
The Boisi Center 
co-hosted the larg-
est-ever meeting of 
bishops and theolo-
gians on a Catholic 
college campus on 
March 3-4. With 
Loyola University 
Chicago’s Hank 

Center for the Catholic Intellectual Her-
itage and Fordham University’s Center 
on Religion and Culture, Boisi welcomed 
32 cardinals, archbishops, and bishops–
along with 38 theologians and journal-
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summer plans: undergraduate research fellows
This semester, Emily Caffrey received a grant from BC’s Fel-
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years and remain relatively faithless until 
they have children–and then must con-
front the role they want religion to play 
in their childrens’ lives. During this time 
apart from religion, Americans’ political 
beliefs mold and take shape; ergo, when 
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IN PICTURES
the way forward: pope francis,  vatican ii,  and synodality

Schlozman explains party affiliation by religious group.

spring faculty seminar: religious nationalism
This spring, the Boisi Center’s interdisciplinary facul-
ty seminar focused on “Religious Nationalism.” It was a 
broad-ranging series of monthly discussions that read about 
Israeli settlement in the occupied territories as well as social 
scientific studies of Americans who join Christian national-
ist groups. The rotating convener model worked superbly in 
getting members from various departments at BC to consider 
these issues from their own field of study (sociology, philos-
ophy, history, nursing, theology, etc.). We were a smart but 
disparate group, but the point on which we all agreed was that 
the night we argued over ziti with chicken and asparagus was 
a high point for our dining experience.

All photos by Lee Pellegrini, Boston College
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On Tuesday, March 21, Emma McDon-
ald, a doctoral candidate in theological 
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capitol congregations
Retired Episcopal priest, Richard Burnett, offered some reflections on the role of the congregations in close proximity to the 
nation’s statehouses.

On March 29, the Boisi Center hosted 
Rev. Richard Burnett, the retired rector 
(1997-2021) of Trinity Episcopal Church, 
for an engaging lunch discussion. Trinity 
Episcopal Church is located on Capitol 
Square in Columbus, Ohio. Drawing 
from his experience at this “capitol 
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the boisi center is hard at work developing our 
2023-2024 programming. be on the lookout for an 

announcement of fall events late this summer!

IN PICTURES
3rd annual graduate student conference: “race and religion”

the boisi center’s board of advisors
The Boisi Center is lucky to have the creative input and in-
sightful support of a Board of Advisors. The board consists of 
Nancy Ammerman, professor emerita at Boston University; 
Randall Balmer of Dartmouth College; Ben Birnbaum, leg-
endary editor of BC Magazine for several decades; Susannah 
Heschel, director of the Jewish Studies Program at Dart-


