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INTEGRATED STUDENT SUPPORT

As policymakers seek to better address the 
student mental health crisis, an uptick in school 
violence, and declines in math and reading 
scores, there is a search for evidence-based 
answers that allow local schools and districts 
to adapt proven approaches to their specific 
community contexts. 
In response, at least 26 states are at some 
stage of policymaking to advance integrated 
student support. Integrated student support 
is an evidence-based approach for schools to 
provide student support by intentionally and 
systematically leveraging and coordinating 
the resources and relationships available in 
the school and in the surrounding community 
to address the comprehensive strengths and 
needs of each and every student in order to help 
promote healthy child development and learning1.
The National Guidelines for Integrated Student 
Support illuminate how policymakers can better 
support the implementation of approaches demonstrated to benefit students, teachers, 
schools, and taxpayers. Effective approaches to integrated student support are associated 
with:
•	 Increased attendance and reduced dropout rates2.
•	 Improved academic achievement3.
•	 Increased teacher retention and satisfaction4.
•	 Improved cost-efficiency by using school and community resources more effectively in 

support of student wellbeing and readiness to learn5.
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POLICY TRENDS
States are advancing on three policy trajectories: advancing frameworks and best practices, 
incentivizing implementation of evidence-based models, or a hybrid approach which 
combines the two. 
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