPERAHU�=J@�JAC=PERAHU��
 ●  Positively: 

�K� ���O�=NA�NAOA=N?D�=OOEOP=JPO��=J@�=O�OQ?D�P=OGO�=OOECJA@�PK�PDAI�ODKQH@�>A�
�NAHAR=JP�PK�NAOA=N?D�LNKFA?PO��

�K� ��Q?D�P=OGO�ODKQH@�EILNKRA�PDA���O��NAOA=N?D�NAH=PA@�OGEHHO�KN�N=EOA�PDAEN�
�=S=NAJAOO�KB�PDA�?KJPAILKN=NU�OP=PA�KB�PDA�LNKBAOOEKJ����T=ILHAO�KB�OQ?D�
�P=OGO�IECDP�>A� =¡�LNKKBNA=@EJC�=NPE?HAO�KN�LNAOAJP=PEKJO�� >¡�EJ@ATEJC�=�>KKG��
� ?¡�BKNI=PPEJC�=�>KKG�KN�=J�=NPE?HA�� @¡�BEJ@EJC�=NPE?HAO�=J@�>KKGO�KJ�=�PDAIA��
� A¡�>QEH@EJC�=�>E>HEKCN=LDU�� B¡�NA=@EJC�=NPE?HAO�KN�>KKGO�=J@�NALKNPEJC�KJ�
�PDAEN�?KJPAJPO�� C¡�>QEH@EJC�=�@=P=>=OA�KB�LDEHKOKLDANO�SDK�SKNG�EJ�=J�=NA=��
� D¡�>QEH@EJC�=�@=P=>=OA�KB�PANIO�=J@�@ABEJEPEKJO�EJ�=�?KNLQO�KB�SNEPEJCO�� E¡�
�KNC=JEVEJC��KN�=OOEOPEJC�SEPD�PDA�KNC=JEV=PEKJ�KB��=�?KJBANAJ?A�� F¡�KNC=JEVEJC�



�@NEREJC�LNKBAOOKNO�PK�PDA�=ENLKNP� PDKQCD���O�IECDP�@NERA�?KJBANAJ?A�
�OLA=GANO�PK�=J@�BNKI�PDA�=ENLKNP¡�



 Teaching Assistant Guidelines 

 Preparing the PhD students to t



 (g) leading a review session prior to an exam, (h) developing or revising 
 handouts or powerpoints, which the students may use in their own courses, 
 and (i) reading material about best practices in teaching. 

 ●  Negatively: 
 o  TAs are neither resear



 ●  TAs are required to complete the (a) seminar requirement, (b) classroom 
 observation requirement, and (c) teaching portfolio: sample syllabus requirement of 
 the  Apprenticeship in College Teaching  certificate  program through the Center for 
 Teaching Excellence.  By the third year in the PhD program, PhD students are 
 required to complete the entire certification program.  Time spent in the CTE 
 program shall not count toward the weekl

/content/bc-web/academics/sites/center-for-teaching-excellence/programs-events/graduate-student-programs/Apprenticeship-In-College-Teaching.html


 Philosophy Department Teaching Pol

��

mailto:TitleIXCoordinator@bc.edu
mailto:student.support@bc.edu
mailto:caroline.davis.2@bc.edu


 Discriminatory Harassment Policy 

 As a University dedicated to fostering the dignity of each person, Boston College strives to 
 pr

mailto:TitleIXCoordinator@bc.edu


 Prohibition of Consensual Relationships betw



 ●  to see the records that the institution is keeping on the student. 
 ●  to seek amendment to those records and in certain cases append a statement to the 

 record. 
 ●  to withhold the disclosure of a student’s educational records except for situations 

 involving legitimate educational interest or as may be required by law to file a 
 complaint with the FERPA Office in Washington. 

 ●  For a full description of FERPA please contact the Office of Student Services 

 Your Responsibilities Under FERPA 
 ●  You may not disclose personally identifiable information from educational records 

 to persons other than the student in question and a University official who has a 
 legitimate educational interest.  A University official has a legitimate educational 
 interest in access to information when that information is appropriate for use in 
 connection with: performing a task that is related to the student’s education; 
 providing a service or benefit relating to the student or student’s family, such as 
 housing, health care, counseling, job placement, or financial aid; performing a task 
 related to the discipline of a student; maintaining the safety and security of the 



 ●  Notification lett

mailto:disabsrv@bc.edu
http://libguides.bc.edu/accessibility


 ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE DOCTORAL STUDENTS’ PROGRESS 

 ACADEMIC YEAR 20__–20__ 

 To be returned by May 1, 20__ 

 N  AME  : 

 Y  EAR  YOU  ENTERED  THE  PROGRAM  :  T  OTAL  NUMBER  OF  FUNDED  YEARS  : 

 I. – COURSES  (  If you have not yet completed the coursework  requirements, please list the 
 courses you have taken, from your first year in the program to this year, following the model 
 given below; when you have satisfied the logic and the languages requirement, please also report 
 it. If you are all done and have passed the doctoral comps, no need to report anything, delete the 
 example and just  write “Comps passed in …”  .  ) 

��H[DPSOH��
 2018-2019 
 Title of the course: 
 Grade: 
 2019-2020: 
 Title of the course: 
 Grade: 

 etc. 

 II. – RESEARCH ACTIVITY 
 1. Progress toward doctoral comps, or dissertation progress  : 

 2. Participation to conferences or workshops, talks, papers published or submitted for 
 publication, etc. (please be specific): 

 III. – DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITY  (  Attendance at lectures  in the department, help with 
 organizing conferences, service to the graduate students association, and all the ways in which 
 you contributed to the life of the department  ) 

 IV. – EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES  (  Anythin  g  that has  contributed to your education 
 and professional training  ) 

 V



 



 Boston College 
 Philosophy Department 

�
N=@Q=PA��NKCN=I��=JCQ=CA��AMQENAIAJP�	KNI�

��=IA� : �� ��=CHA���� : ��

 Please select one of the following options to document your required language proficiency.  A transcript is 
 required for options 1 or 2. Please send this form to the Graduate Program Assistant 

 1. �¦�KHHACA�HARAH�H=JCQ=CA�?KQNOASKNG�?KILHAPA@� . Satisfied  by receiving a grade of B or higher in 2 
 semesters of a language class at the beginner level or one semester at the intermediate level. 

��
 Language course(s) and level 

 2. �¦�=PERA�H=JCQ=CA� KPDAN�PD=J��JCHEOD¡�LNKBE?EAJ?U� (approval contingent upon documentation 
 that the student has formally studied in this language at high school level or higher). 

��
 Language studied 

 3. �¦¦�AL=NPIAJP�=@IEJEOPANA@�H=JCQ=CA�AT=I O¡��KN���	���A

 

�

:
�

 Language�udied











 PhD DISSERTATION DEFENSE PREPARATION (Form A) 

 Name  : _________________________________________  Date  :  _____________________ 

 A. Approval of the Composition of the Defense Committee 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 



 PhD DISSERTATION DEFENSE PREPARATION (Form B) 

 Name  : ___________________________________________  Date  : _____________________ 

 B.  Submission of the Dissertation to the Department 

 1. Approval of the dissertation by the first and second readers: 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 R  eader 1 Signature  Date 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Reader 2 Signature  Date 

 1.  Date of the defense: 

 _  _______________________________________________________________ 
 (Must be a minimum of 30 days after submission of Dissertation to the department) 

 3. Submission to the Department: 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Signature of the Graduate Program Assistant  Date 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Signature of the Graduate Program Director   Date




