Friends:

The Boisi Cen-

ter was busy this
spring with a
number of exciting
events. Elizabeth
Johnson (distin-
guished professor
emerita of theology
at Fordham Univer-
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A film screening of Martin Doblmeier’s new documentary was followed by a panel discussion between
Amey Victoria Adkins-Jones, Mark Massa, S.J., and Doblmeier himself.

Howard Thurman is a figure who refuses
to be neatly categorized. That was one
main takeaway from the screening and
discussion of the documentary, Backs
Against the Wall: The Howard Thurman
Story, hosted by the Boisi Center on
February 7th. An influential theologian,
teacher and mystic, Thurman also served
as theological and ideological inspiration
for the non-violent protests of the Civil
Rights Movement, notably those of the
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. His
seminal text, Jesus and the Disinherited,
focuses on the ways Jesus spoke truth

to power and can therefore be identified
closely with those marginalized by so-
ciety. In addition to profiling Thurman,
the film included interviews with many
Civil Rights leaders, including Rev. Jesse
L. Jackson, Sr., Congressman John Lewis,
and Vernon E. Jordan, Jr. Following the
screening was a discussion between the
film’s director, Martin Doblmeier, and
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(from left to right) Mark Massa, S.J., Amey Victoria Adkins-Jones and Martin Doblmeier

www.bc.edu/boisi-suicide
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Elizabeth A. Johnson, C.S.J. on “The Challenge of ‘Us’ in Ecological Times”

way of being human.”

Johnson then posited theological argu-
ments for the kinship between all species.
Challenging the traditional hierarchy of
being, she highlighted that all of creation
shares one creator, and one end, in God.
Encouraged by scripture which empha-
sizes this kinship, Johnson argues we
must “climb down from our perch” and
see ourselves as simply members in the
community of life. Johnson challenged
that we shift our understanding from the
common picture of a pyramid of species
with humans at the top towards a more
accurate image of the circle of life. The
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Kenneth L. Woodward, former religion editor ofu.dvg{ eey,, Religion and the White House.
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The Boisi Center for Religion
and American Public Life
Boston College

24 Quincy Road

Chestnut Hill, MA 02467 USA
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