
I know I’m biased 
on this, but the Boi-
si Center sponsored 
an extraordinary 
spectrum of events 
during the Fall 
2021 semester. 
After a two-year 
hiatus due to the 

Covid pandemic, the Center could finally 
offer the 19th Annual “Prophetic Voic-
es Lecture,” (originally scheduled for 
March 2020) featuring the Reverend Dr. 
Jonathan Lee Walton, currently dean of 
Wake Forest University Divinity School. 
Walton’s lecture on October 6 entitled, 
“Blessed Are the Rich: The American 
Gospel of Success,” drew a lively au-
dience response. On September 20, 
Boisi’s hard-working grad assistant, Zac 
Karanovich, convened a superb panel of 
speakers in an event entitled “‘Seventy 
Times Seven’: Abuse, Exclusion, and For-
giving the Church.” Participants included 
the public intellectual James Carroll, Pro-
fessors James Bretzke, S.J. of John Carroll 
University and Jeannine Hill Fletcher of 
Fordham University, and Boson College 
Ph.D. candidate Laurel Marshall Potter. 
The four panelists opened an exciting 
and important conversation with the au-
dience. On November 4, the Boisi Center 
sponsored an event that comprised both 
the showing of the PBS film “Flannery: 
The storied life of the writer from Geor-
gia” and a discussion of the film with 
one of its co-producers, Mark Bosco, S.J. 
of Georgetown University, and noted 
O’Connor scholar Angela O’Donnell of 
Fordham University. All three of these 
events can be viewed on the Boisi Cen-

ter’s website and our YouTube channel. 

We also experimented with a new type 
of public event this fall: on October 6 a 
capacity crowd of graduate and law school 
students attended an event entitled, 
“Academics as Public Intellectuals: A 
Conversation with Professors M. Cath-
leen Kaveny (Theology Department and 
Law School) and Heather Cox Richard-
son (History Department).” I moderated 
a fast-moving conversation between 
the two faculty stars about balancing 
academic commitments with public 
commentary on contentious political and 
cultural issues, then the conversation was 
opened to the graduate students present. 
Quite frankly, we ran out of time before 
we could field all the questions from the 
students present.

The Boisi Center also continued its 
revered tradition of Luncheon Colloquia 
in the Center’s conference room. On 
September 16, we hosted James Reding 
(currently a student at BC’s School of 
Theology and Ministry), who led a vibrant 
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What does institutional forgiveness look 
like, if it’s even possible at all, for the 
Catholic Church? This question and 
more were explored in a panel discussion 
on September 20th, featuring James 
Bretzke, S.J., John Carroll University, 
James Carroll, author and former priest, 
Jeannine Hill Fletcher, Fordham Univer-
sity, and Laurel Marshall Potter, Boston 
College. R. Zachary Karanovich, the Boisi 
Center’s graduate research assistant, 
moderated the discussion.

Hill Fletcher emphasized the processual 
nature of forgiveness, reflecting on the 
work of global truth and reconciliation 
commissions, the work of Dr. Maria 
Yellow Horse Brave Heart, and the recent 
report published by Gonzaga University 
on the sex abuse crisis. She argued that 
forgiveness is only possible by rooting 
out the negative ideological influences in 
Christianity.

Bretzke’s comments reflected his time in 
seminary education. When teaching the 
course that trains seminarians to hear 
confessions, he was persistent in teaching 
them that confession absolves one from 
sin, not guilt. As well, the therapeutic 
nature of the sacrament in recent years 
has only added to the individualized view 
of sin and an inability for the Church to 
accept social sin—a particular problem 
for the Church’s role in sex abuse.

Potter turned to scripture, reflecting 

that the titular passage, in context, was 
not just forgiveness, but forgiveness that 
followed repentance and accountability. 
In Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis affirms 
something similar: love of the oppressor 
means seeking ways to get them to stop 
the oppression, not letting them contin-
ue.

Carroll remarked that forgiveness cannot 
take place without—as in sacramental 
confession—a “firm purpose of amend-
ment.” He gave Nostra Aetate and We 
Remember (church documents) as exam-
ples of institutional change—in those 
cases it was the Church’s relationship 
to the Jewish people. They stand as the 
Church’s acknowledgment of its complic-
ity. Such an admission, enhanced by the 
ultimate prohibition by the Church of 
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On November 4th, the Boisi Center host-
ed the screening of the 2019 documen-
tary, “Flannery: The storied life of the 
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19th annual prophetic voices lecture with jonathan lee walton
Walton took to the podium for his lecture, “Blessed Are the Rich: The American Gospel of Success.”

After speaking about the prosperity 
gospel at a leading Protestant seminary, 
Rev. Dr. Jonathan Walton, dean of the Di-
vinity School at Wake Forest University, 
was asked the following question: “What 
does this have to do with faith in God?” 
The answer to this question formed the 
basis of Walton’s talk at the Boisi Center’s 
19th Annual Prophetic Voices Lecture on 
October 6, 2021, “Blessed are the Rich: 
The American Gospel of Success.”

The prosperity gospel originated in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
emerging from mind science and posi-
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a presidential dinner
This fall, the Boisi Center’s Religion and Public Life minors enjoyed dinner and conversation with President William P. Leahy, S.J.

Karina Kavanagh is a senior in the Morrissey College 
of Arts and Sciences, double-majoring in Internation-
al Studies and English with minors in French and 
Religion and Public Life through the Boisi Center. She 
attended Loyola Academy in Wilmette, Illinois before 
coming to BC, and so is now in her eighth year of Jesuit 
education! When not working at the Boisi Center, she 
can be found working as a stage manager in the Boston 
College Theatre Department. 

meet the boisi center’s 2021-22       
undergraduate research fellows

Emily O’Neil is a senior in Morrissey College of Arts 
and Sciences, majoring in English with minors in 
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