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M.A. Program Graduate Advising Guidelines

Closely mentoring the graduate students is an essential factor of their successful progress
through the M.A. program. This document presents





● Motivate the student.
● Check on the student’s general well-being.
● Alert the Gr

http://www.bc.edu/oiss
mailto:sheasc@bc.edu


determined to be the normal length of study by the department and the GSAS Dean’s Office.
This is how long students may remain in the U.S. to finish their degree in most cases.

● M.A. Degree: Two Years, from August of the first year to May of the following
academic year, including the Comprehensive Exam or Qualifying Paper. M.A.
students are generally expected to take 5 courses each year for a total of 10 courses.
They will therefore have two semesters with only 6 credits (see full-time
requirement, below).

● Ph.D.: between 5 years and 8 years.
● Note: Immigration extensions cannot be given for incompletes or failures. It is

important that students and their advisors take action on any failure or incomplete
prior

a

b



● Students are allowed to be less than full-time in their last semester if they are taking
their last required class to finish. No documentation is needed.

Additional Resources for Advisors

Student Distress
● If you have concerns regarding the psychological or physical well-being of a student,

contact the Student Outreach and

mailto:caroline.davis.2@bc.edu
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