
My favorite eve-
nings during this 
past fall semester 
were the ones on 
which the Boisi 
Interdisciplinary 
Faculty Seminar 
met. Composed 
of 20 very smart 

faculty from History, International 
Studies, Middle Eastern Studies, Sociol-
ogy, Political Science, Philosophy, and 
Theology Departments, as well as faculty 
from the Connell School of Nursing, 
Lynch School of Education and Human 
Development, the Law School, and the 
School of Theology and Ministry, the 
monthly dinner seminars focused on re-
ligious nationalism, and most specifically 
on Christian Nationalism in the United 
States. The evenings always began with 
lively conversation over delicious meals 
(the favorite was the chicken pot pie), and 
then proceeded to discuss profoundly in-
teresting but often-dense readings. Those 
readings were always “presented” by one 
seminar member for five to ten minutes, 
followed by deeply captivating discussion 
– oftentimes intense but always friendly – 
over readings like “A Christian Nation?” 
(a report published by the Brookings 
Institution), The Atlantic’s “A World After 
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episcopalians in the middle east
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On September 25, 2023, Boisi Center 
director, Mark Massa, S.J., moderated a 
panel discussion titled “Barbie and the 
Loss of Paradise.” Respondents included 
Claudio Burgaleta, S.J, Superior of the 
Boston College Jesuit Community, M. 
Cathleen Kaveny, the Darald and Juliet 
Libby Professor in Theology and Law at 
Boston College, and Elizabeth Prodro-
mou, visiting professor of International 
Studies at Boston College. The panel was 
inspired by Kaveny’s recent article in the 
National Catholic Reporter titled, “Barbie 
Land and Losing Paradise: Theologian 
Muses on This Summer’s Blockbuster.” 
The respondents engaged in a rich con-
versation that used theological lenses to 
interpret Barbie and its cultural signifi-
cance. 

The conversation began with Massa 
asking the basic yet essential question: 
how is Barbie theology? Kaveny respond-
ed that Barbie, like theology, is trying to 
make sense of the world. It explores our 
temptations, flaws, desires, and questions 
about the meaning of life. Burgaleta 
noted that Barbie explores how we can be-
come more authentically human and less 
“fake,” which is particularly important as 

this panel occurred 
on the eve of the 
Synod on Synodality, 
which aims to create 
a more human and 
inclusive church. 
Burgaleta also added 
that he believes the 
film is a work of 
theological anthro-
pology, as it makes statements about what 
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the legacies of catholic university presidents
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interrogating authenticity

Dr. Michael Serazio led a luncheon colloquium on his research on authenticity in media, culture, and politics. 

At the final 
luncheon of 
the semester, 
Michael Serazio 
introduced 
his recently 
published book, 
The Authenticity 
Industries: Keep-
ing it “Real” in 
Media, Culture 
and Politics. 

He began by presenting the factors to 
consider in discussions of authenticity, 
which include conceptions of selfhood, 
the influence of capitalism, and the role 
of technology. Serazio offered a critical 
perspective, suggesting that the pursuit 
of authenticity in media, culture, and 
politics often leads to a paradox where 
the appearance of authenticity is pri-
oritized over its genuine expression. 
Serazio describes the findings of the 79 
interviews he conducted with individuals 
from various industries, including reality 
TV, social media, popular music, brand 
advertising, and politics. In the reality 
TV industry, interviewees spoke about 
striking the balance between capturing 
raw, uncensored footage and the need 
to hold viewers’ attention. In the world 
of social media, Serazio described how 

amateur content production and lower 
production values increased perceptions 
of authenticity. Serazio also discussed the 
evolving ideals of authenticity within the 
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