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2016 - Present International Research Associate (non-resident). Centre for Assessment 
Research, Policy and Practice in Education (CARPE). Dublin City University, 
Ireland. 

9/04 – 5/06 Senior Researcher and Evaluator, K-12 Outreach Center, Graduate School 
of Education, University of Massachusetts, Lowell. 

9/02 – 8/04 Assistant Research Professor, Boston College – Lynch School of Education. 
Center for the Study of Testing, Evaluation, and Educational Policy 
(CSTEEP). 

6/01-8/02 Senior Research Associate, Boston College – Lynch School of Education. 
Center for the Study of Testing, Evaluation, and Educational Policy 
(CSTEEP). 

9/97-5/01 Graduate Assistant, Boston College – Lynch School of Education. Center for 
the Study of Testing, Evaluation, and Educational Policy (CSTEEP). 

 
BOOKS   

O’Dwyer, L.M., & Bernauer, J.A. (2014). Quantitative research for the qualitative researcher. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

 
PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS   

* Indicates a student co-author † Indicates a publication funded through a grant 

Peer-reviewed Journal Articles 

Paolucci, C., Ríordáin, M.N., & O’Dwyer, L. (2021). A Critical Examination Of The Impacts 
And Lessons Learned From A Professional Development Program For Out-of-Field 
Mathematics Teachers. European Journal of Mathematics and Science Education, 6(1), 
47-62. https://doi.org/10.12973/ejmse.2.1.47 

Robert G. Hasson III, Scott D. Easton, Antonia Díaz-Valdés Iriarte, Laura M. O’Dwyer, Dawnya 
Underwood & Thomas M. Crea (2021) Examining the Psychometric Properties of the 
Child PTSD Symptom Scale Within a Sample of Unaccompanied Immigrant Children in 
the United States, Journal of Loss and Trauma, 26, 4, 323-335, DOI: 
10.1080/15325024.2020.1777760 

Beecher, C., Greene, R., O’Dwyer, L. et al. (2021). Measuring women's experiences of maternity 
care: A systematic review of self-report survey instruments. Women and Birth. 34, 3, 231-
241, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wombi.2020.05.002. 

Beecher, C., Greene, R., O’Dwyer, L. et al. (2020) Measuring women’s experiences of maternity 
care: protocol for a systematic review of self-report survey instruments. Systematic 
Reviews 9, 4. https://doi.org/10.1186/s13643-019-1261-8. 

O’Dwyer, L. & Paolucci, C. (2019). Challenges in practice: A critical examination of efforts to 
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Russell, M., Ludlow, L., & O’Dwyer, L.M. (2019). Preparing the Next Generation of 
Educational Measurement Specialists: A Call for Programs with an Integrated Scope 
and Sequence. Educational Measurement: Issues and Practice. Winter 2019, 38(4), 
78–86. doi.org/10.1111/emip.12285 

Shields,* K.A., & O’Dwyer, L.M. (2017). Remedial education and completing college: 
Exploring differences by credential and institutional level. The Journal of Higher 
Education. 88(1), 85-109. 

Ni Riordain, M., Paolucci, C, & O’Dwyer, L.M. (2017). An examination of the mathematical 
knowledge of out-of-field teachers. Teaching and Teacher Education: An International 
Journal of Research and Studies. 64, 162-174. doi: 10.1016/j.tate.2017.02.001. † 

O’Dwyer, L.M., Wang,* Y., & Shields,* K.A. (2015). Teaching for conceptual understanding: 
A cross-national comparison of the relationship between teachers’ instructional practices 
and student achievement in mathematics. Large Scale Assessment. 3(1). doi: 
10.1186/s40536-014-0011-6. 

Dulaney,* A., Vasilyeva, M., & O’Dwyer, L.M. (2015). Individual differences in cognitive 
resources and elementary school mathematics achievement: Examining the roles of 
storage and attention. Learning and Individual Differences, 37, 55-63. 

Burdo, J., & O’Dwyer, L.M. (2015). The effectiveness of concept mapping and retrieval 
practice as learning strategies in an undergraduate physiology course. Advances in 
Physiology Education, 39
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O’Dwyer, L.M., Russell, M., & Bebell, D. (2005). Identifying teacher, school and district 
characteristics associated with middle and high school teachers’ use of technology: A 
multilevel perspective. Journal of Educational Computing Research, 33(4), 369-393. † 

O’Dwyer, L.M. (2005). Examining the variability of mathematics performance and its 
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O’Dwyer, L.M. (2002). Extending the application of multilevel modeling to data from the 
Third International Mathematics and Science Study. In D.F. Robitaille & A.E. Beaton 
(Eds.), Secondary Analysis of the v. ܀D 
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Russell, M., O’Dwyer, L.M., Bebell, D., & Miranda, H. (2003). Technical report for the 
USEIT study. Boston, MA: Technology and Assessment Study Collaborative, Boston 
College. † 

Russell, M., O’Brien, E., Bebell, D., & O’Dwyer, L.M. (2003). Students’ beliefs, access, and 
use of computers in school and at home. Boston, MA: Technology and Assessment Study 
Collaborative, Boston College. † 

Russell, M., Bebell, D., O’Dwyer, L.M., & O’Connor, K. (2003). Teachers’ beliefs about and 
use of technology: Enhancing the use of technology for new and veteran teachers. 
Boston, MA: Technology and Assessment Study Collaborative, Boston College. † 

 
AWARDS & PROFESSIONAL HONORS 

 

* Indicates a student co-author † Indicates a publication funded through a grant 

2019 Outstanding Poster Award. International Meeting of the Psychometric Society. 
Multiple-group propensity score inverse weights truncation: Impact in bias 
reduction. Diego Luna-Bazaldua, National Autonomous University of 
Mexico, Mexico and Laura M. O’Dwyer, Boston College. 

2015 Recipient of the AERA 2014 Learning Environments SIG/Springer Award for 
the best journal article (with Shelagh Peoples,* Yang Wang,* Jessica Brown,* 
and Dr. Camelia Rosca) † 

2014 Recipient of the Outstanding Research Award from Division E, Counseling 
and Human Development, of the American Education Research Association 
(AERA) (with Dr. Paul Poteat and Ethan Mereish*). 

5/12 Recipient of Teaching with New Media Award from Boston College’s 
Instructional Design and eTeaching Services. 

5/08 – 6/09 Recipient of Teaching Advising and Mentoring (TAM) grant (with Drs. Karen 
Arnold, Eric Dearing, and Patrick McQuillan). Award amount: $15,000. 

6/08 Recipient of Teaching with New Media Award from Boston College’s 
Instructional Design and eTeaching Services.  

10/02 Recipient of Bruce H. Choppin Memorial Award presented by the 
International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement 
(IEA) for outstanding dissertation research that contributed to the field of 
educational research and measurement. † 

4/01 Recipient of Outstanding Graduate Student Award presented by the Lynch 
School of Education at Boston College for seminal dissertation research, 
scholarly achievement and contribution to the Boston College community. 

9/97 – 6/00 Recipient of University Academic Planning Council “Spires of Excellence” 
Fellowship, at Boston College to support doctoral work that could contribute 
to scholarship through joint research and writing with a mentor in the field. 

9/92 – 12/94 Recipient of Eolas Fellowship presented by the Irish National Science 
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INVITED LECTURES/PRESENTATIONS   

O’Dwyer, L.M., (2020). Adapting Your DRK-12 Research Amid the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
Webinar hosted by the National Science Foundation.  

O’Dwyer, L.M., (2017). Using Data to Inform Policy Development and Sustainability. Tenth 
Nelson Chair: Networking Community-based Programs. Boston College.  

O’Dwyer, L.M., (2015). Preparing researchers 2.0, Meeting in the Middle: Preparing 
Researchers and Practitioners to Engage in Collaborative Research Webinar, Regional 
Education Laboratory, Northeast and Islands, EDC. 

O’Dwyer, L.M. (2014). Exploring Performance in Education Internationally: Where the Data 
Come From and Why it Matters. Center for the Study of Testing, Evaluation, and 
Educational Policy (CSTEEP) Lecture Series, September 2014. 

O’Dwyer, L.M. (2013). Exploring research and data collection methods to measure teachers’ 
participation and learning in new, online learning environments. NSF-Funded Digital 
Learning and Collaboration Research Conference: Which Digital Design Constructs Can 
Best Help Teachers Meet National Standards Expectations? Northwestern University, 
Evanston, Illinois. 

O’Dwyer, L.M., (2013). TIMSS and PIRLS 2011 Effective Schools Analyses, TIMSS and PIRLS 
9th National Research Council Meeting, Hamburg, Germany. 

O’Dwyer, L.M., (2013). Surveys as measurement tools, National University of Ireland Galway. 

O’Dwyer, L.M., (2013). Best practices in survey construction, Clare-Limerick Educational 
Research Conference, Ireland. 

O’Dwyer, L.M., (2013). Informing policy and practice: International comparative studies, 
National University of Ireland Galway. 

O’Dwyer, L.M., (2013). The role of randomized experiments in education, National University 
of Ireland Galway. 

O’Dwyer, L.M., (2013). Survey construction in the social sciences, Mary Immaculate College, 
Ireland. 

O’Dwyer, L.M., (2011). Using large-scale assessment data for guiding policy: Examining the 
student and school correlates of performance on Maine's high school assessment, North 
Carolina State University. 

O’Dwyer, L.M., (2010). Assessment and academic excellence in Catholic schools, Catholic 
Schools as Schools of Academic Excellence Conference, Boston College. 
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PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS  
* Indicates a student co-presenter 

Shim, C.D.*, Hubacz, H.M.*, Szendey, O.*, & O’Dwyer, L.M. (2021) Learning Through the 
Screen: Impact of Remote Learning on Higher Education Student Engagement. Poster 
presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, April 
2021. 

Luna-Bazaldua, D. & O'Dwyer, L.M. Multiple-group propensity score inverse weights truncation: 
Impact in bias reduction. Poster presented at the International Meeting of the Psychometric 
Society, July 2019, Chile.  

Lawson, J., O'Dwyer, L.M., Raczek, R.A., Walsh, M., Dearing, E., Foley, C., & Vuilleumier, C.E. 
Using School Admissions Lotteries to Measure Effects of an Integrated Student Support 
Model on Students' Academic Achievement. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
Society for Research on Educational Effectiveness, March 2019, Washington DC. 

O’Dwyer, L.M., Luna Bazaldua, D.A., Walsh, M., Dearing, E., Foley, C., & Raczek, A.E. 
Analyzing the mediating role of academic and thriving-related skills in the effect of City 
Connects on middle school academic achievement outcomes. Poster presented at the 
annual meeting of the Society for Research on Educational Effectiveness, March 2017, 
Washington DC.  

Luna Bazaldua, D.A., Walsh, M., Sibley, E., Lee St. John, T., Dearing, E., O’Dwyer, L.M., 
Raczek, A.E., & Foley, C. Analyzing the effect of City Connects on student achievement 
using a regression discontinuity design. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the 
Society for Research on Educational Effectiveness, March 2017, Washington DC. 

O’Dwyer, L.M. & Newton.* A.D. Propensity Score Analysis for Examining the Effects of a 
District-Level Intervention: A Model for School-University Partnerships. Paper presented 
at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, April 2016, 
Washington DC. 

Littenberg-Tobias,* J., & O’Dwyer, L.M. Using teacher judges to create subjectively weighted 
scales of instructional practice from teacher Survey Responses: A New Method for 
Creating Measures of Teachers’ Instructional Practices from Large-Scale Assessment 
Data. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association, April 2016, Washington DC. 

O’Dwyer, L.M., Lee St. John,* T., Raczek, A.E, & Walsh, M. Examining the role of early 
academic and non-cognitive skills as mediators of the effects of City Connects on middle 
school academic outcomes. 
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O’Dwyer, L.M. Domains of knowledge for principal leadership in serving English Learners. 
Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, 
April 2015, Chicago, Illinois. 

Spencer, D.B., Mercer Young, J., Reed, K., Mark, J., & O’Dwyer, L.M. The effect of district 
support for implementation of mathematics materials: A longitudinal analysis of fourth 
grade student outcomes. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational 
Research Association, April 2015, Chicago, Illinois. 

Shields,* K.A., & O’Dwyer, L.M. Remedial education at two-year colleges: A multinomial 
analysis of degree attainment outcomes. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 
Association for the Study of Higher Education (ASHE), November 2014, Washington, DC. 

Irwin, C., DeMeo-Cook,* K., & O’Dwyer, L.M. A collaborative process for developing surveys: 
New surveys of early educators. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Eastern 
Psychological Association, March 2014, Boston, Massachusetts. 

Shields,* K.A., & O’Dwyer, L.M. College completion and remedial education: Do institutional 
characteristics make a difference? Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association, April 2014, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

O’Dwyer, L.M., Wang,* Y., & Shields,* K. Teachers’ instructional practices and eighth-grade 
students’ mathematics achievement: Examining international patterns. Paper presented at 
the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, April 2012, 
Vancouver, Canada.  

O’Dwyer, L.M., Peoples,* S., Wang,* Y., & Shields,* K. Development and application of the 
Elementary School Science Classroom Environment Scale (ESSCES): Measuring student 
perceptions of constructivism within the science classroom. Roundtable presented at the 
annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, April 2012, Vancouver, 
Canada. 

O’Dwyer, L.M., Peoples,* S., Wang,* Y., & Shields,* K. Teaching younger students about 
evolution: Examining the evidence from a three-year study. Roundtable presented at the 
annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, April 2012, Vancouver, 
Canada. 

Peoples,* S., O’Dwyer, L.M., Shields,* K., & Wang,* Y. With hiccups and bumps: An innovative 
measure of elementary student understanding of the nature of scientific practices. Paper 
presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, April 
2012, Vancouver, Canada. 

DeMeo,* K.R., O’Dwyer, L.M., & Riordan, J. 
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O’Dwyer, L.M., Michelli, N., Asbell-Clarke, J., & Picciano, A. Online learning in American K- 
12 education: Should teacher educators be preparing future teachers for online learning? 
Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Association of Colleges of Teacher Education 
(AACTE), February 2008, New Orleans, LA. 

O’Dwyer, L.M., Russell, M., Tao,* W., & Bebell, D. How teachers’ uses of technology vary by 
tenure and longevity. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational 
Research Association, April 2007, Chicago, Ill. 

Bebell, D., O’Dwyer, L.M., Russell, M., & Hoffman, T. Advancing data collection in the digital 
age: Methodological challenges and solutions in educational technology research. Paper 
presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, April 
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O’Dwyer, L.M., Russell. M., Bebell, D., & O’Connor, K. Examining teacher technology use: 
Implications for pre-service and in-service teacher preparation. Paper presented at the 
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