Jews and Christians in the Medieval World (Daniel J. Lasker)

The purpose of this course is the examination of the contents and contexts of the arguments used
by Medieval Jews and Christians to defend their own religion and to attack the other religion. This
debate began at the origins of Christianity and has continued in one way or another to the present.
Thus, an examination of the debate can lead to a greater understanding of the Jewish-Christian
encounter. Emphasis is on the historical and theological implications of the Jewish-Christian
debate and what can be learned from polemical literature regarding the relations between Jews and
Christians and Judaism and Christianity. Readings are from primary texts in English translation
and major scholarly treatments of these texts.

Levinas and Biblical Wisdom (Theodore Perry)

This course examines the writings of Levinas through three different and interrelated lenses:
philosophy, religion, and literature. The focus is how Levinas' theories offer new perspectives for
reading and interpreting the Wisdom Books of the Hebrew Bible: Job, Ecclesiastes, and Proverbs.

The Book of Psalms in Jewish and Christian Tradition. (Theodore Perry)
This course focuses on the Book of Psalms. Hebrew and/or Latin is recommended but not required.

Religion, Art, and Politics (Marc Epstein)

Nowadays, we accept the idea that religion, like so much else, is political. It makes sense, then,
that visual culture, which can be used, situated, manipulated, and exploited in the service of
religion can serve to affirm and in some cases to subvert the political messages of religion. This
class explores examples of the collusions of religion, art, and politics, as well as their collisions in
the productions of majority and minority culture in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam in the West,
from antiquity to postmodernity.

Writing about Religion (Mark Oppenheimer)

This is a course in the history and practice of journalism and other popular nonfiction about
religion. The class reads articles and books that translate religious ideas for a nonspecialized, often
secular audience, and consider how they succeed or fail. Sources include The New Yorker,



analyze his writings in order to figure out in what respects he was indeed a Catholic theologian
and a reformer of the Church. We will analyze the structure of his thought, his rhetoric and
polemic, and his theological ideas and commitments. During this process we will gain some
familiarity with Luther's medieval theological sources in addition to the twentieth-century
Protestant theologians who took him for granted as their own.

Coming to Terms with Guilt: Jewish-Christian Relations (Katharina von Kellenbach)
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