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The Corcoran Center for Real Estate and Urban Action is an academic center fo-
cused on advancing real estate education while ensuring that students emerge 
with a principled understanding of the impact that real estate decisions have on 
people, communities, and cities.  

The Corcoran Center has developed a strong connection with the neighborhood 
of Mattapan and has strived to develop the infrastructure that supports commu-
nity-engaged learning for partners across the University. A number of the priority 
needs of the neighborhood of Mattapan include housing and service to the immi-
grant population, of which a large portion originated from the Caribbean. 

The following study highlights trends and characteristics of the Caribbean pop-
ulation in the Boston region, including the geographic clustering of populations, 
some of the economic challenges, and the successes of the Caribbean population. 

When we were invited to work with Caribbean Integration Community Develop-
ment (CICD) on this project, we were pleased to be able to support and advance 
the interests of an organization with priorities so closely aligned with the Boston 
neighborhoods in which we have recently developed collaborative relationships.

Research outlined here was initiated and undertaken as part of a course called 
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Methodology

This research was conducted in 2019 and depends predomi-
nantly on American Community Survey (2017) five-year data. 

Various findings were calculated by the Corcoran Center in QGIS 
using this data. In any place where the data departs from the 
American Community Survey, a source is indicated.

Key Terms

Caribbean is a designation by the Census Bureau which encompasses the following 
countries: Antigua & Barbuda, Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Re-
public, Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, Netherlands Antilles, St. Kitts-Nevis, St. Lucia, St. 
Vincent & the Grenadines, and Trinidad & Tobago, among various others.

Metro Boston
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55,212



Our study area included the cities of Boston, 
Everett, Randolph, and Brockton - four 
municipalities with large Caribbean populations. This map 
shows every Census tract in those cities by the percentage 
of its population that are immigrants from the Caribbean.

Caribbean immigrants constitute a large and growing 
segment of Boston’s population. Estimates from the 2017 
American Community Survey place the Caribbean popula-
tion of the City of Boston at 55,212 individuals, which makes 
up 8.25% of the total population of the city.
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“An immigrant must find their community ... like a restaurant that makes 
the food my mother used to make. Once you find that place, from there 
you find other things … you find flyers, events that are happening, or you 
hear gossip, you get magazines ... and products or stuff like that that are 
sold. So, in addition to being restaurants, they are cultural institutions for 
the community that is away from home.” -Dorchester Resident

“It’s important to recognize that Caribbean people in America are not a 
monolith ... we don’t all just come from one island. And that policy should 
reflect that diversity in folks....” -Anonymous Resident



The wider metro has 155,031 Caribbean immigrants. This is 
the third largest Caribbean population of any metro in 
the country, placing Boston just behind New York and Miami. 
At 17.9% of Metro Boston’s total immigrant population, Carib-
beans represent nearly 1 in 5 immigrants to our region. They 
also represent almost half of the region’s immigrants from 
Latin America.

The Caribbean population of the United States began to 
grow rapidly in the 1980s and 1990s, and has maintained high 
growth rates ever since. As Figure 1.2 shows, the U.S. Caribbean 
population grew by 1.7 million between 1980 and 2000, more 
than doubling in just 20 years. As a result, much of Boston’s 
Caribbean population has been in the U.S. since before 2000.
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Almost three-quarters of Boston’s Caribbean immigrants 
hail originally from the Dominican Republic and 
Haiti







The labor force participation rate (LFPR) refers to the percent-
age of the population that is either employed or actively seek-
ing work. The Caribbean LFPR is as high or higher than the 
overall population’s LFPR. This indicates that Caribbeans are 
more likely to seek employment than their non-immigrant 
counterparts in Boston.
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Caribbeans participate in the labor 
force at above-average rates...

“Those [in the Haitian community] who are low to moderate income strive 
to be middle income; middle income striving to be upper-middle income 
or upper-class. They are very entrepreneurial ... and they adapt.”
-Brockton Resident



...but often have much higher 
unemployment rates.

Despite this, Caribbean unemployment rates are higher than un-
employment rates for the overall population and for other immi-
grants. Figure 2.3 shows these discrepancies, which, with the ex-
ception of Brockton, are consistent across the entire study area.



The Caribbean unemployment rate 
is falling, but is still higher than 
average.

Caribbeans have recently seen a steep decline in unem-
ployment, dropping nearly three percentage points while 
the overall unemployment rate fell b



Household income varies greatly.
Financial status relative to the rest of the population is varied. Carib-

beans in Everett bring home considerably more than the overall me-

dian for their city, while Caribbeans in Boston only earn slightly more 

than half the median for theirs. In Brockton, the difference is very 

slight.

Figure 2.5 shows median household incomes for Caribbean immi-

grants, all immigrants, and the overall population across our study 

area, and provides the same data for the entire U.S. for reference.
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Caribbean immigrants have higher rates of poverty than the 
rest of the population. Figure 2.6 shows the percent of the popu-
lation below the poverty level. 

The Caribbean poverty rate is higher than average for the entire 
study area except Brockton. Caribbean poverty rates in Boston 
and Everett are slightly higher than the overall poverty rate. 

For Metro Boston, the percent of the Caribbean population be-
low the poverty line is a full 10 percentage points higher than 
the overall rate.
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Boston’s Caribbean poverty rates are 
high.
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Caribbean immigrants rely on SNAP 
benefits at high rates.



Caribbeans are more likely to rent their 
homes.

Caribbean immigrants are in all cases more likely to rent than the 

overall population; with the exception of Brockton, they tend to rent 

at higher rates than other immigrants too. The difference is most 

stark when looking at the numbers for the metro as a whole, where 

68% of Caribbeans rent while only 38% of the overall population 

does. In no municipality does the percentage of Caribbeans that 

rent fall below 50% of the Caribbean population, meaning that rent-

ing is standard for Caribbean populations across the metro.
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Housing
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!is map shows xyz.



Boston’s Caribbean population is harshly and directly affected 
by the housing crisis. More than half of Caribbean renters in our 
study area are classified as 
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Caribbean immigrants are less 
likely to have graduated from college.
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This report displays and examines the status of Boston’s Caribbean im
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Sources
The American Community Survey data tables used in this report are as 
follows:

U.S. Census Bureau; American Community Survey, 2017 5-year estimates, Ta-
ble S0501; generated by Colin Cross; using American FactFinder
U.S. Census Bureau; American Community Survey, 2017 5-year estimates, Ta-
ble S0506; generated by Colin Cross; using American FactFinder
U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2017 5-year estimes, Table 
B05006
U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2017 5-year estimates, Ta-
ble S0601
U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2017 5-year estimates

Other sources include:

Campbell J. Gibson and Emily Lennon, “Historical Census Statistics on the For-
eign-Born Population of the United States: 1850-2000” (Working Paper no. 81, 
U.S. Census Bureau, Washington, DC, February 2006)
-The Philanthropic Initiative and Boston Indicators, “Enduring Ties: The Hu-
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Caribbean Integration Community Development 
(CICD) is a housing and community development 

organization that creates and maintains affordable 
housing in areas of Boston where large numbers of 

people of Caribbean descent reside.

We leverage real estate development in struggling 
communities to build healthy neighborhoods and 

broaden access to economic opportunities.

The Joseph E. Corcoran Center for Real Estate and Ur-
ban Action leverages a multidisciplinary approach to 
cultivate discussions and develop actions that foster 

community transformation.  

In accordance with the mission of Boston College, 
The Corcoran Center aims to develop the next gener-
ation of ethical real estate professionals by educating 
and inspiring students, alumni, and other key stake-
holders so they may harness real estate as a catalyst 
for needed change in areas where the marginaliza-
tion of vulnerable citizens is most severe, and enact 
broad-scope solutions to neighborhoods of concen-

trated poverty.


